
FOUR UNBIBLICAL MODELS FOR CHURCH 

 
James Rutz, in his book 'Megashift' outlines four non-Biblical models 
for the modern Church: 
 
The Harvard Model - Where the professor is the preacher, the 
lectern is the pulpit, and the students are parishioners. Trouble is, they 
can sit and take notes for forty years, but they'll never graduate, 
never get a degree, and never ever become professors themselves. 
 
The Hollywood Model- With its stage, entertainers, polished 
performances, costumed singers, applauding audiences, etc. All the 
church needs is popcorn. 
 
The IBM Model - Where a board of directors runs everything from the 
top down, where permission to do things is denied or granted by the 
CEO (Pastor) and committees, where finances are the overriding factor 
behind policies, and where the institution competes with other 
churches for market share. 
 
The Wal-Mart Model- Where aisles and aisles of tempting 
merchandise offer something for everybody. Seeker-sensitive mega-
churches, with their array of 100+ programs, mirror beautifully the 
'consumer heaven' ideal of Wal-Mart.' 
	
  


