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"NEW LIFE STMPLY STATED"

John 14:6

When<££g;;>was about to leave.his Disciples, he delivered a ggggggll_adq;fss.

He encouraged them to beligzs in him, as they believed in God. That their hearts

o W <
might not be troubled. He pointed them to thﬁZ&ather';“;;;;§§m~ where he declared
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there are many dwelling pla@eﬁ?ﬂwAnd to which he was going.to prepare a place for
any > . s -

his Disciples. He was going to the Father. Still, they did not understand, the

way by which Jesus was going. Tor EEE%}did not understand yet fully about the

cross. delaed, that as one of the Disciples, he had some doubts and did

-«th__y_,df:§7
not understand the way.

To which Jesus, who had spent three years trying to make it clear to his
el e It cle
_LV
Disciples, simply stated what the new life was all about. FHe used (three wor
3 PO ————— hﬁ'_"""“")

and%?hilli??wanted to be shown the Father so that he might know. And Jesus made
" . A

it so simple, Whenééégynday have Egigﬁmig;_manyvzg%;s to point out the narrow

way. HMen have tried to tell others about the hroad way and the narrow way. But

Jesus with his ability simply set it forth.

There ares pwords which he used - he clearly informs them that the way
P T TRN: A =y A’{

which God gives is Christ. The truth which Cod gives is also Christ. And the life

T

which God gives is likewise Christ. Here is the heart of God. As related to him
o A

in Christ, his son. What he gives to us in Christ, he gives himself.

Often we think about spiritual things and spiritual life - and we'll ask God
AISK _S0G,

ES.EBEE_QE£_§%§§ that we may know his son. That we will have knowledge of God's son.



j;j;may matter little about how much we know of methods, or how much we
oty st @‘1‘

know of doctrines. Or how much power we claim to have. But what really matters
- s

is the knowledge of the son of God.
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%//%:;}1ife simply stated ~ is contained in three words ~- the way, the truth,
S

the life.
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I. ngﬁg_WAY’~ CHRIST IS THT WAY

The word of Jesus is - I agm the way., Now this way is what he is conveying to
us. That he came to God, and having him - we have the way. And the possession of
— O

him,

Hence, some method of being sayed mgy be of some help. Or we may learn some

%gggg; that may give some enlightment. (gzz}the Lord Jesus is the way.

If you have been saved, you must have at least had the experience of trusting

ush as vour way of God, TFor he is the way. Without (whom/ no one can come to God,
. ay mg%r Yy e MOU L AWIOD ey C2L CQEE O OC

All truly saved Christians know how to walk in his way.

And you have traveled in his wav at least once,

Vhat ﬂ@@ understand is, that (@ method outgide of Jesus, outside of him,
is not correct. There is no other method, no other way by which we come to God for
7 =

salvation.



of Christians are seeking for spiritual methods. They want to have
mmmv Rty

Y}g;g;y through Jesus Christ. But what we have to note is, that is not through
s

self. Ve can live defeated lives for years.

It is not because I think I have the way to victory. But thank the Lord,

victory is through the Lord - and éoggby myself,

It is all you find in a way of victory - if you try to do it yourself, you
will be defeated over and over again. Now why did Jesus tell us this. Because

the Lord Jesus tells us that I am the way. ﬁsiwiiggg, is the way. The way is

p——
ot)outside of him.

ou ~ the(?ay is not) some church. It is not some

new fad that comes to town. It is ineffective.

We might listen to the experiences of others. And we might feel that this

is the way to go. This sounds very good.

We may believe that a cgfggig_igzmgla_will actually work for us. We may have

a copied formula, a faith, but this does not reach God for us.

Every sgiritualf???ZE%outside of Christ is dead. Underscore this. That it
- . e : T »—’"‘“"‘W . %ﬁ'

is not formula or a method of works - but it is only Christ. Not a formula, not
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Is)Christ your way and is Christ your method. Thank God if Christ is your
'

method - then you'll be successful. But it is dead if it does not touch the

Lord.

Rom. 6:8, a servant of the Lord gave a message. Today, he says, I understand

s,

the way of victory. I believe hereafter I will never be defeated as I was before.

Many times we hear things that sound great. But instead of asking the %ord
for revelation that we may see Him, we seem just to catch a glimpse. But thank God

Jesus is the way.

\//

Moses said ye shall

If we had time to go to tfn.h

not turn aside, the right hand or to the left, ye shall wg%%Qin all the ways which

your Lord, your God hath commanded you.

