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JESUS AND THE LAW

MATT, 5:17-20

INTRODUCTION:

Th@is often put —— e relation of this new ordgﬁgm
to past histo;:y. The same tggg was true in regarg rd to ffsus and His
Kingdom. As he came, @he destroy a&r:‘h_f past. Or would he be a

. fulfillment. _A continuation of the past. Qw-)a& Stve "‘“kg’
S'GWW IZL?@%FI& BF Ofbes Iporfices — Jesiss mede his Mesopse Elchr

sermon., Before the description };_%s been that of th% Christian.
'fw.’ﬂoh Yg._\!i}-gﬂ"’bw —Jacdir Fob -'?« vre N5 charie Eved

Ronmmed Sheadls =~ Feownyde ! orgiry A — .
=Tt is like arent aying to a2 child who is going away from home to

a party. Now regggggx_uhn_ggp arz - vou must hehg%g in such and such a

way that you will give honor unto your parents and to your family. This
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Think not that I am come to da2stroy the law, or the Prophets.

new section in the

But to fulfill, Now this marks the beginning of

ek~ 10 maTic P aa
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is the same appeal that the leaders of af{college)or university make as

they go out into the world. They are to be citizens of the world. They

want them to be a cradit to the University. That is wha

————

}1is saying

—— we are children of God. Citizens of the kingdom of Hedven.
S

of course he is going to tell you that you are to live f righteousness

~— that is the word that will sum up Christian living, according to the

Sermon on the Mount. /(5_; : Ne_td' ) 'L"*""E‘N ML@-@ Zm }ﬁéf_ M»—?ﬂ)
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,» Jesus comes to deal with some of the details, he lays down a
N O N o R e S s S 4 —————

general princ_:iple. Some people do not 11ke our Lord s method here. But it

“’-’—T"___'__.-'E’_"-—-'-—"’"—- e S T e
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is always right to start with a certain principle.

SO



y\ V. 17 and 18,

Ba———

is goiné to_teach us that everything he

E——— e[

V. 19 - 20, that his teachings

I Samampnirenee

com w% sharmony and dlﬁgézsf_gigh_tha_;eashings of theizbariseesh

W\E‘ﬂ | -
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and Scribes.
=
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to our Lord's teaching. There are many

not a Pharisee. He has not been trained as a Pharises - he has pelm=besn

to their 2:33&&&. So they lock at him and say who is this man who teaches.
Jesus did @ot) come into his as_a ?‘ among the ysual lines,

Or through cqg;ggggzﬁgggnnels. There also created problems for him, Because

the leaders were rather confused.

He de;iherately critici%§§ the Phqz}gggs and the Scribes in their teaching.

they wers the acknowledﬁ%l aders and the rwj,thl.s_taacbers.
T

And a man who did not belong to their schools - who not only taught bhut
\_—_-__-_——‘_-—'_‘—-—n

T

denounced their authoritative teaching was certainly diffsrent. Hz preached

a differegt doctrine. Furthsrmors, he mixed with Publicans and sinners.
e e s — —_—

Eating with tham,

bﬁllevea

writings The Pharlsees and Scrlhes_clalmed to be exponents of the Holy
-
/.‘" e . - -t -t - - = — gk > ey



doing away with the law, and with the Prophets.

some who say there is a great difference between the four Gospels and the

Epistles. And that Jesus Christ was not the real founder of Christianity
it

- but that Paul was with his doctrine which he preached. Of a.simple,

glorious Gospel.

V:Nmain problem is the exact opposite. Thera are those who

etely. He jptroduced grace in place

the law comp

EIRere— —— -

Then the Christian had gothigé to do with the law - they agrue that the

Bible says, we are under grace and we are not under law.
— e —

— 3 e

Now/ se and tell what he meant by the law and

7~

in particular. I think the entire law
o e W st (e P,

- this is given to the children of Israel and is specifically consisted of

oA

three parts.
First, moral.

Second, judicial.b/

Third, ceremonial, V
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You can read this in the book of FExodus, Lev., and Numbers. You will find

that this is how God gave it.
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} *’fThe(goral 1aéjlonsisted of the Ten Commandments, and the great moral

principles. They ware layed down once and for all.

2_ ¢ The @dicial 1@;2- which means the legislative law, given for the

nation of Israel in peculiar circumstances at that time. It indicated
T T e ————e

that men were to order their behavior., In rzlationship to others under

various conditions.

