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II11. A Three-fold Conflict / g '
The Spirit is ob an errands TS Bible says he is sent

tp convince the world in respect to three tbg_:g'a_. By the

Eeproot or Tather convictign)ehich is spoken about here ia

‘meéant the process by which certain facts are borne in upon

man's understanding and consciousness. ‘Also the convict.i:gg
of error and fault, It is nec mere derconstration pf
intellectual trust but it is a process of conviction of

error in respect to great moral and religious truth, The

 §pirit by the world and conscionce is a reprower. To

convince is akl n s the office of the gudgo

gr——

in summing up the eviderde and settling a matter that has

been long cenvassed in a clear and true light. Convircing

work is the Spirit's worke

0f course we know the Spirit is called the Comforter.
One should not think of this as cold comfort, but it is

First to convince and then to
comfort,, This is to both Jow and Gentile. He will give

the wgrld the most powerful means of conviction as the
apostles shall go into all the warld backed by the Spirit

the meve the Spirit takes.

to preach the Gospel. 1 Cor, 1lhi:2l,

}:“ . 4 .
@4 | FAUTS WHICE CONVINGE ME WORLD

John 16:7-11

Once agair; we tﬁm to fix our attention upon this group
in the pper room where it seems everything was .against '
them, Thare was nothing for them except the Master's
pzln_io. They werecg_gg_fg)md were not able to ses all

of the truth, as he was about to depart from them, But he

tries to get them to think of Lhis depapture as being-a-.
profit to them, This was a staggering thought for he was
leaving and they thought nothing could take his place, He
was setting the pace for the diseiples to be strengthened
for their conflict with the world,

I, The Spirit Will Mean Gain .7

He explains that it will be mtor him to go
away, Now he does net leave them by death or by whiflwind
but by his own pgrg he goes inte the heavens, We might
contrast this going with the 0ld Testament story of{Elijah)
who needed the chariots of fire and the horses of fire to
bear him up, but .Jg_s_gg_mdeg ne_outward power to 1ift him.
He was borne up by his own energy and power and he was
telling them that this would be so much better than his

bodily presence for the Spirit could be everywhere in all



2o

__places at &1k tines. His(bodily presence)will draw men's
eyes, but his spirit will deax their hearts. His departure

will be a positive gain for these bewildered men who are

about him,

Wie remember that thoéggs@onoe said that it would
be better for him to depart and be with Christ; neverthe-

less it was needful that he abide in the flesh, He was

saying, though I want to go I am bound to stay. Now Jesus

comes and says, it is for your good that I am going, Faul
knew that should he leave he could no longer hoip his

brethren., Ho could not stretch his hand out and do anything
for them because of death, But Jesus is saying that there
will be greater influences through his Spirit, and it will

be a positive gain to those whe trust in him.

‘s we Look back upon Jesus! éarthly ministry)and think

of those who gathered arcund him and heard him speak, and
saw his deeds performed, were they better off than we are

today? We have lost nothing that they had which was worth
. keeping and we have gained a great deal which they did not

have. 8o Jegus says, my going will be a gain for you,,

3e.

ll Ei The waﬁter Nill Come R 7 5 L

|

If and when I do depart, the ggpforter will come and
dwell with pen, Here we come to understand that the

upon earth, living among men, dying upen the cregs, but this-
was part of the plan.for God to pour out his Spirit upon

humanity. This is a portion ¢f the complete work that the

Spirit be sent as a weapon against the world. Jesus must
Mmmmw out the
fulness of his Spirit upon men everywhere, And so he says,

