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"CAN YOU STAY AWAY FROM CIURCH?"

Heb, 12:22-25

INTRODUCTION:

The writer first of all (talkg/ about thogf who belong too an earlier
RS v
coulrmnity. he _)talked about the rich inheritance of the‘church} And the

idea which is oursin the body of Christ. QEZEDyOu meet in the place of
s —

worship. Now, he tells you about(%ith whomiyou are meeting vhen you come

to worship.

casts your mind bf%k to theéoid day%) Firat is, before God in the fullness of
tigg_ﬁéé_ﬁéﬁi_ﬁgxth_higjson. What he was talking about was the time when

they'd come under the old dispensation of the Mt. ofSSiQai There was a rigid
: - = —

s%fggggof exclusion., Only Moses and his asgiggants. And he said, there at
> L == L

- there was darkness, It was a dreadful thfgg - the thunler and the lightning,

And it seemed to haye aélimitation/to it, V. 18-19., That all might not
/ s

that time - it was a dark dispensation. Upon that blackness
-~ 5/

approach that mountain but only Moses and Aarpn., It turned out to be a very

dangerous ti because there was fire whenever a man or a beast touched the
s —~ —

mountaln - he must be stoned or thrust through - Y_ﬁ;;)

—

This is some(contras? that he is offering to us., How rigid.

/7
Jside, he begins, but you have come to Mt. Zion

And then on the

t :
with the great group of angels. To the church of the first b%EP’ written in

Heaven. To the God of all who is judge. To the spirits of the blessed departed.
d —



istisk i . He declares that men who read this € igdis still to vou
an‘d/to me., And this truth is about the@grch at_wox ig.g

He does‘ saz, you shall come - f{o;w something that is far away in

another world. But he says,érpu have comea Meaning, that this is what actually
N o . ;—E—_—-—_

/ . -
happens every time we meet ip., This is the fellowship into which you

enter. If only you could realize the W, which you have. And of course,

u have in this @ Because

,—/” g
arrives -~ the indeg‘en ence once again is played up. But the amazing

you will be thinking this wéek about t ' YO

wealth that we have here helps us with a questiom. @you stay away from church
A" 4

with this amazing wealth that the wx;i;g_e_ag_‘g_i;g_s_;u%l‘lere in orderly fashion. Can you

get along without it. Can you turn to, something else that will feed you. As this

fellowship of the church in worship.

There are many things - think of a few of them,

~

L. IRITUAL FELLOWSHIP

pranmasst e

‘e
_V@ You have come to Mi,.Zion - the city of the living God. The l}eavenly

i
Jerusalem. /
——

You Christians, he means, have touch with the invii:’kb/]:e, spiritual world.

Which is the only ultimate reality. You are@prisoners behind the E:x}r's of this
-,--—-—"———‘—v

earth., But you have the bedrock of reality here.



Think about this in a clear fashion - what does this mean. What is it that
—7

it does not mean, Far too

We have sometimes tried to put these

Now this is afuisunderstanding Yof Bible revelation., The spiritual world

is something apart from tbLs_sz_;_l‘g. and the affairs of the ordinarz work day

life that you live. How could it be. Somehow in this world and its relationships

P e

- God keeps drawing near.to us od is ever to be found at all, it_must not

be so;ne&solat that is apart from the secular. Because the word

—

was made flfsh and dwelt among us.

s of worship unnecess;;y, that the act of

g 4

worship is more For we are not likely to go on believing for very long

that God is with us for every common task and duty. But we know that unless
for every duty ©

S o

make room for times and seasons when we think of him above everything else - and we

deliberatély put our minds to thinking upon him. We know that all of life ought to

be worship., But we know that there i@ chance it will be worship unless we have

times when we have worship and nothing else.
pa———

PR

You and I know that on the highways and the roadways of this life, there is

And there was ahat a man compared our daily life to a little marrow

road, He said it was over-hung with high buildings. And between he says you

P

could see a single strip of blue sky, out in space. And then he said, you could
=St
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see the sun a few minutes at mid-day. And(youwwould ask ourself, is it realw

Then you would feel a breeze of Spring. And you would say, is it real? The
breeze Of oPIJ R L e

dust would come, the noise of the traffic. And these things would be pressing upon
7




you,

We know that there are many things in this world that disturb our security.

