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Song of Solomon 8:6
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ells of the ey walking through the streets

to obgerve.some people ridiculing a holl Fam@ The holy man was¢nol, disturbed

entirely Fpoﬁcggdeé If you wis h to deatroy a holy man, it must be done in a
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MOTe way . ¢ And with that,

nd anger.
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ecould be real and beautiful

% hasn't someone done that before, she requested. They have discovered

that takes out the fever. Kills the ms of diseases. Why can't

somebody discover something that will make real 10V§M29§i§?16~

That beset woman had heard the Gospel and the Good News. As found in
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Christ, that makes something lasting and something possible.

of love = who

or sgal%gw» But this is a blessed experience

made us for love. That we way recleve this glft at any time when we are willing

to accept it.(_V

.

declares., Not only a man on a cross several thousand years ago, but in every
accepted the fellowship of this Spirit
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In these nagglna aaysg there are those who are

that upsets our spiritual help.
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11Eg‘§0 possess. 1Lt may be something that is a rival.

good, =0T 7, L am sorry I have to say 1it,
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It veally gives me pain to talk about it. The truth must be told. But there is
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glea in telling it. Why is there so much of this. Not willing to bear. There

is something in us that is not able to bear with others who may by their

excellence or their difference, or their superiority.

You know that this i

is, that a person becomes conscious,

Millions of ggg%%g are f@pi%g this today a
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burping within them. Once in awhile you h
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toward a situation.

there may be a slow burning resentn@nfw Or thefe may be
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they are burning up inside, with Devilish fires of rebellion, against their lot
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they may hunt together. And they might be good,friends. But you come along and
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you put vd down an of them and immediately the

up. And begins to %;%?l° And what you are creating is a figﬁgﬁﬁyaﬁtk

may follow because of jealousy. The matter of jealousy extends from even the
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lowest of creation to the highest,
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That is whs e-these lines.

ealousy ‘is as cruel as the

grave, The coals thereof are the coals of fire.

a woman, who is made to say that. And

of

b

ought to know, to

are graven

lived to b syears old. But here is a grave, a new spot, and

this person lived 3 scog ﬁﬁ%g' And then there is a grave over to the

side, who died in middle 1ife - maybe abo
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The graves are here, of all ages, of

These brief inscriptions tell the story of life. Some arew%fﬁ,
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ls, and some wer

some wereif2§@n0
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Some were %s%%ﬁgd, and
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Some

Some

were saints, and some died believing in

a o

Some died without faith. And you see in the grave, i

all conditions Because here is placed a cross section of humanity.

all kinds, and all conditions of men,
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people could write.
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over the heart, for this purpose.

Suspended
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things in man's life and man's activity. And he 8aid( eat% and jealousy  is

a passion that is Juet llke the
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He uses a gecon ~ hen he describes it as a most vehement
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Lame , Like a jagged streak

2:24, Job 5:7. Many and fierce

are the flames which leap out of the £ ol : 5f man., The ﬁ;ame
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by a Jealo

was a tiller of

the ground, And it came to pass in the process of time, that Cain brought the
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t of the ground and offered it unto the Lord. And Abel also brought the

firstlings of the flec ”ThéuLé;d had respect. unto.Abel and to his offerings.

But unto Cain and to his offering - he had not respect. And C%%%wwas very

wrought and his countenance fell at the saying. And it came to pass when they

were in the field, that against Abel his brother
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to man was brought by jealousy

What great careers it hgﬁaﬁggckedb
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What good causes it has hindered. What atlnnsfla has bathed siddh hlood., What

cities it has consumed with fire. What hopes it has blasted. What hearts it
s
has broken. And what homes it has blighted. And what lives it has cursed.

Yes, jealousy is as cruel as the grave., As the coals of fire. Sending forth
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have opened up ancient city that was destroyed by

The last ch ..»teag& in the

le with

eturned and he was so impressed with the surviving

to Carthage,

greatness of the African metropolis, in the
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Senate without sounding a warping

raged and uestvnvuﬂ that part nF the hﬁﬂ%a WLth fire
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and sword., It When the Romans finally took the

city, all the buil to the groundw And the site was dedicated

to the ing

bed of blacgfgggwﬁggpe, brﬂ%enmf;assg fra

been found on the site, And it bears the evidence of the fate of that city -

'ealouby 3epren the natlmns, The flaming torch of jealousy have been

put on the pages Qf human history.
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o Whatever politicans may say,
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t is not patriotism,
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Now his words were fearfully fulfilled., It was national jealousy that
e v tional y

urll

turned the(s
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0 _the darkness, and the&&QEé}intgmgloodw And poured out the
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of mankind like an ocean. For even A
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became involved in that operation.