If I go away, the comforter will come to you,

You have th

thw_w. On the contrary, they had more

to gain than to lese by his departure., And this was

Tong view de if you think

ould be hinder by
of Christ,

mec

the al pr
present they would contiméto logk to him. In the second

place the departure of Christ was a(definit of his
work as mediator. Thw

Mmﬁl after his departure because this is a

If Jesus shoeould remain

part of the Spirit's work to.testify.cencerning Jesus.
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This (doss not moan)that nothing bt usbelist in Christ
is reckoned as sin and that the only way the Hely Spirit
can bring conviction of sin is to the mind of man who is
an unbeliever, but unbelief is the preof of sin and the
Holy Spirit will bring conviction because they believe not
For unbelief in Jesus

in Christ and this is a fatal sin.
is unbelief in God,

2¢ Rghtowmees. verr:o 10

This is the second step of the Spirit's work. ¥hen a

man is convinced of sin therw his haart)thnt
4

rightecusness may be his, that it may be given him from

above and this will sweep away all his sin and make him
righteous as Ohrist is righteous. For example, it would be
no good to exhibit medicine)to a man unless he knows that

he has some disease. It ia of ne use to talk about
ri@_t"eouancas tc a man who has not found himself to be a

sinner. And it is of little use to talk of sin te a man
unlegs you are ready to tell him about the righteousness
To be convicted of sin-without

“knowledge of rightécusnggs would be real.misery, =

that will cover his sin,

The opposite of sin and to be yearned for after. con—

. g p ‘
viction, as demonstrated mfwthro gh (5 :

Se

.

1, S:Lnl verse 9
He shall copyince thae morld of sin, This is the first

character the Gospel)that it unfolds, the fact of
sin and its deeper meaning, It w and
m upon humanity, Apart from the conviction of sin

by the Spirit using the Word, thwme

4 notion what sin is. The world would not know of its
m&g that it effects the whole man, Without the

Spirit, what does the world kmow about thw_&g,

Without it what does it care aboub the poisen until the

. sonvicticn has been driven hoange

Christ and his work w upon what we think abou@_

cond;t;g;)as to whether or not he is sinful., The reot of

e

all heresy lies here,

The things that have led men away
from Jesus Christ and his cross may be traced to & wrong
knowledge of man's conditions If I do not feel as the Bible

weuld have me feel, that I am a sinful man, I should think
differently of Jesus Christ.

Christianity may be to an
individual a system of beautiful ethics or a guide for life
or a revelation of precious truth, BPut it will not be

a redemptive power without which I am lost. This idea will
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take away from Jesus the glory as a redeemer, . Is -«
Christianity just vetter merality. -Is it merely a high

revelation of ‘God's nature or does it do something as well

as say something? And what does it do? Is Jesus Just a

teacher or a wise m&p, an example,-a prophet, or is he the
We nust begin shere

sacrifice for the sins of the'world,

this ipture te and our whele conception of his
work must be based upon this fact that we are sinful and

lost. “The world has to be convinced of sin and so the
Spirit comes to convict of sin, Of course, we know that

the world

>

Mx and the Spirit comes and gives us a picture of
our lives. Some of us do not think it is sin gt all and

tell us that men is no more responsible for his belief than
he is for the color of his hair, Wnat is it that a man
turns away from when he turns away from Jesus Chriat; He
turns €rom the loveliest, the loftiest, the perfect revela-
tion of God. He turns awsy from a perfect human life that
ever was or will be. He turns away from a miracle of
self-sacrificing love, He turns away fram hands laden
‘with and offering to him the most precious and wonderful

blessing that a soul can desire, S‘unbelief in Jeauszz

Christ leads ocne to reject the Son of God and he will not
T ——

see him in the flesh,

nd h
and wickedness, ﬁ‘;’

Do
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He does not care for the gifts that are offered,

forgiveness, cleansingy Like the people wandering in the

wildernesspwho said, we do not want your W
We have grown ascoustemed Yo the garlic-and onicna.
down in Egypt. They smell strong and there is some taste

in them, so there are pepple in the world who say that
pardon is of no use to them, that they are not troubled
with their sins and the offer of purity has no atbraction
for them, Sin is living to oneaelf instead of living for

Gods It is the w.m@ecause
they believe not on me. The Spirit will convince the

sinners of sﬂ.n!‘ﬁt Just tell them about 9>th w‘
reprove then and cause them Yo up to 44) That they

have acted against reason and against truth, he will show

them that their true interest has been in sin. He will

co heir unbelief, that is their unbelief in
Christ. This is the one eigning sin it is a
gin that ruins. Every ain ruins but unbelief destroys

sinnerg. This is at the bottom of all sin because it
cagses them to rsbel against Christ,

They doubted the law

ahd the prophets, and they doubt Jesus' work on the cross.

