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MIDNIGHT IN THE PRISON AT PHILIPPI

Acts 16:16-36

INTRODUCTION : - «

In our night scenes from the Bible, we look at a situation that took place at
&

To these men, widnight was not a definite moment at all Midnight is

never a stopping place. It was time transfigured.
f P

their song was loud from the deepest and darkest dungeon of the prison - that all
- — re —

i

who had been confined - as if all were prisoners. They kept on singing. And all the
o e .

prisoners were awakened to the shreaks and the groans in that dark place.i;

befgz? had the unhappy inmates been disturbed at midnight by the sound of praise and
7 ! -

prayer. But these two men are trngl%pg and they are traveling in the spirit of the

we are marching through Tmmanuel's g‘round/ to fairer worlds on high. Midnight,
e ' P T =

that deadly hour, that most terrible hour - and they were singing while they suffered.
— —
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of night. mﬁ come they are in such a place. The they had been down by
- rd

the riyg;ﬂh@pkg in a quiet place outside the city wall, talking with a company and

oo

telling them about Jesu”“andwthgi%

ay of salvatioﬁ} They were(égzgé nothing to excite

or disturb the peace of the city. They were only ministering te the sorrouing and

1Asturh P 3 Vv w ‘ , ng
bringing rest to the weary heart, and answering the solemn questions. That were
placed before them,

i€
?enaéﬁ&ﬁ%il once said that if we would rake the Lord S wggk seriously, and pp,ad;

/
the Gospel, and get this world back on its feet again, the redeemed will have_to first
" e -
get on their kmees. We must match with our sacrifices the suffering that Christians

are put through today.



We can @ this story in the following way.

I. A Slave Of Sin - V. 16-19.
IT. Stripes - V.;i§L24
IIT. Singing -~ V. 25.

IV. Shaking - V. $o=39 24—

\Y

. Salvation - V. 30-39,
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In V. 16 through 192, while these(gga)were thus emploved in spreading the Gospel

. P
\j ié? —- there was the cry of a poor slave E;%l who was held in(ﬁouble§bondage by her human

masters and by the demons of darkness.

} who is possessed of an evil spirit, was a [Fortune tel rf And a few

~

men saw an opportunity to make money by using her. So they formed aly ,‘dicate and
Rt g - - - s
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bought her time and talents and made money with them. Yes, men will do anyghlnﬂ for
e

. MOney, Cé;;;;§was the one that possessed her. And when he saw Christianity spreading
-1 b zistisnicy spreadin

— he decided t@(hlﬁdé%;theqe
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Therefore, they went to prayer meeting - crying

out, these men are servants of the most highjgod. Which show unto us the way of

Tt

salvation. In their minds <§Eww;§yanfed?the people to assgciate the preachers w1th \
e A
R 3—,
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this slave girl - this maid. And with this sort of influence, it would discourage ;
- Bttt e [Ubichath bt
people from‘listfgi%g to these preachers. Now these, Paul pugwgp with this as long j&
[ty

as he could and he went to this girl and with God’'s fOfgLVlngwpower which was his,

J
) &
Y o
\/ } he(ﬁﬁgggbto the evil spirit. T command theecin the name of Jesus Christ, _come out of
¥/ o~ B

éf
her. Immediately the spirit came out - for Qg;;;;i§>can w1£hs£and thempdwerftw

oz
.

of ggﬁgg. Mapp&neéene§i7concerning this slave girl. Her masters saw that they

" ‘ o S
»{», ?ﬁ could no longer make money out of the girl, and they were furiocus. You touch some
b gp— M
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men's pocketbooks and they will almost kill vou. So these men rushed out and they

e
e

\ ;Zg caught Paul and Silas and brought them before the rulers. Tt seems that Timothy and
VEI M e . /

Luke escape.

/

But Christ:Qigg;;;:;§>the»unhappy slave from the spiritual torments. So her

Ve

masters were no longer able to make géip, no longer could use her for an opportunity
for proflt, they layed hands on these two peaceful stranger and hurried them back

into the city. g?ey(§§:£§§§a a crowd about them in thekmgrketplachand charged them

with causing the turmoil which themselves alone had excited.