H

Thine ears shall hear the word behind thee ~ this is the way, walk
v Ao fadlet¥ bt o

S Y v
_T?_ Teach me thy wav, O Tord, is the prayer of the Psalmist.

said, I am the way. Wéat éid Jesus mean? Say for example, you are in a strange
place and you aSk<§££££££§§§1 And the man says you take this road to the right

and you go so many blocks. And théﬁm?ouaturn left and then you go to this building,

and then you take this road. And before you get started- you are lost.
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WNow %?pposxﬁthe person said, come,_gf In that case, the

. You won't miss it. And that is what(i§;35>does for us.

He says, not only giving us advice and direction, and counsel - but Jesus comes

and takes us by the hand and says - this is the way. T am the way now, you follow

me,

We could go on —f

Jis the( wéé }Q_f happiness. Jesus is the.

He is theout of darkpess. He is the (way Yut of sin., He is the(wa;/:)out of
i
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temptation,
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The Lord noﬁ\introducegﬁmu_ﬂn_. as.the truth., The truth does égg)refer to
rocuces a ! .C

about™Christ, (It is)Christ himgelf who is the truth.
A, < E 2
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the words Ogoke
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How often we Christians take the teachings and the interpretations of Christ,

Nt S

vhen actually, truth is not the relating of the thing - but it is the person of

P, (3 {
Christ. #Jobm 8: Ye shall know tbemtruth and the truth shall set you free./

Truth makes_people free. UMNow we can talk about dogtrines for 30 years. We

can listen to them. Be able to sggak them. But without power, because there is

no life or truth in it.

A brother has sinned against me and I am not clear whether I should forgive him.
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I ask you therefore to instruct me. A person wrote one time. If you say I should

forgive ~ I will forgive him. If not, then T will not forgive him.

What is your opinion about such a Christian. {\Surg g the onewdeareig to me
Ao UDPP OGS ; AR A A A

ig dead. And so I w;ite.a letter to anq&&géﬂggéggn, inguiring thus. He who is

dearest to me is dead. <ShQU1dEI«§§§§%£%£§a§%§§§; If you say I %ggg&g,cry, I will

mourn for him., \If t, then T will not shed a tear for him. NOW‘@:Q would smile

xR

~./ or laugh at such i iry. Aéﬂer ons o) e he is told to weep.
FaS g uch an inquiry h\w_“s“{lu s not to wgep becaus t » P

Eoi

Or because he lgggﬁ_;hgzgggggigage of mourning. But éé;;;;€§ is not Christ living

e e e,

in ug - or is not Christ our truth, or whatever is done on the basis of doctrine
is dead work. It has no life - it is not living. Do you see the difference there.
The Lord was not teaching something - he was saying, that he had control of us.
There must be a day when God opens our eyes to the reality of Christ. And here

is an offended brother of mine. T cannot abide in that offense, he says.

1/

¥~ teach my

The Psalmist sgz;?

R e

thy way, I will walk in thy truth,

L ) o,
Thy loving kindness is before mine eyes, and I will walk in thy truth, {Ps. 26:3, }
3y - R RS MO <.~ 272057 L ~.$ﬁ3§wxﬁdﬁm@&%‘.—~

) makes all the difference

in the world. An ungodly man cannot teach puxity. A grasping man cannot teach
R PoS——— ~/ rr——————

gengfgglty. A dogigsgzlgg person cannot teach the beauty of hgmgl&ty. There is

the matter of example that comes to our lives. Jesus had something uniq_ue.

CfE*EElZ_EQZ Iuggve taught you the truth, Tgig_gggging, I can only say that I

have preached unto you the trugh. Whereas can say, I am the truth. Now
e > -

that is a tremendous, a tremendous thing.
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The matter of simply telling the truth is very important.

Up in Brentwood, N, Y,

{istomacﬁs pumped out. TEE$§225WQSE¥%9%“¢hat he had eaten any of the pills, did

not have his stomach pumped. It was a critical situation for Mrs. Bates, for

G

the pills that the children had igten could have very e§§;;g=ggékgéﬁ§§§p, It is of

utmost importantance to be told the truth by the children. Tg have lied, in a
w " urem— \-‘——-——————-—~?

situation like that, could have meant

AN

th for any one of them. There are(mani)

situations like that. Many times it depends whether or not we tell the truth
and face the facts. But deeper than that, we must be willing to tell the truth.
But we truth to get by with half-tg&g%;vgnd sometimes people get by with lies.
We haven't been honest with ourselves at a point like this -~ we tell ourselves
that everything will work OEE<§£§4 So we go along. We build up an idea that here

is a great big Santa Claus in the sky. And he'll give us everything we need at the
,..;...__-——-'-’V————-——,7

right time.

iﬁﬁ!!bﬁ: break a bone - it needs to be set. And there is no use to fool.argund
et r T

thinking that it will work out itself. 1If I have a disease, I don't go around telling
people some fairy land story about it that will cure me. If I have a heart attack,
S

I wouldn't treat myself, This would be not telling myself the truth.