%gi&

———

And they need to be reminded of
AT
e I Da M&n«{
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to Christ's rfightecusness? As certain to come as the
\

gondemnation because of sin and the lack of righteousr.lbssk'j

is the judgement, ‘j‘_ W

Je .

the necessity of the God-kind of righteocusness. The sin

of not trusting in Jesus and not cbeying him has been
clearly established, MNow the fact that Jesus is geing to
the Father will be used to demonstrate the righteocusness

of Jesus,

)
R . -t -

He will convict us of Christ's perscnal righteousness,

1 John 2:1:J For the(centurion)in [Luke 23:L7 [said,

"Gertainly this was & rizhloous man.”
ia] His enemies put him

to the most severe tests, so the "S;?irit shall convince men

of this righteousness, It will bring this knowledge to mind,

There are some men who do not care to be righteous or care

to understand what it is to be righteous or yet, on the

M A £ .
il Kare. Wt -t
Jesus is talking about the process of his _ggnannzg,

which hes been taking place in his death, his resurrection,
and when I go back to the Father having finished my work
here, the Spirit will convince the world of rightecusness,
One of the guarantees of this is the fact that Jesus is
ascending back into heaven, Suppose Jesus had remained in
the grave. A dead Christ would not have impressed the world
and we would stumble through life knowing that he was a
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failure, But we know that if he has ascended up on high and
gits there at the right hand of God that he is imparting his

nature and his character to those who love him,

3. Judiement' V( / / »
So the triple conviction iswmg)

which will be victorious, Chris% tells us thaf. the Spirit
will teach us that rightecusness will triumph o;rezr sin and
there will be a Julgenent which wil) come to deaticie
W which will be given us will judge us
and separate us day by day from our .sina.. This three-fold

&oariotion will appeal to owr gonsoienge)end to the under-
standing of our hearts. It says he will judge thz érince)

of the world. And this world does have a prince. Some

will remain in the sin of unbelief and share the judgement
of the prince of this world and we realize that following

the coming of the Spirit he is to carry the work of Christ

to completion,

This is as certain to come &s condemnation because of

sin and the lack of righteousness. Thgdov:ll' the grincez

of this world, was judged and was discovered %o be a great
e EEEE——,

deceiver. By the judgement of the prince of this world
it appears that Christ is stronger than Satan and can

1.
disarm and disposess him. This cen be applied to the final
day of judgement. |
Therefore, you realize that the coming of the Spirit
would bo.a great advantage to the disciples for the prince
of the world is judged and Jesus accomplished that gy R

cross, #e do not h:ow'how(far-reaohig m influences of '
the cross may beE but we de know that since that cross, the

power of the world has been broken, that God has been dis-
closed, that new forces have been put to work in the hearts
of people,
be finally cmplgijg_j,n_the Judgement, He came in the form
of a servant to die. He judged the prince, he comes in

the form of a king on a great white throne, He will Judge

The precess which began when Christ died will

the world,

e you when vou think

ereiaaglafgudg-

ment coming. Do you rejoice to know that the righteousnsss
M \ - - e

which is in heaven is gsure to copguer, Some will call for

the rocks to cever them, Others will rejoice. It ought te

be a hope and yet it is a fear for there are scme who have

not listemed to the conviction between sin and rightecusness.

Have you learned of your sin? Have you opened your heart