Because of internal relationships. And even time after time, nation after mnation,

we discover are destroved because of this,

A Of course, The first in the world

e

was a source of the first crim : ecause his own works were

evil. And Abel's righteous. J7and persecution
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on the part of evil. The accuser of his brethren is ever abroad. Thisﬂég%@%;g

dises

is often called into action by purity of heart and meekness of life in
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another person. He who climbs high must look down, on the hate and scorn of those

below. There comes evil passions. As ppeared on this earth - is a crowning
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illustration of how hig pure ch&~aater45rougb}}nmm o1

jealousy reached its awful climax. When it delivered up
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atesmen, misicians, scholars - and even glergy

n., Jealousy is the spur with
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which the Devil rises even amidst the noblest people.
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The eye through which he looked was grgen

That was the beginning and that was the day Saul first heard the women praising

Cired
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David. ”hdﬁz dJof it was when Saul and his three.sons lay dead, upon the
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among individuals was during
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the foolish man, FEnvy slaveth the silly one.
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through envyigﬂd_jéalyusyg
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One of their number was a great chagpi
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but it

And he igll victim to his ownﬁjealo 8V
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and really in every

We find that jealogsy is in 1
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grea o It is Swifr - it is so terrible.
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Tt strikes a cruel blow at our doy 3 We suffer, we are injured. And
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many=tines.

How gégg@ we see this in a jealous rage — something haggensﬁ even iﬂw§§§§

stories. TI in, the worst of things happen. Because an individuals
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heart has a wild c2 !

g and a passionate desire. And he goes to carry out some
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crime due to this evil that he has in his heart.

ou_ever fele the flame of i

art,.! lias the g%ég%g&h
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ever hissed in your ear. Is there( neJin your line of work or service

whose name has brought to pass a cloud over your face. Is there someone who is

your teeth over. Is there
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Oy whSEBNgaodness and godliness vou sgokn.

:there, under a sun fé sxnglé}parbon whose affection vou might be turned. Is

your happiness.

e 1 4t -
{whiernpivou feel dt's f1

Or note it's first flémeﬁ Then you can hapdle ;x@ This is one of the mest awful

sins because there is no depth to which it will not descend. There 1s po
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cruelty at which it will not stop. There is no character, no matter otherwise
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how fine and strong. Which it cannot, if once submitted - bring to ruin., There
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ig no garden of happi%%§s which{it}cannat enter and destrgy,i
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It is amaZLn? that the Loxd has spared me and used
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me at all. Ye

This good man had been jealous of

ministers qeemln?ly more succe%aful than himself. And envyyhad been in his eyes
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(Eé‘is an offensive instrument,
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for the sake of wounding. And hurts for
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the sake of hurting.

This ig one of the most awful sins of the flesh. And one of the most uncalled
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ble to stand before envy, Solomon said.
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heart. And it comes forth 1ike

for envy. assion. If walketh the stree
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ag;ggmeg The onvzcuq man Srovs tklﬂ at another man's nrosperﬁty.
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5 én thguyerv ﬂatgxgﬁ the Snirvit thar dwelleth

ihettg. lusteth to envy.

and then murderad him,

there is no rcal reason for its ekistence. Tt just springs out of an unregenerated

T

ame to visit them, they took him and cast him into
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Lhim into slavery. Because of jealousy. They paid for

kagﬁv¢ And then the

their deed with an awf e, and in the end they were forced to recognize

Joseph's superiority. Their envy made them poor. But it intended harm for Joseph
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- but it hurt them more than it hurt him.

Again in the Bible there is d he was fg%l of jealousy
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al strings. So he
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:Lg;wgim. He even built the p}éggmpgxéan‘,this man. And the

How of vou have bhee 1 on the gallows that yo
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Many a man has died on this gallows of env% that he has prepared
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for another. LOZE/@;OHHG vou, right now in your community. And your reﬁentmﬁnt
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texaldmﬁ%}ervg Toward religion., Toward your nezphborsq 1 to show me

with envy.

a person who is filled and jealousy

allows

for « omebcdy else, that mement vou die.
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says 1t is as 'cr Was it that God just wanted to

make some kind of dgﬁggggggg%; of it. Did he forbid it just because it makes
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us miserable, Certalnlv not. Gggiks 1nteresﬁed 1n_our,total being.
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We are told in 3

prosper and be in health - ewven as thy soul prospereth.
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Remember jealousy wasi Before he was transformed

bf the sins offLucifer

. He was je i and was determined that he was going

to dethrone God and put himself in God's place. Therefore, God hates envy and

jealousy.
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ath jof Christ is jealousy.
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were enyious vathe)arowdﬁ that_flocked to hear hiﬁ; Because the people made

Jesus “omewhat of a_hero, they had jealous hearts that burned with fire. They
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had conferences together and planned to put him to death.
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differences. And jealousy takes many forms. When "t hates Gwdi it will help

to destroy all in sight.

r ”anﬁ jealousy is forbidden because

Envy is something that is connected

don't think you are alone in possessing it.

himgelf, had

or lesser degree.
rmanos:

ymount of He was jea s of 7 groupscalled Christians. And

at whose stoning he officiated,
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He found that light on the-road

And his envy was changed into fervent love. And unrestrained jov,
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and happiness. And he began serving the Saviour.

ou find the{g
S

ornggg%g in ta 11n“ care of that. And yet, there are many people afflicted of the
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of some disease in your body, vou would spare no tim
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deadly disease oﬁmggyyg who are doing nothing about it.
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as any open immorall Vg It
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is one of th long with

nﬁ;ﬁgpg fornigatien, and drunkepngss. It is more prevelent thﬁn any of these.