The men said to the rulers - ﬁbgégwiews have caused trouble in the city. They

W/; /ére teaching things that we Romans ought not to observe,

%A&,T

And a large crowd had gathered by this time and these wicked men were spreading

lies about the preachers. And they created a moh.

what they had done.

e
into the brawl ~ thevy we:;\;;§§t~ icklers for order

The magistrates were dray

and they wanted to resfore quiet in\a hasty process.
- ‘\\:“k"’f'_——w“”‘““ -



were there upon denounced without any delay or without any

inquiry or questioning. They were gulltv of the dlqturbance, And thev accordingly
7

/, ,,,,

by the public excutioner in the market places. Theifféggg;;;;\Were torn off. They
ey S — = i

were thrown violently upon their faces on the ground. Their hands and feet were
e
held down by strong and cruel men. Vhile others beat with blow after blow upon

4
the naked backs with tough and flexible rods of elm. That tore the flesh and drew

ore the flegh and drew

bloo t every stroke,

(I E?they had tried to Eeak or ask for a hearing of the magistrates, they would

have beenéﬁéz&agxpy the hair of their head and their faces ground into the dust.

S

S
avage applaus

The heartless men looked on with eager eyes. And shouted while the

y»““/w :
blows fell thick and fast upon the qu1ver%§g«flesh The sight of(blqg@, the Qggig;%ng

of the victims, roused the passions of the crowd with pitch excitement. Such
7

exhibitions were always witnessed with delight, in the Roman towns. And the magistrates

by condemming these had pleased the people. With the sight of torture and with blood.

rere soon a bloody mg;s. They were squEZEitth could not stand up.
e Sy a /fv

And from this point, they were £hro into prison and ]ail in order to keep them

gﬁﬁgJ He took them into the inner prison. Their feet and handg were put in the

T

ﬁfﬁﬁEﬁ;” And left them there to suffer through the night.

These executioners were wearyv. With giving many blows., Their rods were

dripping with blood, And the poor men had to be 1lifted to their feet and escorted

off to jail. V. 23.

V. 24 - The magistrates sent.alsole jailer. At the peril of his

1ife to keep his captives safely. Being taken in at the main gate, they were led
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through the crowd of prisoners in the outer court, they were seen by all - bruised,
/‘—__

and their bodies covered with dust.

common criminals. And they took them into the

deepest recesses of the prison. And let them down into a damp, cold duné%%p. The

the Gtone . £loo1). Stretched out thei

by changing their position. Thus bound and secured, the jailer left them.

//

ave them water to help the burning thirst, nordid he give them any mediedtion for
& T ?‘ P ,,__f,wh c y *—rfj"—*"—*‘?

thedir pagnfu] wounds. He eclimbed up out of the dungeon and the iron covering crashed

pre—

down behind him upon the stone floor over their heads — like the fall of a millstone

on the pavement.

They were there quwgth;;éQB ~ suffering hunger, thirst, cold, and torture in
N—— — — -

the darkness that was so deep - that they could not tell whether it was day or night.

g
Such was the

.

from Asia ~ to proclaim glad tidings of sa}gation. (ﬁEQSD came to feed the hungry,

clothe the naked, comfort the sorrowing, and they were striped of their garments.

And scourged in the market piace.

( They;rame to proclalm liberty to the enslaved millions. Who were bound in the

= —
dungeon of sin. <E£€§ came to bring light into the hearts and homes of all men. And

they were imprisoned in utter darkness. (i;gg‘brought a message from Heaven ~ which

has been for ages the source of power to the mightiest and the most enlightened

nations of the earth. But now they are éteated)as if they are robbers and dec%;yers
= e g 7

of mankind.

<

%%9mies -~ and crucifies it's greatest benefactors.
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So hard it is even now for men to accept the richest blessings from Heaven as a
free gift. There are millions who are so slow to believe and humble themselves that
they deny the religion of Jesus Christ. They think that man can improve his own

conditions in this world.

Tt)is getting late at night-- the excitement of the day was over. The Lictoxrs
i =5 / B —— / T o

had bound up their bloody rods, and layed them.asige for the next. victim. The

‘had gone to their homes. Tlattering themselves, that by promptness

and energy they had surpressed a popular mob and vindicated the Roman law. The

allex,had fulfilled his charce bv putting the prisoners beyond the possibility of

//’T«' s
rescue or escape. The othqrélnmateaj f the prison congratulated themselves that

they at least had not been tortured that day by the cruel rods. Or buried alive

in a constant state of enthusiasm for God - they were still in high gear. Just as

when they visited by the riverside - and as they confronted this girl possessed with
%

a gpirit of evil.

f;yof Philippi, they had met this young

slave girl who had made money for her masters day after day. And when she had been

made whole, and they no longer received money at her fortune telling, these two men
—

find themselves in the inner most part of the prison in torture. It would have been

easy for them to have complained against God. And said, Lord, is this the way vou

treat your servants. After all, gwﬁ\have dene what we could in preaching the Gospel.

