s given us the setting and the general

principle of how to use your possessions.

It is the ay who made to k who

accunulaeted to himself, who wa%, and not
o ‘:‘—-——‘—'-__-_‘_7
to ﬁi\(e .. Who was anxious to gpt and glad to hoard

but he was not cheerful when it came to distribute
[ Sy

- he was rich toward himself but he was poor toward

God. He was wealthy for this kind of life but he

was a poor man concerning the life to come. Therefore,

the text -- lay up treasure for yourself', not on this
earth.

offering a prize for the best

¥ The winner "mongy is ap
instrument that can buy you everything but happiness

and pay your fare to every place but Heaven."
o Y

———

Now money can provide many of the comforts we need

i
but in so far as the basic things it will not meet them

all.

FordJwas so wealthy that on:.one occasion
- < = o s e —

b sl [ 5 gl e e el A
] (‘11*71“44“-

%ow DO YOU USE YOUR Possmssxons"

i " LUKE 12:21

INTRODUCTTION :

Aent te his doctgs for a physica.l examin-

When the doctor teld him tha.t hi

a.tion g ound

TR TR L -

as a dollar, he fainted, for he knew how unsound the

dollar :l_s_ ngw_—a-d_a_ys .

L a—

fact that thof money is only relative. For
§ ) is worth only tha.t Waae. And

.judging by the standard it is worth very little, in

fomeone Jhas said, money

Loy 5

Which serves to point u;p the

ha o

these times of 1nflation.
—————

—

talks alright, but in these dg,xs a dollar doesn't

have enough cents to say a.ny"tging worth while.

A profl‘ba% Mh& crowd and was listening to
—_—
tw They were agitated byw_gg;.yn
) 9

o ”
W, 5’ warning to fear him who had power fo-Rell and to cast
A

into Hell, and were excited to a grateful joy by the
assurance of a special and merciful providence which
supplied their daily wants, watched over their steps,

Z4
't "
\,7 . end numbered the yery.hairs.of.their heads,
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J’ \(,that content.

|

L :
\{,/Zz" But, Sheir @Eention vas suddeniy Sotassiinde There

was ong among them, those who listened to him who spake
— ""—"""_—'7 :

as never a man spake and who was engrossed by the love

of money. And he was t ing with the doctrines
P --—-31!25~%¥ﬁ

of Jesus. He was attracf7ed to him by his reputation

of a chance in life, and he was wondering what his

wealth could purchase. He had no taste for those
spiritual treasures which Christ was offering, without

money and- without price to others.

Now he wanted to perceive the ag%hg;;ty by which

Jesus was teaching. It was diffe;eyt from anything

,else he had ever heard and he was quick to conclude

that'he might avail himself of this authority. The
things that filled his heart had exclgded Christ.
There were not any of the théuéﬁts of any of the
affections.

He 1 d and said Master speak to

. my/fbrotherfthat he divide the inheritance with me,

This teils us In Verse 6 and 7 and 13 that he disclaimed

all rights to power to judge and settle questioﬁs of

e s g

‘and he taught him a lesson that he must r,éwzl .

4%
and that he must’ pursue riches. But he would find i
" v

For a man's life was nq&lggyiggkr

——

of ' the things which he’migggprlgeaB §m4abundangg.

hard to §

gl o PR el val e an

How true, how wise that & man's life is really

not ‘in his possession, material possession.’ ILife has
v A

a better chance ‘than' a more’ ehduring substance than

1d because that would perish. It has highe i)
&0 perdy It Ligher A
and nobler things to possess. They that would be rich
perhaps’ fall into temptation and snap.’

The danger of tendency and destruction of ve

of mone; on the heart 'and the habits of men is portrayed

here in this chapter din a parable.

he warning against covetousness and to

illustrate the deception and the hardening influences

of it the riches 'thatimight vinerease vin goods, relates

TGS

for himself and was not either in the possession or

i howing “that ca'man ‘who layscup tressure

use of his wealth lives toward God.



God. Ly bt i ¢ LIuamiy
’
Th i

Now the giver is ignored

and consumed his affection.
el
and selfishly, he excludes, practically pushés God out

of his thoughts.

Jhave imagined his own thrift, his own
————— e

absorbed .his thoughts, filled hisswiwion |
:Jnnn—z;r "

e

f ight, hi ork .
oresight, his own edergy, and his own hard w

But neither on the  other hand does he acknowledge

God or confess that it is becaggg_gg;ggglg_znndesss.
m--ﬁeﬂ;-mspect that he is dependent upon
God, who sends the sun,'the rain, the air, and causes

— ,
the earth to produce.