But there is something about worship in church, where the@reaks right in

upon us. Eternity stirs within our heartg. And we are going to be restless until

we rest in God. You have come unto Mt. Zion - the ci/ty of the living God. The
T

U

heavenly Jerusalem,

—_—

II. E‘§I¥§§§& FELLOWSHIP
=P

M
2 5 l'{You have come to the church of the first born., You are written in Heaven.

—@ the actual

Christian church here., And it's a wonderful idea. who belong to Christ, he
4

declares, areg:g longer isolated and alone. You are@ of the greatest

fellowship on earth. The church universal.
—— e

Now the writer is thinking there,

We are told that in that day they had

the names of those faithful citizens were paced in this book. And of course

that meant a great deal. And this is what the writier is saying here. It is

something actually that the first born - you have your name written, he says,
M

in Heaven.

¢ to be loyal to your own congregation, Eyer

this buildipg where you worship, week after week isou. There is
/ - .

splendor here. It has widened your horizonm. And you belong to this fellowship.
//—'— /—"" e




Which from its beginning was small. <::§éit started in an<uppe: roomiin Jerusalem

- it has grown and extended until to%sg - and-this fellowship is world—n%de. We

do not realize fully but here is something that ought to thrill your soul, belonging

to a fellowship like that. One of the hymns used to complain - we_make God's love

too narrow., By false limits of our own. We might have said the very same thing
L

—

about the church. We make God's church too narrow by false limits of our own.

Tgp often men have b%iLF against which mistake - with mistaken zeal, the very
barriors Christ came to lewvel, They built up racial barriors, class, even

denominational or government. And they restrict Christ.

It is wonderful today to be we sing in
this church are being used in Afric India, China, Aust ah Brazil, and around
g d—’a, /,’-, ? /f/’ __///

the world where m%iiigggsigg_gégggr and come together. And it is

means to me that causes us to come together. Under the same roof - here we
s e, U T

——

are with a great host - worshipping the same Christ, ﬁeeiigg_Egggzgzgeggs, as
"

we feel toward all of those the same who pledge their lives to him. A fellowship
~/

that nothing can compare with.

.todaﬂ:we‘should s-eak from our ch others across the world, and
e PR P

say <fhrist is rlse;> Thousands of miles in Nigeria or Argentlnar—there would
m————‘m_'

come back the cgy, yes, éifhas risen 1ndeed2 Is there anythlng comparable to

that - such a universal fellowship that everytime we come together, we are a

spiritual fellowship. We are a universal fellowship. And you have come to

the church of the first born who are written in Heaven.

—

III., IMMORTAL FELLOWSHIP
w

Where he says this - that you have come to apgels in festive array. And to
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s:Lde very near to_

»

spirits of just men made perfect.

P

Now as you look across the river, to the church invisible, and the church

triumphant - he is thinking that in that other world where all that great host

sings to the Lord - ten thousand times ten thousand united in the great {§ong)i

Heaven. Worthy is the lamb that was slain to receive power and riches, wisdom,
B~ S ———d

and strength and honor and gl , and blessin .’/And what he says is in‘lw,tant
 strength anc hong d_Bl0oXy DLteSsing

for all of us who are here today on earth. We have had to face the sorrow of
separation. And there have been bereavements that have come to us.
c_./——,‘_}_—_r_

‘@} ou know that when we as Christians are at wogghip and we are.bowing

in prayer before the throne on high - that fm oved

ones who are on rLhe.ofher

) The cloud ofw:l.tnesses:Ls all around about you. In

coming to worshlp, we somehow have fellowshlp W:Lth the world immortal that is

unseen, And we are coming to the spirits of just men made perfect. The immortal

fellowship.