Don't make the mistake here now —(EEQZE)said I am the trg%b. And if you make
y,

a mistake about your spiritual life, that Timothy Bates made with his physical life,

Bateswent to check on the children the ng}t morning. Debra and Andrew were fine.
3 B — TN i T i o . S ————
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Timoth 8 years old, was dead. { Hones sVis the best policy in all matters.

AT

was talking about the truth here = I am the truth. And when he

said this, he was telling them that(he)was the wa

7 Lo.keaven.

’”
once had a keen insight. And his ays, doctor, L

e MR s e Seaon

¥now I am going to.die. I am going to Weaven. But I wigh T knew what Heaven
AR - g L S il ol o .

like, D k .
was like, Do you know

p T

The yctog;} replied,

let me q?monsggate. Do you hear that igyatgﬁlgg at the

Jn this room. HNor

door. Yes, that is my do%. He does not know about a

does he know about the beautiful flowers over there on the dresser.
g i 3 i

is, that I am on thdis si of that door.

Ho not know akout the streets of gold.

0r the tree of_.life in Heaven. now that Jesus is there — and I want to be with

- o

him.,

Therefore, Jesus told about new life in simple terms. He told them that he

was the truth. And this was the way to Heaven.

L LLEE
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III. CHRIST IS TH

AL
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Now I come to the Lord's words which we are mindful of. Life seems to issue

here forth from him. Butput works - but works cannot substitute for life.

We ought to be<érystalgclear here that works is not life. Tor life is effortless
and is Christ himself.
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@ people{toil Jto be Christians., lHow many people are weary day by day.

They try to meet this demand that somebody places upon them. And they literally

<§£é£LEEE§EEEXSE_%:E' Many people say that this life is a difficult task.

The @ e ry, the difficult it becomes., And the longer they try,
~

they still bear no resemblance to a Christian.

This is a grave mistake among Christian people. We feel that something must
rave mistaxe

be done in our own strength., But if there is life - there is not the slightest need

for me trying tofworl} my, sadwadie

fOl? a moment -(vo u)’have

i; {iﬁ ) @gar. And naturally
your ears re53§nd. Because th&ge is life in them. Life flows naturally into

work. DPut work is never substituted for life.
<:£££;>will issue goqé_ggxals ~ and good morals are no stand-in for life. For

example, a person may have certain good morals about him. We may praise him.

But his 1life may be bad because he does not have the Lord of life.

Another thing isgpowe;% You are(?ég;;lggg without this ]life., Power is not

anything -~ it is simple in a person.



just because there is enthusiasm. Or because there
W“”

is some kind of emgfigggéféfgggggégg all the time.
Er

—
Now (neyw Jdife.)is not where there ishggigp necessarily., For life does not

have to be emotional, exciting, etc.

But(égzg)you meet life - how strange that life is. What is life. Jesus
~

declared 1T am the life.

There are plenty of people who experience this. But they lack knowledge

of the Lord. <Z£§EQ Christ is life. It is not the atmosphere or the emotion or

the excitement.

Have you = you may ask yourself -— the Lord as the yay, the tg‘t,,bx

and the life

h.of life.  What men want is that which
will make life worth living. And Jesus was telling them that no man could come to

the father and find life without coming through him.

What) a difference he makes. We have asked this a lots of times - what difference
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does a Galilean make in life anyways. hat happened out in

the Mid-West. A Methodist church needed 7{ The minister called the Board

and suggested that they employ a toun loafgke. BY the name o{jl_ There was

silence. Someone said, is that the best we can do. He has been a bum for years.
v R

So they decided to wait a week and try to find somebody else. And finally in

e

<§é§g;;ééé§§} they employed him, UHe took pride in his work. FHe kept the church

clean and himself clean. Ye became agreeable. Tor a year he sa

et

at every service and listened. One day he came to the minister and said

to unlte w1th the church

» he went to the minister and asked -{?fd like to teach a class

TR IR T T T

He is still teaching. The minister left

to town., Some of the faithful

to the preacher and said, I'll

! was tied up with

ABTR

| You are staying at the home of Mr,

R

a board of dwrectors meeting at thdihank
‘<: p ¥ 23} y
Anderson o Mr. bcott looked at the gentlemen and he was wpuzzled. The gentldeman
=

explained what had happened, He is(qﬂé of the pogulara_fQ§p?c§ed men of the city.

