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¢ "A DOOR OPENED IN HEAVEN"

Rev. 4

We have here an account of a second vi;igg with which John was favored.
The @_being -- seeing ChrisL walldng in midst of the golden,gandlgsticks.
Theisw to the church for the conflict, and a call to

believe in God. @provides a brief V%'sion of the transcendent greatness and

majgty, andﬂer, and authority of God. To John, this is a revelation of God

as the Creator.
>3

Nearly all th come from the Old Testament. Especially from
Ez?iel, Isa/iah’;' and Dﬂiel. The after, these things, refers to the great drama
WI. God i e from the peril of Domitian persecution.

i 151 i . fla doc on in Heaven -- and by means of
Here is a vision of triumph An_ D 4

this door he is able te-"’s"'e'g some of the things that are going on in Heaven. There
ise of the struggle that the Christians are engaged in,
A God is on his throne. And, we recognize here that every word seems to be very

meaningful. This is the close-out of things.

I would like to say at this point, i

have been speaking of that ye do 1Dt understand.

Maaled. Even in an exposition - we can merely 6&% ghg; God has chosen to

If_y_g_gand what John has written down for our encouragement. And use this. Ve

with thej;ﬂ

recorded. He had looked around at the

chis book that we

that God has

are coming to a different scene now. We ar
GLLABEENS SRePY

things, which he had seen. And faithf

fezg) is.amshuzgh, there is g church, until

s and their great periods.

things that existed -- which

he recorde
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Now in this third part of the book of Revelation, he writes the things which

shall be. Those things which are comgg' g. Write the things which shall be after

the churches. Thz churghes are no moréz All church hi ow is past. For

thousands of years that God has been preached. And the church has been taken away.

The first thing that w@is - thW

church Wt was at the q_%m‘.er. But there are no _more churches,
And he is no lonﬁer occupied with W in the place of his testimony

here. They are carried far above the shifting scenes of this poor world. To look

and to hear some hat even are kgpt secrgt in the W.

So this is the third great division -- the things that shall be after these things.

They shall take place after the churches' histery-has ended. Ve never see

the church on earth again in this solemn book.

—
did it get up there.calls this a
e -

. th t i riddle
Behold, I show you a mystery. And the mystery 1is a

L

mystery. L Cor. 15:51.

- it is hard to find out.'/ Bu%I the Bible says that it is the secret in God's heart.

And no man can ever find out until God chooses to reveal it.

We could neycriniou exggpt that Gl Loyeads it. @WS:M
w but we shall all be changed. We are all going to be changed. ém
a\ll g%ng to die. But we may be taken up Enno h op Elij Bu says that

is going to happen %n a u?nent -- in the tw%nkﬁug‘of an eEe. And Paul prayed that

it would be in his generation.




You will notice in(I Thess :16-17) - f%ﬂesceud from

lieaven with a shout. With the voice of an archangel and a trumpet of God. And the
i¢

dead in Christ shall rise first. Not that the dead are going to be raised. Is that

we are alive and will remain until the coming of our Lord, and will be caught up with

our Saviour. That is caught up, and be translated.

Now is le

hear people building a_whole ggggge' on this Latin word -- which me
To Itge away, to snatch away. That is, we are Suept o;f pur feet. The@ is

raptured or transported upward to Glory. The household of faith. Now Paul says this
ﬁ-—-——-—#——” -

Quite often you

is a mystery.

Now in@ t]\‘ Edoo_r in Heaveg!is open. And the invitation is to come up

hither. And ; E Jow you the I;]HB which must Rﬁl the things after the things
Q.f_m@ Now Revelation is a description of that awful and tezziblg period

when God is taking his people out of the earth. And he pours his judgement out upon
T

them.

ﬂ Do !! e fhing in connection with this that people quite often

“nd That M The Cugalmbiibibbal] on Lokiads There

have been some troubled periods in this world. TheSSéaméE tortured thousan:is}and
put them to death, during the Revolution there was great destruction in

w_as__dp;_my_qd and the streets were ged thh plood. They were terrible days.

