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BELIEVING IS SEEING

John 9

INTRODUCTION:

é)avid HumeJ of the 18th Century, a Scotch phi r and a_skeptic - was

S —————"

seen leaving a service conducted by George Whitfield, was questioned by a_friend

—-- why surely you did-not beligve what Whitfield preaches. No, replied Hume, but

Wh%oes .

Now this seWion of faith in my life and your life, about the
certainty of the Lordship of Christ is the(f—lallmark)of the believer. This never
goes out of fashion.

z

Now the circumstances are secondary but theléasic viev?éf life that we call,
cw -~ which came to «ﬁ’ :

road. Or the sudden revelation to the {amaritan woman at the well. Or the unfolding
~—p —

and blinded him with a bright.light on the Damascus

of truth on the first Faster Day to the two Disciples on the way to Emmaus from

Jerusalem.

The 't_:h chapter of Johr) describes how a hlind man from bir\th regeived his sight,

Actually this incident reveals a great truth. This miracle which took place in time

~ in fact, has eternal signn;gi;gance for everyépiritual pilgrimage> of every man
- - < 7 7

as he journeys from the blindness of unbelief to the vision of fajth. From darkness
nm————" — SRR —— /

to li,ght. From the power of the world to the fruits of the spirit.

Note the stage is set.

_&_@-— The miracle takes place on the Sabbath at the gate ~ which Jesus and

his Pisciples made their way through toward the country in route to Jerusalem.
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A blind maanes out)of the darkness fo:;_help. At first he does ngt hegd but

walks past. But one of the 6]_5@]_99 asked him a uestlon/ as he walked past.

Master, for whose gin ~ for his ov? or for his pargnts, was this man born blind.

V.(2)- This is an age 1/1d uestion.

One would have expected Jesus to have stopped and discussed the matter. Now
~ -

to them.

» suffering was a fact - that for the punishment of fate:— this came

VAR’
And to the(¢ws/and the Christian® - this fact of suffering becomes_a Erota;[em.

Can God, who 10{7es a world, let it go on suffering.

- the brok_g_g-hearte— all of these suffered.
43)— .answered %elthe%éath his own sins nor for his parents caused this.

It was to let the work of God be illustrated in him. When I am in the Yld I am

the light of the world. WM«“«:& 1«’2, ijl/-)"v-a N{&' wcomﬁé

e

We think of the courageous

ong)before Jesus day the people talked that whatever happened to you was an

Cong) day the people ta pper y

act of the Gods. An earthquake, a war, or sickness. Now God d, why did
- i - g

he let these things happen.

M&W VIR L g 1 Wernd S
is this man blind. @15 to blame. did he commit. @__was the

sin of his paggpts. The Disciples were bound up with the past. I mentioned, ‘m

That was the whole point of that book - that all of his.sufferings were causdd
because of sin. And that he was a good ma;? but God put a fence around him. So
suffering came on because of Satan trying him and testing him. But if you will read

the whole story of Job, you will find that God knows what he is doing. And when



things are worked out that way.

I read the of e/Christian farme/t/, whose son had an opportunity to go to
r , k4

4

collage. He returned ;ne after he had ;been in college for one year. And the
father and the son were standing under a tree on the farm. And the father began
to question the boy about his experiences in college. He said, I enjoyed my year
there. I studied b&'&%y. I learned a great deal - and some of the th\i&_g_;,_uﬁgj_:?

me. His father was curious - he wanted to know. Dad, he said, I discovered that
v

God made the woxld.uxqne. TFor example, look at this strong Qgk tree which we are

- standing. God placed little small Acorng on it. Look ovey there in the field -

tl%big pumpkin.f/ God placec it on a frg_g;]ag_xi.n.e. Now, I had been God/ 1
s e W ettmapp s evncre]

/ /
_W"ould have pugs/the small acorn on the fragile vine, afld would have put the big
pumpkin on the stuzdy Qak. About that time the wind blew and an acgin/fell out of
the tree. It hit the college student right on the hgad. The boy mopped his brow,

and looked at his father and said, Dad, thank God it wasn't a pumpkin. ‘-(ZL
-/ /- “ 7N

Now God knows what he is doing. And sometimes his activities may seem contrary

to us, This is the problem. Here is a man that is blind - it is a Eit%ful case
Sy,
to be blind from his bi‘&t_l;. I wonder if you really understand how pathetic this

case was.