= Ceremonial lavﬁ concerning burnt offerings and sacrifices - and all

the ritua{_gg;gmony in connection with their worship in the temple and

alsewhers.

. - he refers to. ewverything.that it

teaches - life, con_duct, bef%pr. The law includes everything that is

taught in the very t;ges - the difggfgggegﬁﬁerings - all the details

concerning the 01d Testament, (Many)

say they do not understand
the baoks of Exodu About the @;ﬁlﬁand the iggg,ﬂnd all the
various things - but thesa are ty es. And they are all_groneggy in a

certain way.

The next thing tollpo g is what does he meap by prophets. The term
means all that w@F. have In the books of the 01ld Testament. There again,
, &l

we must never forget that there are two main aspects. The proph actually

taught the law and they applied and interpretted it.
/

They went to the nggéon and tulq¥them,that the trouble with them was that

they were not keeplng God's law. Th%;xﬁmégg_gggj%;pr was to call the people
back to true understanding of it. They caused it to be read again and

S

expounded, In addition to this, they foretold the Messiah. They were forth




tellers.

Now Ehatdreally leaves us with the final term -\ fulfill.) To complete
- finish. It does

And here is a fulfillment of it. And the real meaning of the word ful-

mean to add ,as already been begun, up to a point.

— =T

fill is the c% To fulfill in the sense of giving fHJ__l obe\ci/ignce

to it. Carrying out everything that has been said and statad in the law

and in the Prophets,

Now there are two or three things that we nmust

%od',s 1aw is absolute. It can never be chwed - not even modified to the
slighlest extent., It is absolutz and eternal, It's demands are B%igg&g@ﬁ
————y ——

and it can neyer be reduced til Heavepn and garth pass. And that last

exprassion means, the end of the age. MHeaven and earth ars signs of
T T e ———

permanence. While they are there, says our Lord, nothing shall pass away

‘,,r.,-n_ .
= not even # j

There is nothing ,s,mﬁ.]lt@hmmthese - the smallest 1e3:ter in the Hebrew
4 S . :
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alphabet and the smallest point in the smallest lotfor - Heaven and earth
— 3 e o
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shall not pass away until every detairl of the law shall be absolutely and

entirely. fulfillsd.

Je@hasn't come oy or indsad to modifiy to the slightest

-, it

extent the teachings of the law or the Prophet. He rathar tells them that

he has comz to fulfill and carry them out with perfeet—obediance. All the

law and all the Prophets point and will be fulfilled in him in every detail.

Jputs his seal of authority upon.the.shele.of the 01d Testament -

: . ‘ e g
the law and the Prophets.ﬁis quotationél from the 0ld Testament - almost



-

svery part of it was a part of God's word.

¢ that they can believe

a person, if we do not believe that the law was glven by God to Moses - but

think that it was a clever work by some Jeuish-legislaturc. If we say that,

B g~ - :
then werare in contradiction to everything that our Lord Jasus Christ said

about himself - thé-law, and the Prophets.

Thﬁre were men of God who were given the word of God and they wrote it

down. And these references to Christ have vital significance. DBecause they

cast light upon his coming into the world.

Let us pause for a momant andlthink]how our Lord fulfills what was written

=

by the Prophets in the 0ld Testament.

nd E-isﬁii;y He is Wrégéggﬁggﬁgg%§%ggm

i 4 experi
people who were living in very hard gnd diff cult timas Who ware _ggf;lencing

S SR

persecution. He is now an old man and realizes that he has not long to live,

Therafore, to give them some flnal comfort bq ore he goes, he tells them there

PR S A ’__b,._;hu,

are things, How for instance how he and James and_Johnhhad the pri

seeing the transfipguration of

from the excellent Glory - who saild, this is my beloved son, hear him.
‘-:T‘-“—‘__-.-:m

Yet, Peter said in effect, %Fngﬁgggmg;higg::jzgsbetter than that to tell
you., We need not to plgggngg;_ggggiggnce on my stimony and experience.

bl il

There is the more sure word of prophesy——go back and read tha 01d Tnstament

TRt At

.,f.‘w
prophets. And see wheres verification of Christ Jesus. This is of vital
————
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Now Paul makes a similar statement in 2 Cor. 1:20 - all the promises
of God are yea and in him, amen. All the promises are in this wonderful

person - that in effect is what our Lord is saying here. The:fulfillment

of the true. And i one of the most remarkab things that
.f——__——~—~———"‘——“‘—

e

you can encounter.