Though in the(?ulpiz‘ we seldom warn people about its powery And its destruetion,
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Though it is not forbidden by law, this vice has infiltrated all of modern life



» lest ye be condemned. Behold, the

because

is forbidden and is

contentment out wa$%@$%fw It is impossible for a person to be coptent as long

o

s he is jealous in his heart. There are many people you have seen with

e

bit&gxgessﬁ nigjggﬁ 1ru%tratlany C%ifﬂﬁigﬁ - a5 a direct result of jealousy.
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Jaal@usy(taka% away the effectiveness of one's work and one's life, and one's
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service for God,

It alsg od., There is no possibility

that a person can receive fellowship with God and have envy.in his heart. If you

are not a Christian, and have never given your heart and life to Christ - this

is one of th hust repent

sins that separates yvou from your God. And{
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of vour sin and receive Christ as your Saviour before you can receive a new nature.
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Howyggﬁﬁyﬁu‘ara a Christian and have jealousy in your heart, it means that you are
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out of fellowship with Christ. And you no longer have the thrill of victorious
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Very briefly in

@%géAaan;w when they were ous of Moses. And

This gives vou insight as

here Lhat hecause of the jealousy

it saye
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can defeat the whole army of God., One person, whose life is filled with jealousy,

one unfruitful life. Can hinder the progress of the church.
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There is alprayer)that you ought to pray.

and try me., And see if there be any wicked way in me. And lead me in the way
be an wa
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Psalm 139:23.) uearch me o God,
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of everlasting.

thatzmay be in my life. (Thoggéyha are Quﬁigy

of this sin are going to be judged. They are warned in the Bihle, that someday
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we will stand before the {u

thoughts of jealous and envy. HMany of you are asking right now
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That is, you are on your way to being cured

for your failure. Look and in vour

own soul. And then take ~ get rid of that sin which has beset

~ - on the contrary,
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Blind eyes : ol
There are several ways that we keep our eyes shut. I have already talked about the first one — > o
theologizing. We talk about healing but how often has a person been dramatically healed after L

we have prayed for them.

e

g

On an ABC New Special, "In the Name of God," Peter Jennings interviewed the founder of the
Vineyard Christian Fellowship, John Wimber. Wimber said that the first time he went to church he
expected dramatic things to happen. After attending three Sundays, he was frustrated. Following the
service, he talked to an official-looking man and asked him, "When do they do it?" "Do what," the man
replied. "The stuff," Wimber answered. "What stuff?" "The stuff in the Bible." "What do you mean?"
"You know, multiplying loaves and fish, feeding the hungry, healing the sick, giving sight to the blind.
That stuff.” "Oh," the man replied apologetically, "We don't do that. We believe in it, and we pray about
it. But we don't do it."

One reason may be our approach. We are much like the disciples. We spend more time talking about
healing than praying for healing. I am not referring to the general prayers we offer when someone we
know is diagnosed with cancer. We make an adequate attempt at presenting those petitions. [ am
referring to prayers that are more specific. In the book of James, the sick are specifically instructed to
call the elders and have them prayer over them, anointing with oil. When was the last time you requested
such prayer? We may believe that God heals but could still have closed eyes?

/\‘/

o : : P
We also keep our eyes closed out of a judgmenta]% spirit. We have a difficult time accepting that God
could use another person or, another church whose style of spirituality we find offensive.

The minister and several lay people had tried to help Tom and his family. They lived almost next door to
First Church. Their yard was a disgrace. Broken-down cars. Dead washing machine (and dryer) on the
front porch. Tom drank and there were rumors that he abused his wife and kids.

The women invited her to a UPW Circle. The CE committee paid for the kids to go to church
camp. Nothing changed.

Then one day the pastor notice Tom cleaning his yard nearly every weekend until everything
was put in order. All the major appliances were removed. The minister waited for an opportunity to talk
to Tom to see what was going on. It finally came quite unexpectedly.

"Tom, is that you?" The pastor asked, after this well-dressed man had spoken to me. He had so radically
changed. The pastor hardly knew him. "What happened?

"I've been saved," Tom said. .
"From what?" asked the pastor.

* "From hell," he announced. "The hell of my life, the hell I'd put my family in. Born again. Fire
baptized. No more alcohol. No more meanness."

The pastor of First Church couldn't deny the miracle.
"Owe it all to Bethesda Community Church," he said.

"Gosh, Tom," I said. "I wish our church could have helped you. That church is, well, a bit
narrow."

He smiled. "Don't feel bad, preacher. No nice church would have had me. You Presbyterian
offered me aspirin. I needed massive chemotherapy.”

"All I know is, I was blind. Now, I see."

Keeping Our Eyes Open