I read the story once of aéttle girp that was lind/and playmates used to come
/
in and play with her. They tried to to her d4s children talk. In terms, they
would say, lonk_a.;__th}s. Did you see that. But the little girl had never-eeet
a dog, a popy, a bicyele, or a moving.picture. They tr games together
with her. Did you ever think how many games children play involving running, chasing,
et e

and hiding. Now her parents loved her - and she had a whole room of dolls that she
—— '

had never seen. And when it gd: k, Jthe otwilggn had to._go home. But here
this little girl had never seen the light. She had ljyed-din the dark. The condition

of thi@_n‘by the roadside - he had never seen his mother's face. The sun rise,
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the moon.through the clouds, the temple, a smile, the blug_water of the Sea of
Galilee - utter darkness, limitation and despair. He could never earn a living,
he couldn't win the love of a woman, or have a family of his own. He just had to

sit in darkness.

But the éggllasus.pas§;d by changed all of this for this man.

i
- i /
( / . 4 .
b/jé}é/ There are Egts of peop%g)todayfwho ghlnksjthat because somebody lgses his

f /
/" healtp, loses hi h - that there is somb sin b T mentioned Job) he 1
» gg_%p, oses his wealt a ere is som ut as I mentione Q!El e lost

all of these things but he never lost his faith. And we'll discover that in the

outcome of this man, something happened to him.

esus orders*éhat this man be brought forward and he(ﬁékes clay of soiggé)

with the /dust of the street. He smears the‘mag's eyes with this mud-pack.

and instructs him to go and wash in the (éool Siloa9 The blind man promptly

complies., And he returns with his sight.

This is the way that Jesus worked. There was a deep question and deep

discussion -~ you r
him about 1ife - Jesus dealt with him with one statement - you know what
you must do. Ie asked for a_sign. He called Jesug Master. But Jesus bew;lders
him when he says that a man cannot see this thing!except he be born)from above.

— -_ S——
Now to every question.of Nicodemus, Jesus replied, you do not understand this.

You are a teacher of Israel.

Now this apparent impatience of Jesus to discuss the problem of life is

surprising.

As a a clergymen, a large amount of time is spent listening patiently
Vd

to folks who are troubled about life. People talk about the mysteries of life.

= 4
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People are seeking blunderingly for faith. They are trying to find hope. Trying

to discover victory.

Surely there are times when the why of existence demands to be faced.

ject. Not because he cannot. DBut Jesus

recognizes the limitation o ‘argument.
i

e\
Now here is theldgnéerz—w /éugpg@g)ﬁﬁ;.bﬁnd.yn, instead of obeying 9;sus

at his command to wash his s_igt_l_g@ﬁ_z__m in the pool - he had argu;d, Master,

good thing can come of wa,glligg__in..rhis—po‘/ol. kind of magicvs:auve is this that
2 V4

earth. (hy)raise false hopes and send

you have made out of this dust. The uncleag

me on a foqQl's.exrxagnd Tt will take more than Siloam's waters, it will take more

than this clay made out of spital to heal my blind eyes.

Con. Newn st GusThn Fome Tt Gons¥r
we oo WWW%

Now such a plea seems lg re e, and even scientific.
L ——

But, he has everything to commend it except the fact that he will still be

blind.

Exactly theép osi

ve €lzad believed and theagheved. And came back with rabars.eyesial.

N"

Bg_l_levnlg is seelng> Wh W Loy i WJA W< '{%M/aa/j‘}yzkm —

V. Jesu oes about to cure this man. He addressesg himself to the openin

of this man's eyes. He dig_a_ol‘...dﬁfﬁ.t.;t - here was an opportunity. He prepares
the sguue, he made the clay. There was no__ir_a_t_gg_ggaxhy. He made the application

of this ointment, and dabbed it én his eyes like a physician.
IR,



Now T want you to go to the pool.

I want you to this is ncﬁw thaté:%ay or dug\; was used in the

&ible. When God made the

he made.him out of clay - out of the dust of

the earth.

ke o L
T

ke "\
When he madg thi%% he molded it out of clay. He molded man out of the dust

of the earth. And now he is going to open thi§ man's eves and again he is going to

use some clay, some dust. You know this has a vWion. Rev, 3:18 -
where Christ says you need to buy eye sauve of me because you are blind. Paul's
conversion — the scales fell from his eyes.

e e ‘

And when God works that miracle of the(x i ; he is going to raise_yoQur
\»—. ~

body out of the clay, out of the dust of this earth. My, what a truth. /
P — ’

creates action. This is the servant of will. Belleve the miracle

to be possible. And the miracle is possible.
Faith in these is action. And tllg-;__i_s__a_j_gnr.?y into the unknowable.