In the vastness of his possessions |

we see a variety and an ‘abundance of the goods. In his

they are full of a satisfied heart, the wonderful
- ~ et .___———-—-—————7

CerustDe had in liis.wealth. He is without God in the

world =~ ‘alone with the plenty, rejoicing in/ the harvest.

But he is@comsciousaf the giver of the fraitful

He has toiled for wealth and he has/ it.

season.,
N

-

5
he wé.a ?eported to have disggggtﬂ.ﬂ.l—lmm in a
Conadian baak of a_million dollacs vhich he did not
know that _he possessed. o
Yet he sa.id
,' t. e only real t

endence, you will nes

that a man can have in this world is a reserve of
knowledge , ekperience, and gbility.

Mgney cannot buy you happine

Money cannot buy you ‘W—in times of sorrow.

Money cannot buy you clhﬁ/a.e)t‘r_'

. o
Money cannot buy you s)aﬁrﬂf)/n./

I. I want us to note first thel aﬁﬁence of wea.lth,,’

Under this idea I would like for us to use this
Yo illustrate the proof that we find a man's

life influenced by the way he uses his possessions.



It either blinds his mind, hardens his heart, inflames

hig passign or dggag_nig_%gyl. And we need to air

these warnings.

In a case of this{{llustratiop)it is so important
that the principles be thoge Of SORASCEALINL.ONE S
wealth and service to the glary of God, And we can

take it from this man's 2ur§§;t and further it. He
might have usg@_ggx_g&ﬂg;_&inﬁ_gﬁzggrk to awaken any

suggestions on the successful gathering of wealth

and the way of piliné)it up.But he enters this sub-

Jject in the case where a man_gggﬂgggymylaﬁad;:&ugg

money inﬁgp Eggsgtﬂ;gg&ign. There is no ggrrup}e;ss
) him

jga) the vorker, s Gadhes bleasss
e ‘—;

with vision and with thought. And they work together.

This to he was rich, but at last_he is
\

rich without any emotion of gratitude, ‘

thought of st ip, or a desire of fellowship
: e o

—
w1t§_§e§5 and to increase his life with other spiritual
blessings. And he starts with a certain rich man.
And I should like for us to take the following ideas

from this parable.

/

i
P 4

g
"‘I_-‘i_u
[

We are told here that

W1

-~
-’./.
4

oAt LS S -

wealth that was sqgggg_ﬁgz_hiegalf was wealth that

blinded his mind. Thg'g

brought forth plent#sl:
The successive products of the earth had brought him

wealth.

You note it was ill-gotten . . It had

grown by God's blessing upon his skill, and his work,
p——

and his ;gbor., and ?}s.cqre. Hg}plgwed, anq_g%ﬁpted,
and sowed.
—_—

)gave him the seasons —- the_ggqgsr, the winter,

the sunshine, the rEEB, the seeds, and the harvest.

His barng were full and they continued to grow. The

I mm—

direct agency of God's providence is constantly displayed.

The earth is such a change of prosperity. It is a

wonderful and impressive thing here that this man was

growing rich.

But it seems that he wag

source of his success.
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labored and now hg will rest.

- he will not‘thigk.ni;%96~i523he using of hig_!.gi;h.

He layed up for himself. He will enjoy it alone.
% 4 =7

He forgot God in getting

His aspirations are bound by his possessions. He

is thinking about the range of years to come. 8So these

are thy goods, thy God, enter into thy rest. §EE=QQEE::
t inl d be merry. And do not spare it, thou

esa {_@rln{,.an e v : P .

hast much goods layed up for many years.

2ot

Take thine

The long yeg;s>of toil are ended. The anxious

’

thought for tc@g;row can disturb him no longer.

Diligent hands, the daily thrift, the n;gh&lx_ﬁﬁyg,
/ —-—-——7

the boundless work has resulted in the great riches.

(Eeepuid economize in thwf

is all the happiness he is going to get. Take thy

ease, eat, drink, Now(whatevel) his passions may have

been it suggests that he himself could supply it. Soul

——

be merry. And he joins in to live today, let tomorrow

be as today and much more abundance. Thou hast much

goods.

i

For as is in all thinge else, he is rich and

1_@33“_13_@?1. He G ﬁ:?&t is Eold. He

hag a_tem' his ba:n. But rich as he was

- he was not rich toward God. MHe knew that he was

rich indeed in goods and he had need of nothing, as
) ——

wealth could furnish. But he knew not that which

all his boast in wealth, he was toward God s wretched,

miserable, poor and blind, and naked soul.

This wad

 picture of this man who lived, who

—

labored, and layed up his treasure.

