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Our message tonight concerns a_ certa:mmynamed @ Ee was, at

the time, beating out his,_wﬂg(ayt in a wine press. The éu@ was_thick about him.

But so were his doubts. He was dfwssed and he was discouraged., But he was

nlaaa a deliverer., His name has come down to us as aof faith.

S

INTRODUCTION:

eb 11 32)- Wha_t_:,,ma:e_sh.a_]rl—l—-@y, for the time would fail me to tell of

Gideon, Barak, Samson - who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness,
obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire,
escaped the edge of the sword, and out of weakness - was made strong. Waxed

/7
valiant in flight, and turned to the armies of aliens.

If there was (ti@ enough, no doubt the writer of Hebrews who wrote the
wll of the ages, surely there is not enough time for us tonight to consider

this thrilling story.

@ in his divine purpgse, finﬂs men, ca&s men, and he uses men and this

story is the result of God's search for a man willing to give himself to full time

Christian service.

It is a of Gideon and his response to God's will, and it is something
v

that@n happen to each of us.> It can happen to you.
S TEPE gt oL Te _
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e It was (dramatic)in the way God appeared to Gideon - and his appearance

may not be that way to you. It may noé be sudden. It(é§£>not come as a blinding
. ' 7

light as it did to Saul on the way to Damascus. It may not be sensatiggal at all,

[———

And yet, it may come quietly, and it Q ome from pr(azer. It may come from a

Nominating Committee. It may come from someone seeking to enlist a volunteer.
. <

EE}could come through someééié% or some interested friend) or some touch of
a éé§§§é§§z5from the Lord.

It could come from the(depths) of wn heart ag_zgg_gggk_ggg's will and

respond in your own life.

. g e .
God's call is @;;Zglﬂgzﬁ_gzﬁggted. qumetimes we caggggﬁggglg%n why God works

as he does - performing miracles in mysterious ways.

Yoy remember the call of G tQiégggéi)— he was but a child, a zggiigﬂgb

You remember the call of God tq:?%%%ggl He was chosen when he was just a shepherd

lad. He was the least likely to serve. And you remember God's urgent call to

Elijah at Ahab's court. And you remember the call he gavd Isaiah in the temple.

And no one ever forgets the call where there was & burning bush’involved - why

(ig§£§;>said, I %Eggger, I cannot speak., I cannot lead these people. He had his

excuses, but God's‘gélljgame. And you remember the call that God sent even to his

SOon.

. 7o
— j:?;i%%g:}:gggg{OfLEiflqnal distresé} a time when people did not d.
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It was a time when they really(ie de sud ;} Rather than a.&ggggher) prophet,

or leader. And Gideon was called as God's man.

One of the greatest [problems today), in a time like Gideon's is that many of

us have not found ourselves.

There are who have at all in life, you have nqQ goals

whatsoever. And you are not interested.in God's will for your life. And so what

you do is, you go around inggi;gégs - rather than doing what God has in mind for you

to do.

Th%E~i§:;;§ some of you cannot and areQééE{EEEFhful and_igggi to the church.

a doubte But he is a very clear headed men, and he possesses some very good

nse., And he will face the evil. And the God of whom Gideon had learned
—

from the history of his own people, was a God of might. He was one who had been

able to(E:ngig_gggg on a certain sheph&;é:/ziggéiﬁégigl— and another shepherd

named(lMosegy and do the imgg§§iglgf§§§ET/JWhat about the deliverer from bondage.

nd. And God in his heart, marching on Eggpt. And

leading out the slaves. Walking across theq géd Sea)on dry land. And then on to

One man with a(rod)in his

the inheritance without even the might of a great army.
ke N
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But @M&lﬁd_glorious days W Now Israel is shamed and

a defffggﬁjyeople, in a land that God had given them to possess. They were mere

play things for the evil nations. They robbed, cheated, they were murdered, the
— - \/bgu c/ﬁ —

crops were burned. And Gideon now is at the threashing floor in fear of the enemy.
- = e Ny

He is probably working a @ And he is doing this in order that the little

bit of harvest of the
\*ﬁ——

And suddenly, a comeshqgﬂthg_ggspe, and Gideon can hardly see the

stranger for the He heard the words that the stranger spoke. The Lord is with

Thee.
\\
There are(several thig§§fabout this man and his praying for proof that we need
C\—'—,\‘\\'———’
to see,

I. _COURAGEOUS

And then he was/gggiused, and then %ggprifé, and then he was 23;Laiﬁl Let us

think just a moment how courageous this man must have been. And what was Gideon's

. Did he begin to sing, did he burst foxth with joy. Was that the answer

- that Gideon responded. Now here is a brave man, and he is a courageous man.