Like Hebrew says, faith is the pyoof.ef.thimge~unsogn.

Faith is that which enables us to treat the things that are unseen.

@ %y trace things back to its ogigipend may have ng_room for faith.

But faith in Christ is not blind but it is a seeing faith.

i
(Believe on the Lord Jesus. ;;E;ist and thou shall be szﬂr_ed, Paul told the prison

guard, This primary law of the spiritual world stands out.
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) In science, we ex nt. In so far as it is possible, scientists want some

proof that they can demonstrate with. To him, seeing is believig%. But here,
the blind man}ii?

aqalzsig of the ointﬁ%gl which Jesus made out of the dust - or he had wanted to

have taken samples from the RggLiﬁ:silnami Now in the world science is king. And

ist, if he had wanted q(é;emical

LD v e

we approach things today from the laboratory in every day experience - in our thinking,

in our influence. It is more deeply engrained in us. than we realize. Everywhere
truth today is supported by statisties. Mg, GalleB,is the propbet.af our day. His
poll is the Bible of modern man.

Now, I am.ngg_g;gimiziggwphe impact of this for good or sgisnce—em—eurliVes.
Nor is it to regard faith that way. To say this is my body - it is to assert that
faith in Christ is a valid fundamental act of experience. Faith is the workable

response of the believer to Christ.

A young Scotish preacher once was bewildered of his inability to persuade an:
intellectual to accept what seemed to be perfectly obvious and a simple fact of

life, faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

But the university molds m%ggs and why should they stumhle over the acceptance
of the Christian faith. Because they want something that is _logic. Unless it is,
they will deny it. To agree with a proposition without first having proof that is

valid would be wrong.

You take the resgaxgh_in_mgdi;iag by scientists. If a committed Christian

talks to them about the existence of God, they expect a statement of faith -
supported by a position, about the existence _of God. But you do not prove the

existence of God - you merely confirm this, his existence - by what you already

believe.
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Reality that might sustain God - the idea of any concept of ultimate reality
is often challenged. There are theories, and so God is thought out of existence

and man becomes God.

But you might argue for hours on the Bible with intellectuals and no one will

be converted.

Now this doeé not)imply that faith is irrational. And there is no place for
4

logical thinking. But here is something that is needed among Christian laymen.

To possess a faith, a conversio is belief - acceptance - o ience.
L 7 4 N————n—‘gg', --—ﬁ w— @
intellectuals.axe not Christians. @!!b cannot_accept what they have not seen.

) /
Now this is the égiggg_paxﬁk&dLibg_gggggl. In a hundred practical experiences of

life, we commit ourselves before we know all the facts that are involved. Now

none of us would hesitate to sit down upon thiqfngg}r. Merely because we know

the laws of physics. Or about the physical world, that comprises most of the

empty space. But to sit on a chair or even walk, involves a agt of faith. Now
no one has ever seen the pathway of the electrons and the protrons in the heart of
the atom. No one has really ever looked at an atom. But we have assembled and
the things that corresponds.

/

Daily Wejcommit

our lives. Nq bride or bridegroom would kggow fully the facts
iV

that are imglied in’ the aggg of marriage. But when a g;ung couglé?stand before
4!
a clergy men, and he says www to be thy lawful wedded husband.

!
Now suppose the brigg would reply, well I might. On the other hand, I might Jot. l

{

Now such a statement she has every right to make. She does not at that moment know

all the facts, about this young man that she is taking to be a lawful wedded <husband.

On the other hand, she certainly would not be married. é%i i ' i j)

It is a life's work of committment. Now belief in Christ ig a committmegt. We

—

believe first only - then we can see.




Faint not nor fear

His arm is near

He changes not

And thou art dear

Only believe and thou shalt know

That Christ is all, and all to thee.

Ia
£~ H

o / /
(/’ ‘L_@ Going and washing in the L/Eogl’.fg'f S;_}p' am, Christ would hereby try: .and,f'

/ /
his obedience. And there to wash his eyes, he would receive his sight.
m

L Isn't it marvelous tg%ay, people who have s -~ the Doctor

says, now if you will do thus and so, we can remoye this problem for you. And you

will be healed and able to seeg_again.