the palace of a k;ng. And there he found eve

and carried off the young glieen,, s > and

monsters. So he offered Lo,

o0 gut to the grage and fight the last ememy. And

rob him of his prize. Away he went to the lonelé tomb> And there he met the

mo_;g;ir of death. He grappled with him, he won the victory, and he set thg victim
g - =

free. It is a bfitlr;:g_tg__scene as he comes lew - someone completely

covered in white veil. And there he stands before the heg@— roken king. And he

said, 10_9,_1;_@__'her. I1f aught she seems to thee, like to be like thy wife, step forth



-7=

fro rief, to blissy He lifts the veil - there is the queen. Alive, and fair and

smili

, as of old. See, oh King, I give her back to thee. Now of course the

knew that this was
i

-

That that kind of thing does not happen in this world.

But when we come to\¢ We have one in oux?}

who met the last enemy, who won the victory, and so today from §

there comes back to us. See, here is Christ. Whom death had robbed. I give him
= L-&—--—--?m

back, I give her back to you. You know that your one is alive. And is
A ;———7 L ==

still near you.

_men| made perfect. And those

who love God never meet for the last time.
m”:

They are still vratigxig_g__q_\ﬁ;vg_s who are left journeying and carrying on in

this life.

Tt was cold. But someone had the idea that the

] and as soon as the notes were sounded

p—

- there was a melodthat flashed a 1ight back into the faces of the Arxmy. Soldiers

- =
and their wejﬁf,gmf went on to defeat - and on to victory. Sow_

havedd*_al't there with Christ in Ciilory, still cheer. And urge us on. And there is

a new song that comes forth in our hearts - everytime we worship. Remember the
- 4 p— \‘/——-v

writer of Hebrews when he says —GMme together to worship. They are very near
» . T *_’7 /
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to you., It ~@: if they were holding Christ's h%pd. And you his left
hand. They are as near as that., You are coming to the spirits of just men -
35 pear as g P__________l,—v

made perfect. This is immortal fellowship.

Qyou stay away from churc w1ng this spiritual fellowship. This

universal, immortal,

IV. DIVINE FELLOWSHIP

You have come to the God of al];__vz}_xg_;g_jndge - and to Jesus the mediator.

0Of the New Covenant.

In your worship he tells them, that reaching down to the verX

matter, you have come to God. As revealed in Jesus.
Fopegrrrre e r————T T

And indeed without this, all other things that he has said ,are insufficient.

/

But he says, you_go de%E; and he says ,have come now _right through Chxist.|

a friend, the friehd said — there are two lovelygd
‘ \

front of Jesus. He says, they are magnificant. The pginter said = now that

was (nog the design of this picture. And so he (ookjhis brush and he painted/

thwt. It is not that that I want you to see - he said. It is the f y

And is there anything we need to see but just the face of Jesus.
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Did you know that a ___c_og_g,r_ega.ti.cm_maats_.f.nr_xmzii}ip, and there are some who
) @ff&_lgaéflad by life, who are pppresgﬁd. Who have prob?s in

1life that seem to have no answer. There are those who have sip and there is a

Ly !
longing in their hearts. éir, we would see Jesus.L"’Are there indeed, and of us,
R b - TR <«

exempt from this expgrience.

There is somewhere that we feel that there must be a solution. That there

is something that will transfigure the meaningless frustrations of life, and no
v

mere philosophy of life will be the answer. But we will come, and we will see,

that here ith who understands. Who_loves. And we would stand and look and

say, sir, we would see Jesus.

friends listened outside of his door. At the time o prayer. And they wanted to

U S

AW ATV K R =P-Y AR TS One day, some of his

N P JUSMISIEE

discover what his prayer SM like, And they listened and they heard.