g‘ Thinlkjfof the exact
agmmﬁggzgaHMM

Rl

hesy as to his birth the p&g;g of the birth,

even Bethleham Judah. All of these were fulfdlled exactly. Think of the
extraordinary things that were fgﬁg&glgmgﬁghis person. It makes it almost

increditable that th& @ hould have e J:,_s_r::%nhled at him,
W T 7 - e T A U AR S LR ey

It was their own ideas which led them away. They should not have thought

TR — e

of the Messiah as a worldly king. Because tha prophcts had told them just
= s Sl ~Fw
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the opposite But they were béind out of prEJudlce. Looking at his word,
b .
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account of what he was going to do. Foretelling of his miracles, his

physical miracles, the kind of thing he was likely to do and teach. And

the kind of Gospel that he was going to preach.

Some people are still foolish enough to be amazed at it. Hence, you can

pESEEE‘LEEﬂggggel out_of the 0ld Testament as well as out of the New. In
Think about the prophesy in reference D

fact, it is full of the Gospel.
Sdeathi)evan the kind of death
wvﬁ“‘"““m’*““ﬁ’~1 - ‘_”,., ..m- i = ——

as you read iﬁ Psalms 22! fbr instance, and you will find there a literal

accurate description of what actually happened on Cgtvaryte-Cross. Prophesy



is found in songs and well as in Prophets. Literally and completely

what he forestold of himself,

Now in the same way - evén thq{?gsurrectioqﬁwas foretold in the 9;d

Mg,

B ament, Still more amazi in é sense are the prophesiss of the bringin
est )dwéﬁggqéiiﬁ; prophesies o ging

ﬁ.é'vﬂ“"f—““’:"‘*"‘wkﬁx“ i
. -
in of thg Gentilesg
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It is very clear that what happened on the 4§Ym f;enecoszj Jg;usalem

o T

igﬁgﬁgggpended on the infant church - that many of the people
e LT e =y e V)R ’.“ A -

&
were amazed and baffled, Dutl

A |_vou shouldraetuhe-eurntdsed at this.

Nin your relationship ;%qgé;;;;;;} Because today

s

Now this shouldfi

T

we have a generation who believe that all the forefathers stood for and all
—— g

the mission of the former generation should be done away with. And they feel
that everything should be in_gggg;gxiggL That in the worKs and ways of God

- everything should be changed. But {Jesus)confirms, I do not come to destroy.

But he says every jot and every tiddle,

Now of course Jesus:-came as a fulfillment of the priesthood. And the

temple. It is probable that he did not have a copy of the Olg_zgggament

Seriptures, for his own private use. For the Bible was within reach and
was kept-in the synagogue. And it was congEEEErgg_mgmn:yaby heart as by
children, They knew the Scriptures. And nothing could exceed our Lord's

reverence for the Scripturss because he quéted and used them from the first

until the last.

e gt
— i

P
i’fﬁf _ - J ##€,— Therefore, he did not come to diffffégg and destroy, and let loose

the law or the prophets. He came to make it of long effect,
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roujwhat they though of their

environment, We hold to nothing but the five books of Moses - and
B s

we consider this the law. The Pharisees said, we hold the law but

there is more than the law of 1 \‘[oses/. They (ivided the éﬂi 3 in other

words they said - the law is hg and light., Great and small. You
y sw s hggpm-and 1ghs. Oregp and encil
see the small you could k;%da disregard, But you could not disregard

! . ) rM -
the heavy.w

Now some of this interpretation was in regard to the older law -
T

theégboken 1aWDEhich had come out of tradition. You see by it then,
- )

they considered this to be important to them. And this is exactly

tha" -?Sald in wain do they worship me - teaching for doctrlnes
27 - — e SRS,
the commandments of __BA Tor laying aside the commandments of God - ye

g

hold to the traditions of men.

g sai

I\'

hold‘to‘thc traditions of men. Now that is what they are doing. You

d leaving off, sending off the commandments of God - they

are;aiggégg;gg%gg_the commandments of God. You annull and appeal the
A —

commandments in order that you may keep your own law., Now Moses said,
o

so this, aQQZEE;E)of the teachers were saving - vou do thus and so. HNow

e ==
@-_- and sgid
—

And what you say. &

‘I have come — not doing as you do. And what you do.