We often hear people saying

some very S say '"mo", That wth this w_gz_l_d,_in its
iniquity, in its tmbeli'if, and judgement will fall upon it.
-ﬁ //@5
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And the Gentiles shall be saved out of the Great Tribulation. But no church,

no body o rist, no bri§E~°f the lamb, shall be a2XT2EE_EEIE—EBQB—LhiS“EaIIh‘

Note the structural outline of the book. The which thou hast

i
o

That is the vision on PaliQS. .o

Write the thi which are. Now they are found in Chapter 2 and 3.
/

were to come Jto pass after there would be no more church. How had the church gone

And write the The things that

to Heaven. /They had been taken up to God, The tribulation is at an end. And the

[
visitation bf God upon_sin, w, and lawlessness. The judgement falls upon the
-M L—:

Godless world - and God's people, the church, will face only one type of judgement.

e i .
Qoo 50 - viguill scand before theudeonohinitalngl Chzjsf. And this
will be a judgement o Because in John 5:24, Rom. 8:1 - there is no

condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus. Now we have passed the judgement

when Christ died on the cross, for the penalty of our sins.

The mystery says that the days of the tribulation will be at an end. The
ayful days. that will move and the anti-Christ will come. It seems that Satan has
_—_—— e e T
some man always ready to be the dictator of this world. Hitler, Stallion, and on

and on.

There if<one restrainer)d however, in the earth. And that is

——
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of God. And the Holy Spirit is in his peog}e. And some day the Holy Spirit_of_God,
and_his church, and hig peoplésdte going.to be taken.auay - And when that is done,
P ]

and when the Holy Spirit of God and Christ's people have been taken away, then

unrestricted, the of sin wi d. And there will be disastrous things

—_—

that will take place, in this world.

o
Did you know there are really @’ n the 0ld Testament which give us
- T —

illustrations about this.

/1
Mo ‘@' Jesus said, as it was in the da@tw
days_of the comipg and of the appearing of the Son of Man, Likewise also, as

it was in the days of Lot.

wicked, unbelieving, perlshed in the flood. @15 a type and a plcture of

God's people who are take fis (B%for%éthe trlbulatlalg é ! is

of that remena._E-L which is saved through,it. Even in the terrible days of the

—

tribulation. But of course, the unbelieving perish.

)‘ e Now take the illustration o ) he was called ca\rna.lf and he was a

2 Peter 2:8 says, that the a.nﬁel ga%'d to Lot, m
HW Lot was in Sodom and thegé:é could not fall,
L]

Judgement _could not come, I can do nothing until thou become thither. Lot was

taken out - then judgement descended upon Sodom and Gomorrah. They were awesome

CO

days of the tribulation and God's people must be taken away.



Enowch was taken away to Glory. Lot’cgmgggﬂiéin was also taken away.
inowc y _to Glory »_comp g y

We find that God has promised his people comfort and hope.

Does it tell us to

look for the beast, the b ronhe Does it tell us to look fot
- the last great battle of this earth. Does it tell us to look for the

period.

@q;e God's Beox-)}g told to look forl

bids his pegple to loo ly for the blessed, hol m We
@2—‘1 RS o logkuoll iessed, holyfaviour) Weopgmto-
IW. Titus 2:13 - looking thy for, wé;;ng for, praying for that

blessed hope and the glorious appearing of our God. And our Saviour, Jesus Christ.

God's people are not told to lagk for the Battle of Armageddon. Or to

look for the Great Tribulation. Or to look for a beast or an a__.r_x}_j;Christ. So why

do we get wound up in these things. But Wthat we have % O flidiGome
ChULChdBalliist. We are told to look for and to pray_for, and to love the appearing

of our great God and Saviour.

right

thi

(11K

§ — Let me insert something else here -- that is why . it 3
to_put any Eraggﬂ on w_, or %Qr dax;. that any development

may take place. Between now and the coming of the Lord. I think the coming of the



Lord is aww, or a sggopd, or a tw_%pf an eye. This day,.

or this evening at twyilight, or tomorrow. The Lord will.cope. And He is at the
# g ApE——
door.
When he comes, it will be with announcements. There will be no signs.
"h——__?"‘ -

And he may come very quietly. And the peril of great price. @nm@was
= L=

gloriously translated and transfigured.

mﬁ:fl. Christ was on the .QuiSidoekiaeliss. there is a signal for

thQ o be gineg in iiaveni To gome up hither and see, as this door is opened,

and it gets his attention. He is invited to come and to take a look.