The committment or the how of this miracle ~ the miracle happens. The _blind

mag,_sees. The @ now, is i the miracle

Th nsg’.g/hh?rs of the man and the Pharigg?/ began to jasked.
man. . /4//‘
/’

asked the

.,

-

Thevman they called Jg_s‘us_mad.é_glﬁy%\-\smeared my eyes with it, and told me to

-~

go and wash in the pool. And I'd have _my sigﬁ’t,{

t/ The Ph@s still would/éy;)elieve. So they or the man's pareuts.

Wr son - the son that was born blind. ow is it now that he can see.

@m\p{arents had said that Jesus had hegled their son - they would have been

supporting one who broke the Sa\bbath day. And would have been cast out of the
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assembly. On the other hard, ifsthey had declared that Jesus had ng% performed

the miracle ~ they would have been confessing a falsehood according to their son.
B an

This is our som, they replied. And he was borp blind. But how he.can sge

today, we do not_kpow. WNor do Wg_lgg_gy_ﬂho_o.gened his eyes. Ask him.
. ] §
y| ‘aﬂ’ The boy was of agel- let him gpeak for himself.
- E
N \
Yet the Pharisees cross—examined - with impatience and declared one thing, I
do know., @_@g_hlan.d and w.)

Now this annoyed these Pharisees becaus’e theg_;me_jn&&ﬂavls. What do you

mean now you can see.

w; "
D

Now you know what the intellectuals sav tg@ay -G

In what way are you.sayed. @hap

And other times they just stare at them with

amazement. They seemed to be apazed that an intellectual be so dumb and so dull
7 r——ard

as to not know about such an experience.

How in the end, HWLML@G: in a logigal-way the deep experience

of the heart to anyone else about your own life with Christ,
%

Think about the experiences of life. What is Can_you really L:gll somebody

about pain. Only those who have been in the darkness and sufjigr/ed can tell you how

it hurts.

What about Can you tell anybody about this. Not unless you have been



p

~11-

through a dark guilty experience in which you were miserable - and sin_hathered yon.

How does aescribe the beautiful music - Begthovap, who was tone deaf

and yet wrote beautiful violin music.

Sorsgzis hard to bear and doubt is slow to clear. FEach sufferer says his say

- his scheme of the wheel and woe. But God has a few of us whom he whispers in

his ear. The rest may reason and welcome. Tis we musicians know.

Religion is a deep song and the common note of worship is a thankful heart.

These miracles, and/this

- 5;25;, was g
The unique quality o JW and his ability to deal with.sin and

suffering, is something that we interpret here. If Jesus was all of this in that
day, 1if an ordinary person could trust him with such power, that he would come

into the problems of human sufferings and human situations, and forgive him. And
make him whole. What it is saying to us is -— that for Jesus there was no other

rule for life, than the will of God. And life is perfectly safe in his hands.

In the sgc place, th@g_ﬁgggggie; so many years ago is a type, is.ﬂnjéKQQEQS{

for yourself and for me. Jesus is giving the recipe for l;f;, and for living.

In the ﬂﬂ;;é.Blffe this miracle tells us that J ies angd minds.
De ossessed people - and he can do the same today.

Fo€£5§} it says that what Jesus did g%;n, is what the does down through the 4ges.

The raiging_gi_&ggg%gg was something that happened that day and Jesus is going to

do again.

{
ééqplain_ﬁa:né; tells of a troop ship of {1500 American Marineég returning from Japan,
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/
To his surprise, the group requested z/Biblg_sLui&. He studied the book of

Wh.chaptgr
et &
T

men going to make og//iﬂﬁﬁﬂzhe resurrection and the 1i
oy

——

John with them and when they came to thef . s
Py

51

. The question was not

what Jeqgiﬁygg,agge—ﬁqhdo,Lo.Laaa%&s many years ago. But are these words true in
-

1946. At the end of the study{/a youn; Marine came to him and he said, Chaplain,

- - <. i7

everything in this story that we have stu 1ed";:ggints to me. I have been in Hell

¥
the last_six mopths. W I he this from God's word, I'm just getting free.

He went on to explain that he had gone in the Marines straightAfrnm“bh11pg¢, to

Japan. He had gone to find amuseéént and got into_had.tn&ﬁbie. Naogne..knew.ahout
it - but_gﬁa;kggﬂ_ghgpt it. He had terrible feelings. He fglt his life was ruined.

He felt he could never face his fapily again. He knew, if ever they knew this
wrepsgggﬂgggny - he says I have been_a deaﬁ/;;n. He cgudemmed himself. And if they

knew., But after reading this, he says, am alive The resurrection and the

life that Jesus was talking about is_g_xeal thing. That lad had a hard job, to get
things put straight again. But he did it. UWhen life seemed ended for him and when

he seemed dead, Jesus raised him up, out of life, which sin had killed.