_J whatryou are doing - you are tryi“g“~9_ﬁngf_32,d

o Tane.

and plow under like a plow in the field and making it of none effect. You
R e

validate it and you annull it. Jesms said I_have not come to do that.

You may think so, but I hawe not come to do that.

So they said, well that's fine - he_is right where we Sta%gi!

whenﬂhaﬁg@ded_the Prophet

s/(7 that got them in hot water. Because they did

= Pro hets an authority. They held only the five books of Moses.

not consider
e e — TR
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Now’iEgg§=ggg§_ng£,nnlli£x.£hﬂaﬁ. The kingdom of Heaven is what the lav
- -

and the Prophets aimed at. This kingdom of Heaven - why was the law given.
-—-———-—-“"‘_7 b=

Now the Tev. term of it was to prepare Israel to bg a bles n. Using
e —_—

it as an instrument in blessing the man, That is what it was for — to bring

about conditions where they were in;g£§§L§d_in_hlessinga_fnLngggfgh

As if in itself it had all of the

(Fews)did not see it like that.,

virtues. God was preparing the people by teaching by clean and unclean

animals. They thought that the animals were clean - religious in themselves.
— —— e -

Now we don't think upon that basis. As (Gomeonelhas said, if we want a piece

of h%% — we think it is the finest cleanest thing in the world.
L —_— —_— —

So in V. 18 - to get this background - their trouble is about law mosE;y.

They think more QDQHI_Lhaj;aw, and they do(not) think so much about thgdgggggggg.
, -
The trouble then has come about by setting aside the law by their laws. By
M e

sus

A

'/ of the letter in the glphabet shall pass

something that they have. Now {e

onfﬁggg,or not one small chaxact

away wntil all become - it's all fulfilled.

said, until Heaven and earth pass away,

TR

e

,~ there is certain laws about red liéh52, And all of

c_——————p say Ifulfill the_;ﬂw. o, you say I obeyed the law. You

obegEE_EEE_;Ew. How when Jesus talks about until all become - that is to say

they are valid in their requi T = e =
y n their requirements until what they aimed at, %*”“*”“*“%§§:§Z

have comsz aghout., They are incomplete without theig_Rg;pgaﬁs. A thing that does
not gain it's purpose is not complete, The purpose must come about for it to

be complete. They aimed at what comes to be. And you can't twist that around.

£ e
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Now I wish there was some Af: hat we could make this

application, as to your situation today. The commandments of God
e e ~F
— conecerning baptism and following the Lord Jesus Qgrist, and coming to

the Lord's Supper. All of these things he has - Christ has come to be

the fulfillment of that law.

: ross on Calvary has great meaning. I suggest thath(1f ) wg are not

: _ A — e

clear in our unde'rstandlng of the law, we will never understand the meaning
T T V-Er - e e L SHvD 8 SR e P, e TS

of .the cross. There are pesople who talk.ahout the cross and it is purely

e — - — =

—

a(sentimental matter.

I don't th the great purpose

of God's love.

M the purpose of the cross must be finally understood in the
! te gl of the law_]

upon the cross, was that our Lord Jesus Chirist was

”335 happening

enduring his own body - the penalty prescribed by the holy law of God for

=
the sigaf-agq,-

ns sin and the condemnation that onounces is death
AL — —

- the wages of sin. is death. The law pronounces that death must pass upon
———r i

@who have sinned against God and broken his hely law.
i =i S T

When Christ said, I came not_w the law but to fulfill it,
— — e —

(one way he ;ulfil%e? it was taking the punishment of sin. The punishment

is death and he died. The 1aj_q must be fulfilled.
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Do you get the picture. God cannot put it on one side in any respect,

Punish tt could not be put aside. God is forgiving us.
s A

He has said that 91E;ggE,EQ—DQ—EHEEEEEf:Ef:EEE$? and you.gnd T can be

forgiven only because the punishment has been thus exacting., God's law has
—_— -‘—r\__......_—-—-“"—‘_'_"

been fulfilled absolutely. Because he was punished. He punished sin in
=B
7

the h°1z_52251§55 blameless body ofph}g_ggn_upon the cross on Calvary's hill,

Christ in fulfilling the taw on the cross, and unless you interpret the cross

and Christ's death upon it, in strict terms of fulfilling the law - you miss
ELEL e e L

the lSoripburdl Fiev.