Here it is --

?‘"Gentle Jesus, meek and mild
P —_— ~—

Look upon a little child

Pity my simplicity /

Suffer me to come to Thee.,"
— : /

T

There is nothing:_flggg than that - Wfa{;would see Jes\us.are all in that

-~
critical situation o0f need. Suffer me tWe,
;
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And those happy souls who first discovered Jesus have different kind of life

now, You can listen to their testimony. I was battered by trouble and Christ

was my strength. I was lost and Christ was my guigigg light., I was in a terrible
-Q____——7 i -

storm, and Christ came and led me over the waves and delivered my soul from death.

in describing his conversion from atheism to Christianity -

as a collegg_pxoﬁessor. He read everything he could, he heard everything he could.

And he said that he was alone in his room night after night feeling that there was

something wrong. And fear had come upon him i And he said, I gave in and I

admitted that God was God. I knelt and prayed. And he said I was the most

dejected, re&ggggg;bconvert in all of England. Having felt that all the joy and
excitement of life was lost. If one became a Christian, He says that by comparison

- his former life was drab, dull, and empty. Life took on meaning and was filled
rmer ~1-e was cisl 1.

with joy, excitement, purpose, and hope.

Many people have found the delightful surprise. That this is true. What the

writer of Hebrews is saying here - that when a person comes to Christ in this divine

fellowship, the new covenant which he has.

the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved. This is our deepest need. This

is your cry.
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e, This is what thefold covenant preacher, to his %k. As he sent them

He said, when the enemy comes -

out into the wilderness.

of Hebrews, you can be certain that you are coming to Jesus.
R ey o

@}l@te anybody-here that can stay away from church. WiWedge.

V. REDEEMING FELLOWSEL

&,,7 ICYou have come to the blood of the sprinkling that speaketh better things
11

than thatr,,_of Abel.,

weak will,

sins of the flesh.

-
is like filthy-rags. And god are reduced to despair,
— v =
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that of Abel,, The\yvgoicel of thy brother.s.

story. Cries unto me from the _g‘ro/qnd.

e

blood, said God to Cain, in that old
.y e LR .

@secret sins, our many defeats\go)
. . e _—-V gt

If this were all, hope would be gone. And we could never lift our heads

3/
again,
\ But here is where th.Gospel com for whWS, cry out to
God. The @ {_Chrisg{crieg}loud drowns, and 51lenc%s<aver}>

sin that cries oyt. And God does this for Christ's sake.

=

There is an 1@\ by@ Y

was a well- /l_qledwflgure. He had gone his rounds

and he had come himself at lagf \to the ) of the day. Beside him, in the
groaning, sits his friend ( _ ) dylng man aslfed hlm, tc( geag from the

old book, The farmer opened he book, to the
Q‘_,q__—____,.

onnie Briar Bus 1}~ the old_ country

B - -
7 Doctor)who for more than 40 ye

'\@o_ther wanted this read to her when she was weak

)ﬂ/ But he said,

he shut the book.

thebook and let it open 1t:e/l_f The fw%ed,

It was the story

¢3in the tegple who would not lift up so much his eyes to

\v

Heaven. And through his tears, hegggéghese words - God be merciful to me a
-—/\ b 7 e Y
sinner.z And , and whatever we are, whether we are a preacher,
m——— Y
a deacpn, a C}Wember - whatever ony;&k in life¢ we all come to that a ast.
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God be merciful to me a sinner. And the only‘questio that really matters is -

B8l 20, We must have worn out God's mercy
so often., Can his patience hold out to the end.

@me answer that question,/ With the words of an @ -- wilt thou fergive
7 -

that sin where I have begun. Which was my §%?, though it were done before, Wilt.
& L ough >

thou forgive that sin which I run., I have a sin of fear, and when I have spun my
: ~ e = o tave

1355_Eg;g59, I shall pet;%p on the shore, Buf swear by thyself, and at thy death

my son, shall shine as he shines.now. And hithertofore, and having done that,

thou hast done., I fear no more.

¢y
ch, says the writer, you come to the blood of
g e

time you come to chur

sprinkling thaf forgivesi: Everything. Everything. Everything.,

H

6;:223u stay away from church? Can you stay away and refuse to have Him speak?
' 7