— “7 V. 2 » The Lord had invited }lim to come and at once, this seems to be

ntensifi God is seated on the Throne. And God, himself, is never really
T s
described. We search a lot of Scriptures, Exodus 24 - but here is the throne

which stands for authority and rulership, and control.

We can only know what God is gleased W. Through this
gpen dgor. To prepare John for the vision, g trugpgtgas sounded, he was @

up into Heaven. To have a sight of things which were to be hereafter.
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'I‘hewM, it says. And then the v;ii'gg its.e%fI gpens
—

up to him as he saw a throne set in the Heaven., A seat of honor.

lle saw a _glorious S, upon the throne. The twas 0 @ but it

was filled, and that was Goc{. His countenance,

J 3 It was like a jasper and aw He is not described by any

\

ﬂnan features - only representing by these wonderful thinﬁs wh:i'ch he sees.

The jasper stone was in a variety of colors. Very descriptive.

S The was later described as glgar as.grystal -- it probably was
the‘diamond.) The yt brfﬁyl—t' of all of the precious jf&ls.

L

- was a blood red stone and may have been {m The tB of them

together give the idea of glory and of sacrifice.

f'/‘

=, i ) g gse stones suggest to_them. ) There was also the raipbow, you

remember, like the That was the cor A refrg‘s'hi&g, re\ﬁv,il_'t_g_

color. Referring back to the Covw.
Pt -
~ These to the Hebrew would recall H{@\ the @) stones on th@
= ok GOLLES

of the EXwaBadds20; As these stones bore the names of the tribes of
2

Israel, so there was the various tribes around about the throne, a rainbow. This was
S —— - —_—
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praise. Unto the Covenant of God which had been fulfilled.

‘*q‘Y i@- Hg saw four and wenty

not empty - but were filled,
s

——

here -- the Went and the Jew Testament. The representative of God's

eople sitting in honor and satisfaction. And this was a sight of enjoyment.
g ~ AL‘—‘

round about the throne, and they werg

the whole church of God is represented
P

They were clo i ite raiment. RMof the saints. They have

on their heads, crowns of Gouﬂgmfymg their authorlty Who were these
i———-’

24 elders. They were clgthed cgowned, s%ed They were not spirits, they

were not angels. But they are numbered.

thnk they are God's saints -- redeemed, blood b le. They are
Ssmeeooy e e | e

seated. They have W. And they are redeemed from eygry language,

and tongue, and family, And they make up God's society. And they were seated

around the throne.

Another thing, note th @ That is a symbol of all inclusiveness,
without the loss of one.
[ Nu—

n I_Chron. 24, 25, th of the Levites was diyided up into§4
oursef. That included all of them. Every Priest was included in the twenty-four.
I Peter 2:5 - w : ar 0 i . SO Gthalesd
rgprasends all of ! le. That is a defin;te number. And they are written
in the la?)'s bgok of life, It is a definite number that is included here.

— Another thing, They are in Heaven, at the beginning of this

SamEE—
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chapter in Revelation, we come to a huge scene. A great thing has come to pass.

the throne. And the church is alygySeiR.llgaven -- looking down upon earth. The

church never again appears on earth, until the people of God come with Christ.

We read about a_sight that will never be held in Heaven on any previous

occasion, not merel}’ﬁsegis, surrounding the cgnt ﬂﬂhﬁme' he

elders had crowns on their heads, their robes of purest white. Who are these
fehesd )
favorite ones. Now we can look in the Scripture, or we can use our imagination,

but here must have been some symbolism from the temple as to the heads of the

ww I Chron, 24:1-19, These elders stand
for the whgle church of God.