. And

He is president of the bank. A wealthy un%% discovered a trgps

he left his nephem a fortyne in blriglll Te {5t

for the church. At times he has said,

Sunday School. He is also stil
AR
A

that his hou§e 1s kwgg clean. 'j

R e

That story is true. A town bum took a job as a janitor. Mo body else would
- Z‘ e

do it. And yet he became an outstanding Christian citizen. That is what Jesus
did for him. FKHe put purpose and meanlng into a meaningless night. Think of this

story. éé§££>of what that llttleé: “j /anyone 1s 1n4Chrlst - he 1s

@ wﬂ»ﬁ"\a e
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a new creation, The old has passed away - behold, the as..come.
w‘“’*‘m . : e & 5

g

Wow may I close by saying, that this is Qotza new story about what Jesus can
—

do for one. It is an. Tt is a story of what he can do for anyone who

BE——

is listening to my voice just now. He is the/Egy, and has the way. Ie is the

truth. He is the life



EXPLANATION EXPOSITION

John 20:19-24

This is an iﬁcident when Jesus appears te the ten in Jerusalem. It tells of his
appearance coming while the door was closed and showing them his hands and his side and
speaking peace unto them. One of the keys to understanding this is the 22nd Verse - it
says that when he had thus said, he breathed on them and said receive the Holy Spirit.

And this was followed by the statement if you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven.
If you retain the sins of any, they are retained.

You will note that the next verse says that Thomas, one of the twelve, was not with
them, when Jesus came. So this means that there were only ten of the diseciples, followers
of Jesus present at that time. And of course it goes on to say that Thomas declared he
would not believe that Jesus was alive even until he were permitted to see the prints in
his hands. And this privilege was given him later on'during 8 days later. And of course
this Chapter concludes with the 3lét verse which says - it tells us the reason why John
wrote this book, that you may believe that Jesus giless Christ,%the Son of God, and that
believing you may have life in his name.

Of course the immediate problem of this Scripture text has been misinterpreted and
of course many many claims have been made for it. One is by the church of Rome, that this
is the function of forgivingvor retaining sin as reserved for the priesthood alone -~ whether
this is in respect to venial or mortal sins., This is used in connection with the passage
in Matthew 16:19 in which he speaks of whatever you bind on earth, shall be bound in Heaven,
And whatever you lose on earth shall be lose in Heaven. This is taken out of Jmss context,
howeve:ibecause‘it has direct reference to the confession of faith which Peter made on that
day when men were expressing their opinioﬁs of Jesus. And Jesus then immediately foretells

his death, his resurrection, and his second coming again., This ghiK& - binding is

understood by James, who was not even one of the twelve disciples. And also Paul, who
repeatedly in the book of Acts and in the Epistles declared that by devine inspiration he
had certain duties and privileges. The idea was that he had full confidence that he was

a minister and a mouth piece of Jesus Christ. Now this is not hard to understand because

as he accepted this privilege that was confered upon him,
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We must understand this meaning of forgiveness of sins for in Matthew 18:15 we read
if your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you and him alone. If
he listens to you, you have gained your brother. But if he does not listen, take one or two
others along with you - that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three
witnesses.‘\If he refuses to listen to them ~ tell it to the church. And if he refuses
to listen to even the church - let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collectorf Then
of course, he goes on to say, that truly I say whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in
Heaven. And whatever you lose on earth, shall be lose in Heaven. lzgain I say to you, if
two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father
in Heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, there I am in the midst of them.v
Now this is the way Jesus was dealing with church discipline. He was telling them how to
treat offenders. That is personal offenders. And at this very point, Peter came up to
him and said Lord how often should I forgive my brother who sins against me. As many as

seven times? And Jesus said, 70 times 7. And then he goes on to give an illustration of

the Kingdom of Heaven.