;zx:::)— The Lord is with thee, thou mighty man ofzvalou;E Now those were

strange words to Gideon's ears. He felt anything but courage. But the clue comes

in*Ei;;;:* and God tells him’(é:ZEE_EbiS night of vours and deliver Israel. Do not
-7 ‘

I send Thee.
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th of his calling, when h of the presence of

God, he is not fearful of the multitudes. And@wg\_@gﬂg@ could stop him.

@did é),t’ygt}_t,m_xus%_cmt - he was a very timid man, but he was
WMS way for his life. He n and when he got it,

suddenly he had the courage. He went forth as a prophet.

d sau Gideon both as he w3 d as h 1d be. With divine insight
ldeon [o] as e was, an as e cou 1 1v1ne insig s

God looks at the finished product. When you and I look at something, we look at

the raw materials. God looks at us in the same way, as he looked at Gideon. He

sees what we are now. And God sees W@e. God's will for
Gideon was not that he had not purpose in his_w_tgg_sﬁs,/gge, but it was that God had for
Gideon a universal message. HKe wanted to rew’wm_g_las:t.fai\t} in Israel. He wante'd
to reWei@% to God's people. And his will for Gideon's life is his will for

all men's lives. That they will find the will of God and do it.

Even , that is ng'i great miss;}oy)in this world. That men will find
S e

God's will and will do it. And it takes men who are courageous to do it. Now we

skip along.

This tall, powerful young map, was called to rise and become the deliverer

of the nation. Another point here is that history teaches that

bir is no road block to noble service. It was no honor or dishonor - to say that
birth is ek  honor or dlsnons 7

my family is poory I am not of that quality.




II. CONFUSED .

— Now in@- Gideon begins twith some questions. And his questions
174
- if the Lord be with us, then i of this befallen us. And be all
~== .

these@which our Father told us of, And as he prayed, he was saying, Lord,

are you with us. I find it hard to believe that you are with us.

Now it was(not/ impossible for Gideon to feel this way, nor should we blame
him because he admits his confusion. And hes - if the Lord

is for us,@hen has all of this befallen us. Quite often, almost weekly, we

face this question. So and so is such a good Christ;%tn, @i@en is all of this

happening, to this person.
— TP e
7

@@you ever asked tB‘a7t - have you ever wondered about it. You may not

have said it a loud. But sometimes, I suppose ir_1~£h_§ secret of your subconscious
/.

thoughts, you have said -~ Lord, it seems to me thw. And\if\\

you are God, and if you are with me, and I am doing the right thing - and the

things that please you, how do I explain the circumstances thWht.

Gideon was confused. @Cod was really all boweg%ful, Wﬂl

to exexcise so much power,

Gideon was full of questions - and these questions had no real answers.
¥ LV

When God appeared to him, he was threashing wheat in the sunken wine press.

He was in a was designed to catch the juice of t- Usually this
" :




-

as a lo 1 than the threshing floor. Th d imal ould t 1
was a lower place than the threshing e men and animals w ragple

theﬂwheat. And then push the WEEEEMEEEQ—Lhﬁjf}I’ and the chaft would blow away

while the wheat fell. Gideon was used to threshing wheat in open view. Now he

was @i@éﬁé} His conquorers. He was a Iittle bit as of himself, He watched

the enemies take the moungain tops and hide in the valley.

Alright, Lozd, he said '@B@M, then @z@&eﬂm?_f&i@eh

mountain and Ce/a{)re_ down _here. How can I know for sure.

N

He was having a hard time of it. We are having to lie, it seems. We are
having to steal from ourse%;es in order to feed our children. Lord, why is this
happening.

? . . . . . .
Doesn t he have the right to ask. Hg,;g;ug_ggggg%%. He is asking questions

- not just to make -trouble. He is a very cautious man. But he is bewildered by

the unfolding events. I think the message if relewant to us. Perhaps, you have

thought the same thing. Your emotions have run deep. <ﬁ;;8>is a man who is searching

the ways of God. He is hié}ggLig;Eggdggggs - he is really fighting for truth. God
3 . <

has come to him and ask him to do something. He is saying, God, why?