In so dying upon the cross, Jesus was the
lev. and Numbers and read about the burnt offerings
— -~ ;

IS Lanshbeiypete, Go back to

- - 7 =50

and theé-r ) . And {leadyabout the tabernagle and the temple ceremony.
Read about the alter gnd the la§§E£EE_EEEPing' And go back through those

details and ask yourself what do all of these things mean. What are they
PR

for. Uhat iﬁdzggghzggdbgnd the high priest and the vessel.,. What are they
e h
meant to do. They are nothing bu s, types, prophesies of what is going
Pr e

to be done fimnally by Jesus Christ., Jesus Christ by his death and all he had

done is an absolute fulfillment of all of these types and shadows. He is the

high priest - he is the offering, and the sacrifice. He has presented his blood

s ——

in Heaven so that that whole of the cersmonial law has been fulfilled.

This is also the argument of Paul in[Ro;_;s 8:2-;3 For the law _of the

Sp%{}E_Qﬁ,life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.

ovn son in the likeness of sinful flesh - and for sin, condemned sin in the
= —— :

flesh that the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us who walk

not after the flesh but after the spirit.
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The{ Holy Spirit!gives us the law of the love and power to live by it.
‘ 7

We have received the spirit. And we are not at emnity now with God.

phet, looked at it in these words., He said, I am going

»_:nant. And the difference Wetween the new and the old - no

—

Christ, the altar, and the sacrifice and the fulfillment of all of thess things.

1t) recog nize the fact that this Kingdom will proceed and that

i

Ry

shed, let us make no mistake about that. Those who

i

. The whole argument in

that the Christian - salvation is not dependent upon keeping it. It
- /____-—-

has bzen deliverad from the cu 2, And this is the diffarence

between law _agnd grace, We tend some times to have a(g;;;ggjviaw of law and to

—
think of it, as something that is opposed ta’ﬁ?éce - but it is not, /ﬂbuwub J%LQL”ZLRJ

qu-mm@W Pl
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Law was nevar meant to save man — because
ey

Law really is Ouff.choolmast-fﬁ

it could not, Sofi= people ten ' to think that God said to the nation, I am

now giving you a law. But the law was giwen and p:gm;s%ﬂ_zgsgégéigﬁgand his
seed in order that he might see the true character which God demands. That

it might show forth the exceeding sinfullness of sin. That it also might

show men that they could not judtify themselves before God. lHence

describes it, schoolmaster, Shall we continue to sin that grace may abound.
va
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God forbid. The trouble with us is that we so often have a wrong view

of holiness at this point.

thla_t’iﬁ;ane} it is the marvelous gift of God having delivered man from

the curse of the law — enables him to keep it and be righteous as Christ was

righteous,

: ‘ @ ns to the conélusion —- of the matter. It helps us to see
N :
that the of the new man of righteousness is beyond doubt of even
any sy%ﬁgm or SEE_QE,E%}ES to guide this society. (Christ)rgquires his people

s TP VR
to do certain things because they are of cegtain character. Thew_

calls for new righteousness. The Kingdom of Heaven demands more, than just

rule keeping. The \law)was given to protect the rights of others.
e F .4

L
Iet me ili‘ﬂﬁl‘a“ eryanilin. your home, who has been carefully trained
and may fulfill all of the outward demands of household work. But how different

is the service which is compelled by an outward rule and compensated for by a

hefjafEE Inspired by

specified wage. From the service which the wife am

love and the sacrifices it makes,

The @could not produce perfect ch_aégcter — because it could not yet deal
with the principle. Our Lord, on the other hand, came to teach that love would
fulfill all the demands of the law of the prophets and more, He_taught that
to 10’3%‘_“3_131%91' would be the fulfilling of the law, and that obedience

to every commandment is summed up in one word. Thou shalt love.

Thus Christ is shedding his love abroad in our hearts - becomes the end of

the law for righteousness for all who believe. What he aimed at is righteomsness

in the Kingdom was far more superior to that of the Scribes and the Pharisees.
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Meeting his divine will, This is a quality of man and see the right prevail
over all. The right cause and that is God's cause. And he sees sig_gg_g_&z?at
enemy of man. A great wrong against man. And he wants to see man redeemed

from the power of sin, It's what the prophet said. Now this righteousness

is the kind that Jesus ctaimed to teach and be the fulfillment of. The whole

city came to see a man.

If salt lost its savour - they have nothing - no substitute.
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