RS

o

\\Whatils thls that is happening to us?i
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e
in the deqerteg stregﬁ? (i;lengg\in the outer wards of the prison. Silence in the
4 s “

)has come down with it's depp hadows upon the Slggplngyc1tv» Silence

prison.

Is it some supplication fogﬂd&g;@.
e AT S

far from it! CLL 1is the vowlnga It is the strain of ]oy and trlum],g}u

A song of X}ggpxy and of thanksgiving.

it is to be a Christian, q£w$ou had been in that prison that night J:ééé£>wou]d you
= S S S s
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have done. Would you have said, well, I1'11 spend my time writing letters to influencial
\/

friends.

F

they cry. He despiseth not his prisoners. He bringeth them out that are bound with

chains. HeWhggﬁggghmthﬁwgateswofwbggss, And smiteth t e@bars of 1ron in qunder.

-

Ch sing praises unto Jehovah for he is good. Tor his mercy ﬁndureth forevera
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a Father in the

L

. 7/ e
/ e
/ Safe in the arms of Jesus. Or, there is a fountain filled with blood.
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:one.(’Don t vouwthlnk that God has @égggEEEb

about u%?? No, instead,gﬁn ?m all things work together for good to them

exceeding and eternal way to Glory.‘K%Wngiwﬁi}9.
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And this song could be heard rising out of the prison. Paul and Silas were

w\_:
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singing praises to God. (Ehank}ﬂod for this song at midnig@@.

(2122?3 And life is full of laughter. Tut it

gges a_strong Chrlthan to 51ng and rejoice and praise God in the midst of troubles.

W P

After all, this is the time when the world judges a Christian.

it. Then the(ﬁgggggggvs, his religion does not bear him up, in the time of trouble
- 4 . 7

- but however, in the time of trouble ~ I look for God and his good purposes and T

trust him and say there is something in religion after all.

Many Christians will tell the pastor, I have had such a fard timeN Tt is so bad.




It is so hard.

But often we(fre

when someone savs, I am having a hard time, but T Lnow

Jesus and I know that he will work it out all riéht.
-

Praise the lord,
‘ 7

Now vou can glorify God in your suffering.
5 e

Or we can deny him. We are to be

careful how we suffer.

That glorious song -

{ : to an go
down there quickly and help them.
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fled.

Sprang and drawvn a sword to kill himself

V. 26 - While(f )listened to. th;ﬁwﬂm516

suddenlé?gnd mysterlouqu this

awful sound and shaking - as if the solid eag;h were rent asunder - beneath the
s

whole eity. The foundation of the prison is shaken.
-ouncat.

T
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gone, and he knows according tq Roman law hiﬁ&life}willyhave to _be paild as the
ol =5

: s s A i i il
forfeit for their egcape. TIn despair he determines tpjgp;;pigate the shame of

public execution by plunging his sword into his own body.
ap— ~

B m n ha rigi o harm himgelf. O rs may harm him b he must not do
ﬁﬁ nar 8 _no 1t _to harm him thers v har i ut o]

Q“ﬁy ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ p

it. Others may bring shame and disgrace to his name, but he must not do it., He

must not Llll him Jf. Let the world be what it will - man must do right. The

P SU—

man who harms himself - harms others. Anc\(&/bhe jailer had Pllled himself that
— =y
night, his family would have awakened to find themselves without a father.

Or your family life has fallen in ruin. Have you come to the point of feeling that
o N

you are dying a slow death. By seeking refuge in alechol. Or an endless round of

pleasure. Your life is in shambles tonight. Let us_eat, drlnk, and be merry -~

2

S

for tomorrow we die.
R

When the jailer called for aflight. v mom Jof his great

N /
‘\mm,@;gyoklfiiCod had a word fg Do thyself no harm Things are not as bad as they seem.
v e,
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You may have exhausted your strength but your extremity is God's opportunity.

\(2‘?>;;} Now the jailer had great respect for Paul and Silas. And this woman's

soldier perhaps lived in an age that was much conscious of a need for salvation.

There were so many religions that they failed to satisfy. He called for

- some one had to hold it for him, he was trembling like a leaf. ¥Ye brought the

preacher's out _and he fell down before them crying with the world's supreme universal
A T . e

question. What must T do to be saved? The jailer himself had to speak. His<g§§23\

is loud and clear - and in earnest, as he drops the sword and reaches for the light

and leaps in. And falls before these men with a strange fear and inquiry..