@ M_ ::gamzeg religion is designed to represent

the glggified people. All of the redeemed. We find that this is familiar when

ing David’had to represent the entire Levitical priesthood. He divi them u

in this waz,iE,EhE_EEEElS_Of g&xsson. Which Solomon later built.

s T e TR
at one time. But when th he temple - the whole priestly household

WW The@ in Heaven represented the priesthood. That is, all*of
W

the redeemed who died in the past and shall be living at the Lord's return.

These were the 0ld Testament saints, but the church of the present age. And

all worshipped.
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\\ @ way of iw this, there were 12 patriachs in Israel. And iz
PR —— —me—ay

ABostles which introduced the new dispensation. The two together would give you a
- W

complete, 4 _and 20.

I comp

\(_{ \L@- We read about the\3y

appeals of ghunder. These were heard in connection with the vision.

when thas given‘ the cw, the lightning was not so much tokens of the coming
|

judgement, as SW which shl:ow that itself is judgement. The
presence and the power of God. Ex. 19:16 - God has {not %efi)h;g people to the
SIS TEREERAN M ey

megey of Ihoit-QuB£acs .

rnt thg

There are also torches os :;9 These re

spirits, the fullness suggested here of the sevem lampstands of the law. It is

made a gymbol of the Holy Spirit,

%_L @ The . like sea around the throne. A sea gan be sgen as a separation
here. A grw the Hgly God from frail stru?lmg hya.nlty. We are

forever set apart.

¥ There is also another thing about thi ST a_brass laver,

) - i “—
which s grjused for Bries;ly
clsw.‘ And we are sanctified and cleansed by the washing of the water, by

> f
the word. Now this sea is not for cleansing. It is asw. It is clyr. It

is theéo_rd ofﬂstill. And it abiﬁs, and isw, and is for/ever more.



=1%=

P ——
\J é V The vision here include ,x The word, they tell us,
’ h e — [5 —

translated here i' beast. It is(Zoa / which refers to living ones around the
Ve, = = E : T e

throne. It is very difficult and different than the word used in Chapter 13. These

represents t

« 1 i is the lion., Th ell-known symbol of majesty.
¥ Here is t ion e w ym 3 y

The young ox. Divine strength. Serying man.
?

The face of a man. Intelligence and pugrpose.
——— e

evil and execute judgement. These

The eagle. Suggests swiftgggs to detec
are found in thf 0ld Testamen
'} £ - e 1

them many many yearfsfbefore. The first chapter of the

sgﬁé whirlwiﬂd. lémd in that whirlwind, there was a great,W.
And i_xli}g.t\i’j}e, there were W -- four livinﬁ crsaigr?s. In t

chapter of the book of Ezekiel @ e gives their fa e, This is the

living creature that I saw under the God of Israel, by the R

We have been introduced to

the prophet

ebar. A vision

were the

that he saw in the first chapter. That the

creatures. He names them the four cherubim of God.

In the bokhen the man and the woman u
- = b Lo

the were placed on the East side to keep gl};rd of the tree of life.

/
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In the building of the the pattern of which GW there
were ‘-l .- n Fixed in the sacred veil for the holy of holies.
/] e a eSS STy
—b-— < tr———

There were .—é’ and standing above the g;ggsf; the covenapt.
e

Where the Ten Commandments were.

In theomon, there were cherubim interwoven and the veil in the
o —e ————
holy place between the holy of holies.

In the temple that Herod built, there were pictures of the likeness of the
o

cherubims painted on the walls.

seem_to give them some symbolic form. They hw.im%xi_and hghind. They

are wgkehful. They are adoring God day and night.
N Let us dig a little further into the A* Fi they
er have to do uith God's purposes. They agg four

igpumber, And that is the number, the §CWM As
is the number of the fw. he number tﬁ% God. %

refers to the ﬁ?that God made.
There are/four seasons/. There are fgg‘@}}s on the compasg. There are four
="




w =

elements. Four't:‘igds. the number that to th

:

There was the primary forms of life, that God created. And her
p-.—_——i? S em 4
who was second among all the %- ug. ird, @

and tamgﬂ Life - t And then there were thg

< a} which could fly.
5 chat t s the@_r_epresents

epresents 1nw, and thents speed or sm

eternal watchfulness.