Second, it

dened his heart] Now, his heart

was hardened against the beauty and benevolgnga toward

men. And he thought to himself saying what shall I do

because I have no room to store up my fruits. The

preceding years was inadequate for he had a plenty of
harvest this year . He must therefore preserve the
fruits of his labor. The only answer was larger store

houses,

Well, he resolved tothe barns that he had,
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and buildosomeibigger ones. He needed more sEace in

his desire to preserve his goodg there is nothing that

we could condemn him. It is simply the act of selfish-~

ness, he wds, and that

is right. But he does it only for himself, now that

is the point where he is wrong.

He never loses.&ight of him;gifasnd his goods. God

is forgotten. Poor people are forgotten. The good
i

wealth that it might do is forgotten. The hearts that
he might gladden and cause to rejoice are not in his

mind.

What cares he for these or for God. He says these

arg“@fruits X _@2500&3 3 Mns , and have gotten

me all the wealth. May I not do wgg; I please with my

own. shs,ll I consult. _§__od, the poor?
: —— —
[0y Purras = Mg Bracaoem — pag pliasncts =

In that case my present barns will hold all that

I need . No, none of these felt his mind counselling.

(What yhall I do. I will pull down, T will build up,
Vd

T will bestow my ?@ to a place of safety.

P

on xR

Here is a ccmbinstion of selfishness and pxido. o
.. (1T |
The legitimate fruit, there was enough to make thono

— Py

who will be rich, to pause and to tremble. For how

T B Ch S o e = A ekl b

His presents were as blissful as his heart could desire.

He had much goods he had enough for the long years

that were out before him. His future was gorgeous
—

and it would be taken care of in a wonderful way. Here
was a portrait of the richest atheist ever portrayed.

And Jesus is the one who is telling this story.

™ " “ - y i .
(“fvgrse lgé Now the selfish passion for wealth seldom

covering real wisdom - it is generally exacted. In

I
this rich man, knows nothing)of the pure ap ill-

ed religion. All he contemplgfgs is a purpose and a
—————

plan for a larger barn to be built. He now passes into
B o e o e o, SRS

NesonpaibisTom s

the future, and a long line of years stretches outand

away before him. He has much goods_;gxgd:gg,for each

of the many years that are coming to meet him. He has
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through skill.

even labor, dnto gold. And who so ever plants, and

works , .and waters he gives the increase. And man

accumulgtes, accunulates to.give Christ prescv?ption

His providence turns all of thils,

for growing rich, is give and it shall be given to

youo i ,..‘A:.A..

Now this philosophy, certainly we know that we

must ‘get and give. Yet first, and give. Bome ggople

But the command is
, the promise is wonderful

For if

given to you. That is the rule of the Christian life

ou give, it shall be

from beginning to end.
here, thatiis to give out, and what is going to be
returned. Give, says Christ, give something - give

according to your abilityl CIt
#

you can give, give little, that: those who are able to
w. -_—

give more supply for the lack of those who could give

1little. God loveth & ch . - Giving, you
will grow rich toward Ggg, and giving to everyone that

asks you to every good cause.

And the amount is not stipulated

w
/

W

and the dr!lﬁ”_

W While he dresncy
e
was b its highth, the pleasures here yere unrolling

before nin, and o Great yolgEprouwnd his sou). It ves
| h

God that spoke, and oh, hog‘terriblé were the words.

oo n

‘&hou.ﬁa&é tgiﬁ pight thy soul is required of thea.

Then who's shall these things be which thn_h.;g

"
provided. So is he in character, in feeling, docm,

and destiny who lays up for himself in this world and

_is not rich toward God.

1Ty The. . We have noted how people use their

Now what is the remedy.

possessions for themselves.

is the @f a parable - it contains a solemn
admonition against the sin of the covetousness. It

warns against laying up treasurers for his own sake
and for its own use exclusively. It teaches that
wealth is a gift of God and that it must be used for

his glory and for the good of God's children.

]

Here




1k

N " & o : 1 I&
Ig its proper use we make friends for CGod. And we
S

need to become rich toward him. A case of>the rich

fool certainly stands as an gxample of the sin and

punishment of selfishness. It is a case of doom.

(Bixst) afe od.) Vell this is
S cﬁﬁﬁﬂléﬁgaéI&2E_22iBs_ngx.&alkinz.nbe&&(iazgih

A wealth may be an indefinite idea but the world's

idea of wealth that I would 1ike to use is the

matter of money. We occupy thegggxigiian_igfp

for this object, an opportunity, the idea of power

and work to give to him that need it. If we are
destitute of means and have no ability to work for

means then only can we be excused from giving.

g feast.