V. 30 - Sirsfwhat) 15t T , { 'simply from the terrors

of the eaéthgyakei That had already passed and had done it's damage but it had

not harmed the jailer. Saved, not simply from punishment under the R

o

for the escape of the prisoners. For every prisoner was accounted for.

lasting salvation which had been preached by these prisoners who were in jail.
ev-—‘""—-‘_

This is thefgrandest jquestion which is to be first asked - and first answered

7 -
. . . " . . e .
for himself by every considerate conscientious man. This ig/fiot)h question to be

=

deﬁgzggﬂ until a time of trouble and alarm. It is not the question to wait until
SK,E - _ s = .

the pleasures of the h cease and the terrors of death take hold. It is not the

question to ask when you get ready to cross the grave. The poor jailer indeed was
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driven by terror to acknowledge himself and ipguire of the way of salvation.

ﬂan should be ashamgd to confess himself afraid of what he fe s, Afraid

¥

R ———

to llvgua 1ife of sin and dle a death of de;gg Afraid of the pleadings of
e

infinite love and to reject the offer of eternal salvation.

Mow the good sézgzég}who is deast afra%ﬁ of the terrors of death, is most afraid
EEﬂEiﬂg%;}ﬁthe oggggs of his commander. He is ready to face the storm of battle.
And he is ready to give his life in the hour of peril. But there is no man that
should be ashamed and afraid to disobey Cod's jinfinite love. When it comes to his
call - what must I do to be saved from making my life a failure, myself a wreck,

A state of opposition to God. Perpetual conflict with my conscience. What must

T do to cast off the chains of evil habits and the passions of my life.

e P
E & p

adversity - but it is th soul's eternal salvatlons The worth of a man's immortal

R~ =

life and soul. Tt is no wonder that it excited this man at Philippi. And was a

great concern.

This question was

‘tllthhe question of th
’-—-«—-‘ﬁ“:‘““’"""

for every man.

b e -~
Now 4 ball T do to be rich, or to be honare@wm to be free from toil, and pain.
\:-;{[a g - ;j '''''''' -

Or to live a long 11fe; Or to be succesgful, But @haﬁ shall T do to bg(bleqqed )
i T ﬁ \..__________m

el

(ﬁforevé?m And have the wants of my soul supplied. What must I do to prepare for my

e T

place in Heaven. To be in the city of the builder and the maker who is Cod. This is

the thing worth a test.

All{men)have many fears, anxziety about safety, success in the world. But at
A = -

-

midnight, this man had this question about eternal salvation. After he had double-
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checked his prisoners, question.

Men of al of all ecultures, have come to ask that question. And these strange
/,ﬁ%ff,:%fﬁ —— q g

/
prisoners who had been é&airafrmvbe the 23rd Psalm. Or éfwill bless the Lord at all
g C

times. His praise shall continuallmﬁhemiﬁmmymmgggg, My soul shall make her boast in

the Lord. The humble shall hear thereof  and be glad. Or the 46th Psalm, Cod is our

A very p¥easant help in trouble. Therefore, we will not be

feared although the earth be removed, though the mountains be carried in the midst of

the sea. This indeed, had brought this man to say sirs, what must I do to he saved.

}f
NO%SI do}not know how this man learned about this b%g questlon.i But it is the biggest

——

R

‘ . =
this. What can I do to be beautlfu;}/fThe thlng that is implied in this questions is,

q;;;%é%%§"of the New Testament, It pugifgikﬁginto two classes. There were tghﬁggggi,\

— there was a broad way and a narrow way. There were twe foundations. A man either
built on the sand or else he built on the rock. And the New Testament says, he that

hath the son hath life. And he that hath not the son, hath not life.

Another thing, this man was(éonsczou of being lost. He asked this question. He
S e

was uncertain as to how to be saved. But he was dead sure that he was lost. He did
T X
s

not dodge the fact - he did not shut his eyes to it.

Now i are without God, T hope vou will not de;n%;, it. Because the first step
in the right direction is to realize that you are lost. A man doesn't send for a

doctor or a physician unless he believes that he is sick.

illt\? ){'}‘01“” saved He
e )

Another thing about this man - he_}
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believed that even though he was lost - there must be some hope, somewhere, and help

for him. He believed that somehow when he was weak, he could become strong.

7 ]
Another thing in the question is - there is thef/willingness//to be saved. He was
N o l )
not_ just qpeculatlng about it. But he was willing ~ he says, what must I do, he says.

I am willing to do whatever it requires. And of course this is the possibility for

you to do something in order to obtain it.

What so ever - would you expect to a question like that.

Did Paul say, do nothing. Let the matter alone - forget it. Mo, he told the man what
T $‘~‘3'w===-z—--t\ ——

to do.

And it was not an accident that he told him what to do.

Now the indication to b{jgzjzéjkgggm;ndlcates that the jailer then had a personal
==

sense of guilt. And he expresses his desire for immediate, instantaneouscaétion.