L/// <iﬁ;;{ug_nggd‘ig*gmgggi%; that still does fhin?ﬁ. There is little relevance in
the story about Jesus giyving_eve §%§pt to this. man un;ggg_hg_giues.i;_;g_us~%§§§y.

Jesus still makes things happen.
S ——— i

\
If we think of the factdesus spoke to a tax.eedleetor and 4&t&hﬂ§\left all and
. . . > : (
went into a newdsfe. As he passed the avenue in JEf1Ch°’ a little man,\Q?cchaeus
came down into a new world and repented. z

A sobbing peeissgg_mgagn fell at his feet weeping. And rose a new creature.

And so men and women down through the years, they too saw - not the sermons or

the eloquent preachers, nor the 1iE£§;ies of devotions - none of these by itself

is the truth of Christian experience. There is no other name under Heaven whereby
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a man can see the life which is salvation.

Conversion is to feel the tqgsh of the Master' i ? rs.
1 . . . .
Wherefore(exﬁxxnmant;>- on)hls~1guxp5y, if he will come to the feet of Jesus

- whether this blind man comes lonely, bewildered.

Whether a man is intellectual and he comes. You believe on the son of man. Who
is this sir, inquires the man. Tell me, that I may believe on him. You've seen him,

replies Jesus. He's talking to you. Until that moment, the ha ver seen

Jesus, Tn his blindness, he had felt Jesus in a sense that only he could. He had
W—"-——?
rd Jesus' feet walking on the pegbles. The sandals on his feet, the gentle
- o
rustle of his Egpe. And then the touch of the fingqrs,upon his eyes and a voice.
And when he heard Jesus, the preacher, he gazed on the son of God with new eyes.
God's own gift to him had come. Thomas, the doubter, when confronted with the

hands of Jesus fell and worshipped him.

We need on our pulpits, where only the Qreacher can see, these words:
4 , —
Sir, we would see Jesus. /
— P — p—
This is the aim of Bxggching. Is to show forth Jesus and his glory - to the end

that men may worship and cope_and see God.

That you might live aé}gaﬂ Li f% 2a§ain. That you might know the(forgiving lové

of God.

~

You two can come in with your faltering words to God and be converted from

whatever sin may have been in your life.

Here, oh my Lord, I see



The face to fac%)

Here would I touch

And handle things unseen )
Here grasp with 2£¥3§rh
The eternal grace,

And all my weariness
Upon thee leany

Here would I feed

Upon the bread of Goq)
Here drink with thee
The royal wine of Heaven :
Here would I lay aside
Every earthly load

Here taste a fresh

The calm of sin forgiven.

dW)fWA 4024/@%”
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John concludes the chapter by saying - it is the judgement that I have come

into this world to makg_;hg_ﬁizhtleas_ffe - to make_ the i igd.

the Pharisees about Jesus.

were blind vou would not be guilty.

The first is C. H. Spurgeon, to whom many owed their souls.
When a boy of fifteen he set off one New Year’s moming, for
church, but there was such a blizzard of_snow that he was
not able to reach the church he was in the habit of attending.
“When I could go no farther,” he said, “I turned down a
court and came to a little Primitive Metho@%&_agﬂ ” The
preacher who was to have conducted”The service ngver got.
there for he too was held up by the weather, and quickly one
of the office-bearers had to be brought forward to conduct
the serv1ce with a congregation of perhaps fiftegn. people.

“The man,” said Spurgeon “was really stupld Hl.s text wa§

and he kept egedlmg»t because he had noLhmg_f.lse-to_sav
Something about young Spurgeon caught the impromptu

prcachers eye (X’Q_ugg_m,p he sald suddenlv “yg@
ver le; and you will always be ,
in Jifesand M@n_deﬁh— i V( 1

They inquired - and are we blind.

This puzzled
Jesus said if you

But as it is, you claim to have sight and

v

this day. ZEven in religion, people say -

1. It is a veneer of religion. And true

Then suddenly he hte.tally shouted Youngan, goo% @%
Jes s! Look, P And.” said Spurgeon. “I.

ot and there the cloud was gone, the darkness had solled

away, and that moment I saw the sun!” It “looked like a series
of the sheerest uccidents which made Spurgeon stumble on the

epuceaf Chist 9