Baul)descrives it as a duty of a conven

To labor and working with his hands that he may have

to give to him that needt%p. Ephesians 4:28.

Thus making i‘ the Christian 1ife to

e

give a portion even of the hard earned fruits of

dail r as an offering of doin ood.
lally labon g g8

&
\

e

Wealth, in the Christian sense then is

(@ispositionypo give as God has prospered us and to

ivé'will ly and cheerfu « The ability, the
g gy /J./m’llb' >
spirit, the obligation of this law of Christian life

are combined and countenance by the disciples of
Jesus. They are reflected in the life of the master.
That whosoever haveth this world's goods and seeth

his brother have need and shuth his compassion from

him - how dwellth the love of God in him.

The principle is this, the possessions of the means

of(relievinggggg contributing)toward the relief and

the needs of others is a duty. He who has the means

was eliminated or whether he has a wonderful store
house of wealth - must use his ability according to
his gift. To use we make of this wealth ~ displays

the riches of our 1iberality@hives us richly all

the means of wealth which is reguired. The Qseg.that
—— it

lans, the ener that executes the that works the
P2ARS, AL -y

hand that gathers, the foresight , the pgﬁigpce, wealth

p——t
is inherited, wealth through trade, through gommerce ,




Christ needs his help. And on the Lovd%ﬁ~9.v~houf@gggp

$10 in the collectian sz;e. Suppose the local church

used 35 of his gift to maintain it's:g;pistry, that

means that that leborer has spent a half a day serving

Christ in some way. Visiting the sick, guiding the

bewildered, preaching to the people. Suppose $5 of

his gift was given to the state pissi program and

into the foreign mission prefiram, that would mean that

he spent another part of his day building colleges,

hospitale, orphanages and going in out of the way

——————

places to reach men for Chrigt. He would labor and

he would work in strange lands for Christ's Egke.

Now this is¢8

my body which {s broken for you. HNow you can say -

‘@- Lord is my money which represents my life spent

Mwuuu¢~4 ;;E;ﬁﬁdehu“jMUu*ﬂhww.
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Give and it shall be given unto {gg, good measure,

pressed down, shaken together, and running over.
Iuke 6:38. 1 Samuel 2:7. Now it is(hot)by pulling
down our barns and building greater that we have to

7
make room to bestow for plentiful harvest. It is

not this at all. But our riches are going to grow
a8 we grow rich in God. But wealth in the sense

here presented is the power to work, that we may

have to give.

th_is talentf It is éntrusted
to/Bs7 to be Qserun, and lre to God. @
b;,:i% his barns progred and he blessed
his plans, all a and earth, sky and heaven, worked
together for is mgn. But creation is not filled

with this for selfishness. This man was ignorant.

And t?ere was

Poverty is representative, fo

he had not where to 1 8 head. And he made

friends with those who were poor in the world.
The obligation_to give, of giving, is according

to how God has prospered and is absolute and

universal. It binds all, and it excuses none.
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It is a law of life. And, ho

man to enter into the kingdom of Heavgn. Your riches

are cor}upt, your gold and silver of these, thou
— _

fool this night.

h_is a.crime.ageinst Cod and
i

society. It has nothing of human kindness in it. !

g
wealth is to bilconsecrated to God's gloa

and w. These possessions need to be consecrated ‘

and become rich toward God. This is our means and

our Wn. as the

apostles said. Not to be high=minded, not to be
— e ———————————————————

uncertain about our riches, but we need to be rich

toward God. This means to distribute the good works

- that nothing be wasted. BOur gifts, our prayers,

come up to God as a memorial, And how grateful
we ought to be for the opportunity to consecrate

our gifts to God.

Lo wealthllayed up for selff is a violation

of God's command. They that be rich this way will

and this wealth of his took wings, and began 'to Y
fly away, as he counted the long years that it woua
serve him. ~he was poor, he was alone, he was

rich, he was selfish. And MJ“ How full
. 1

of horror to such a one is a startling announcement "

-- this night §§ soﬁ)ig required of thee. How much

more horrifying still that this man realized the

demend. Ien_vhose shall these things be which

thou hast gathered."

v

Yqﬁ@han they be. Poor man, wretched
o ——— p—

man, ruined men - here is the question. Here is a
N——

question for every man. And whose shall these things
be; that you lay up for yourself and are not rich

toward God?,

@;;;gbxgq us . It is always an e&md._a.__;‘.i_gu

4
_against God for us to place such emphasis upon our

possessions that God does not figure in them. Take

8/, & man wh
an_who earns $20 a;} by labor and

e T r=————

a $10 a wohk and ‘he irealizes that the commission, of