He realized his helplessness and the uncertainty that was in his heart. He wanted
s

to turn to hope.

Now if the mancg;:;;;;%the answer and e does not comnlzcatg 1t ~ he says believe,

How every ome of your lives are founded upon faith. Faith in your farr/x;ly3 faith in the

food you t, faith in the govs;nwent, faith in Tgney.

And the word Jelleve here - vouc?usbﬁbelieve for yourself. This is the nature of

/

-in an instant, and the result is final.

faith. You can trus
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The jailer was trembling, and he knew he was lost. And the evidence of his need
was that he asked how to be saved. Someone will say tonight - I am unworthy. Now
that is a hopeful sign. All of us need to cry out to God - be merciful to me.

Because I am a sinner.

The(%gézééffZE—Fhe jailer&’:_»;

without a sorrow on your part. And fall down and think about your wrong. Here is

dovn before Paul. And vou cannot come to God
[ el

a watch. It does not run. You say, give it new surroundings. No, give it a new
mainspring and it will run. If vou tried to\recall all the sins that you have

committed - they would pile up like a mountain. And then you ask who will pay the
price for my sins. Jesus paid it all. All to him I owe. Sin had left a crimson

stain. He washed it white as snow.

these men to his own&~dﬁsef V. 43 - He

believed on God. HNow the éhurch may be full of hypocrites - so0 1s politiecs, so

are lodges. So are every organization that you can name in this world. Why don't
vou give credit to those who are true. HMow if you want to be saved, rhen you
must confess and become ohedient unto him. A man, a skeptic, went up Pikes Peak
on a cloudless day - looked toward the sky. Shook his fist, If there is a God,
let him strike me dead. With a flash of lightning out of a clear sky. Just then

a nat flew down his throat and he chokeddto death. There is little hope for a man

who does not have enough sense to look up in faith and trust. You can be saved if

vou will give up vour sins. You must chose between sin.and salvation.

tripes of Paul

This man shawséggg;;;EQOf his salvation. By first wip
\ “ fii:

and Silas ~ when a man comes to Christ he ocught to go baé&?and straighten up the

1

past just as far as possible. If he holds any grudges, if he owes any money, if he
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Another evidence - the jailer had these men sit at his\

N e ..
His salvation showed in his/Bervice, When we have been saved, surely we will want

to do something for the Lo#d - we will want to serve him and others. And the jailer

was saved — he had been lost. And not out of the circumstances of this experience

of the mldnlght ~ he has become a Chrlstian.
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What is it to believe on Jesus Christ. It is to believe that Jesus Christ can

\é

5

do what he claims to do. For he has promlsed that he can do it ,and we can depend

T d\m@ I )y Boasnss’

If vou do, you can. It is the surest thing

2

i in all the world. ;fﬁ%%gw 2 %ﬁv““&“ — hasffen Tl / t»ﬁi%ﬁm *”*Pﬁjwphﬁﬂﬁyawn
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) tells us how he was in the cella one day and he looked up and he

1 making an effort to see him, She could not because it was dark

in the cellar. Jumr said Mr. Moody,” v will catch

And inst

irl jumped. Wow that was faith. That was believing in her father/ / Thp

Migguse He depended upon him and there was salvation.

think the ‘Phillinl




The condition of salvation was not optio . Now you cannot accept salvation.

Or you can refuse it. But it is not optional that you can do what you want to do.

And be saved,

(?ZE?}annot decide upon the terms of which you w111 qurrender. You are saved

- it is going to be in thls vay. GQSAEME§Qﬁflt and you dare not change it.

Tt is a personal, individual matter. What must I do. And T emphasize "I do".

— L S

filthy rags. You cannot depend upon the 0 hqrdman

sfbadnes¥ A lot of people
4

S

say I would be a Christian but there are so many iypocrlteajln that church., Well,
........ S "

that is somebody's reason. Well, T never knew one man to be saved by the hypocrites

that are in the church. And that is a mighty poor thing to depend upon for vyour

personal salvation.

You will not be saved by seeking the easy way. It must be God's way - the way
- T —

he has ordained it for you to follow.

He didn't say, cetwflected to Congress and vou'll be saved. He didn't say
[

turn over a new leaf and vou'll be saved. Be confirmed in a church and you'll be

saved. Subscribe to the Community Chest and you'll be saved. ¥Xeep some of the
Commandments. No, Paul says believe., Salvation means to be brought from a state
of condition that is not favorable. And sin is a transgression of God's law. And

s0 you believe on the Lord Jesus. -

 on this man's heart that he was a sinner.