S There i that these four living creatures have aégm_
S ieis 0 Thesents the wisdwaiiabdife.  Thecait))

represents the domestic apimal.life. An represents W And the
presenM And all of these were to adore and to worship the

whole creation of man, The bei_;d, the beast.

= {Secolld, the cherubims were téarry out_the execution of God's Ruﬂose>

WhateWeed. They stand on the steps leading up to the throne, ready

and equipped to go on an assignment. And this we can discern from the Scripture.

h .they axe M—MWW)
fSE__QS. In the GM e dr ven out. They ’éga.nd g/the

tzef}j_life - less man in his s;a ggould eat, and therefore, live forever in his

sin., That was the provision of blessing, and God's mercy and grace, and goodness

-
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toward us.

Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God. This body gets as death,

disease, and blindness - and other things.

| iy these ha___b(waénm@ The tribes

of the children of Israel.

e A/ 01d Rabbi\lcommenting on the second chapter of the book of Numbers said,
—— _—3 -

th@velve tribes)of the children of Israel marchedﬁthree}ribes on each side of

the encampment. They marched unde bnrs four insigpna, for the purposes
z M =

of God.

V™~

) m - -
The stapdard of was the § And on that s:Mn________e_e_Lg_lges gathered.

A
4 The standard o was mand And on that s;" de three ftribes gathered.

ﬁ The standard s a flyin eagl And onc';_hat.mg. three tribes

gathered.

L{/ The standard was a‘ ox.é"}\nd on that side, three tribes gathered.

To the twelve tr%'ges gathered around the center, and the Gwd, and
e -
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magched through the wilderness. U of the liﬁ the“a/ma
W -~ the ‘ The fm @ g the bondage of

Eﬁgt, he preserved them through the wilderness and they settled in the Promised

Land. This was God's protecting gcare, of his people.

\\
» V. m le heard the. of the four living creatures. They adore one

od, the Lord God almlghty They adore the § in this one God. The

holyf}ﬂ‘ the holyﬁ and the Holy Spirit.

e heard the of four and twenty -- there was @\-

redethion as they were singing the new song.
= .

@ In conclusion - a song of praise. HM and honor, and
\{: — d jgner,

hgnks to the eternal God - not to the temporal domitian.

‘é' D The twentx-four elderi in y’- representi

before the throne of God. They take off their
the zhrone. The son tlon.

The song of re-creation and redemption.

c.of the cross maz rage agamst % m. But he is unmoved. Thew_.
RS ¥
And John see

soverign God is in control. all creation and the church -{_Ci/-l_\,

g_redeemed humanity fa

them before

Joining in this common hymn that is described to God,

God has power to Iescue the church from eternal peril and destruction.

V'# I want you to observe in ll_@ (:E give thee gl(')ry, and hc?wr,
-
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and power, for.\anWrW Butl note) they say,

thou ‘art Ewortha to receiye jry i

Far above the blessings and praise, he was worthy to receive all of this.

( ;éz have reasop and ground to Eive adoration o) bim. This is something of the

final things that are coming to pass.

They are (éméméi of the daz when t}@ shall dwel_lM
the@eopadshall Lj with th@kidy The @loM)shall eat straw like thefOXN

The (W" child shall play on the whole of thg€ as£3 And the weened child shall

put his hand in the cockatri Ess den and none shall make them afraid. All of
animal life that is vicious ffod will zepake into the beautiful peace Q_@

by which he decreed life at the beginning. (@. creati eped ?

not just the man. But all of God's creation. The dnlmalge, tlle’er,
thew, the w. And what an ultimate blessedness and glory

the Lord has purposed for his people. Until then, precious beyond compare, it

is to call upon his name now to love him now., To trust in Jesus now,

That is our appeal and invitation to your heart.
BRI ssEsssh