Now there is no evidence in the New Testament that the Apostles as an order of men
or as a group of minister of the church,assumed the power of personally forgiving a man's
sin, instead of God. We cannot here trace the matter into the controversies that have
arisen over the power which men have claimed. This then, should not be taken as a literal
sense for power which never seems to have been exercised by one of the Apostles. It seems
that the power here is to introduce the relationship between men and God, which couldn't
have been given by Christ to his ministers, in any sense of the word. But as an authority
to interpret his words, acting as his minister, he may confer such exercise in the matter
of church discipline. And of course this was followed eight days later with his re-appearance

in meeting with the disciples again.

Therefore, we see that this ZEpsemesesmiiiih- ordinary text - when taken out of the

context, can be misleading. But the true meaning is that the spirit of God, the Holy Spirit,

which is given here, of course is a discerning spirit. And all of these first preachers of

the Gospel had this ability to distinguish and discern between certain things. For example

——
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many of them seemed to have power to work miracles. And today as we survey the ministry,
we see not this power available. Even until this time, people who have been filled with
the spirit of God have a certain ability to distinguish between that which is evil and

that which is good in individuals. It seems that Peter had special power when he %Z££i§4
Ananias to drop dead. It seems that Paul had a certain power when Elymas was struck with
blindness. Yet it must be understood as a general charter to the church and her ministers,
thasxh;ﬁéto secure infallibility of judgment to any man or to any company in the world.
EEE I think here is an encouragement to faithful stewards of the mysteries of God as they
stand in the Gospel. They were sent to preach. For that God will stand beside it. Now
the Apostles in preaching remission must begin at Jerusalem, though she had lately brought

upon herself the gilt of Christ's blood. Yet they must declare as it were sins remitted

upon Gospel terms. As Peter did so in Acts 2:38-3:19., That Christ being raised for our

justification sends his Gospel Herald to proclaim this wonderful thing that happened on the
cross. Man is judged of course by Romans 2:16, James 2:12, God will never alter this rule

of judgment, nor vary from it. Those whom the Gospel acquitts shall be acquitted and those

whom the Gospel condemns shall be condemned.

While he puts immense honor upon the ministry, we find that the Apostles or the ministérs
of Christ remit and retain sin, in two ways.

First, by sound doctrine. Th3)£ are ég;; commissioned to tell the world that salvation

is to be had upon Gospel terms and no other.

Second, by a strict discipline applying the general rule of the Gospel to particular
persons. As people are invited into the fellowship of the church, they must be invited on
and have received the forgiveness of sins.

I think it would be well for us to remember that Rev., 3:7 declares about the keys to
the Kingdom of Glory. That they belong only to Jesus Christ - for it is written, he that
openeth and no man shutteth, and shutteth and no man openeth. Therefore it would seem that

the final authority in the matter of remission of sins are binding and would be in Jesus

Christ.
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Hence, all that a minister or a priest, or any preacher can possibly do is solemnly
dgclare the conditions of pardon. And the certainty of judgmentjif those conditions are
not fulfilled. |

Hence, the work of the disciples is here qualified by the Holy Spirit to declare the
conditions of forgiveness or the condemnation under the reign of Christ. Men were to
learn from their lips the Heaven appointed terms of life and death. What our Lord here
commits to his disciples, to his church, is the right authority to declare in his name
that there is forgiveness for man's sins. And on that condition he will be forgiven. He
was sending these men into the world. They are not sent to condemn the world but that the
world through him might be saved; - But in their work, as in his, men are condemned because
of light. The light has come into the world. And men love darkness rather than light.

The ultimate principles upon which this power rests are those stated that they are being
sent of Christ having the reception of the Holy Ghost and God has promised forgiveness
wherever there is proper repentance. He has not promised repentance wherever there is sin.
It results from every declaration of forgiveness made in the name of the Father, through
Jesus Christ. The heart's which in pentenance accepted and received religion and remission
of their sins. And those who harden their hearts and willfully reject it increase their
judgement and of course their sins will not be remitted in ﬁhe world to come.

There is one other thing we might keep in mind, that John in telling this story
perhaﬁs had in mind that there were other disciples present, other than théﬁ%isciples.

We know that all of the disciples were not there, when Jesus spoke these words. Therefore,
it could well have been that this message was given to the disciples concerning the Gospel.
The idea of inspiring his teachers and inspiring the ordinary Christians to go out and to
witness in his name for in Verse 20, he says:Ias my Father has sent me, even so, send I you:(
He is sending them on a mission. And it implies that the Divine authority rests in Jesus

Christ. He is to be obeyed as head over all the church.