There are,gomefwhy';)that are going to go unan d. Gideon wondered -
aren't there other men in Israel that you could be using. <§E§l}§§i£#h§ﬁusingwehe

professional soldier., Why does God come and pick on a fagggr. Haven't you asked

that question. <§£§ doesn't the preacher do it. (::3 doesn't someggézygg,;hﬁ;sfaff

do it. é@i}gggl;,some of our best Sunday SChOQE’EEEEEE£§ do it. <:::k§§g;;ggg
Deacons do ;t. There are many, many others who can do it better than I.

P
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That@ comes up about every work in the church. And(Gideo\é‘ exercised

v
hisw. Well, it really was wexcu\s; - it was a searching of his own

heart. Because when a man sees an_angel face to face, he does not really trifle with

things - he begins to get down to the business, about things.

Now@refused to shut his eves - I think the thing is, he failed to see that

the )fa with God. *was with h elf and with his 17ople his p/rents,

and the other leaders.

Where he went wrong was, he failed to see that they were making it impossible

for to do what God wag eager to do and willing to do iwn. Instead

of their waiting on God, God was having to wait on them.

Now there are that are in the grip of the same kiné_gj,.,conius'ﬁn

and torment because in our modern world, people are simply given to the conclusion -

< @ Christ canmnot do what the New Testament claims he\c?do we are not giving
him a chance( And some of us are blundering along, just as Gideon. We are laying
P—"'—”/~ =

the blame on our Lord instead of laying it on ourselves.

Listen - the confusion we confront on every hand, we proclaim as a failure of

God, but you know what it is - it is @of man, to give GW.

~ often by the of th¢ churchy How far it is from
T ) ) k4

being—ideal. How lacking, oft times, the church is in brotherly love. In winsomeness
— ~ R

in winning power - and yet it is intended to be the glorious church without spot  or

blemish. By any such thing, unspotted in its purity. Glorious in its unfailing faith.



And ing, likwhtv army moves the church of God.

~9=

=

But when we actually look at the conditions, we are grieved and we are

disappointed. And we wonder sometimes,k@EREEEEEEM§29§gm§hg_E{gghawhen he said

- he would build his church, and the gates of Hell should not prevail against

it.

Again and again, it seems that the forces against the gates of Hell do prevail.

And we wonder if the church has been conquored by evil.

@ is not with Jesus Chr\i/st. The 1@ the church.

)]
It is because ‘peo will n t people have their way within their lives.

So often, é;;;;;;>of the very door of the house of God, f;i;;\is still standing as

.
— s D omes SEe ol

in the book of Revelation. Sayzgglfhg:bglg - I stand at the door and knock. One

thing for certain about the future, changes will oceur. And as we think about the

year(gQQD—AwD+~coming up - things in the future are going to be surprising. And

our church is undertaking through her leaders, to bring about a great change. And

to exert prayerful consideration as to whaﬁiéggzﬁants of Southern Baptists in 2000 A.D.~

What does God want of every denomination. What is the objective for that year. That

we shall somehow proclaim this Gospel. And provide influence around the world. We
i e PR

must join in that commission to the uttermost Eart. And that the church will be called

from darkness into his marvelous light. The church has been sent to proclaim as

I Peter 2:9-10 says. The h must hasten to the ends of the earth. And every time

the church sits at the Lord's table - it proclaims the Lord's death until he comes.
h"-—*\d

And is a reminder of this pilgrim life. The Lord's table reminds Christians as the

oneness of the church. And of her mission.

W 1 . s
Now we have been failing in our mission to become something that we can do when
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we have the time to do it. We can provide funds, when we have money left over. The

AN
church will fail in these two things - (because) the Devil has a way, and if we wait,
. SN \vg

who will set things right. To the contrary. God is at work in this world. And

Christians need to join him in that reconciliation.

Now we need the missionary zeal, and the church needs that sign of mi;.:g.gles
again. Paul, as a missionary, stated very clearly that they were to evangelize the

entire world. The church is God's instrument to reach out in the world.

IIT.  CONTRITE

Not only was Gideon a courageous man. And confused at some points. But he

e et
was a man who was very contry)f spirit.

il n
\V_@- e says, oh h my Loxrd where with shall I save Israel. can I do,
we, @preparatlons - arm}es weapgns, tral})lng, what exp7r1ence.

do I know that the people will follow me. (The th:mg i’t:tﬂ:l/tdl%@gon did not
PUSENL s Criite— N
know, was that's God's anoim:ﬁm_@ would find sowg.

In all of hi he said, Lord, you understand where I came from.
@ understand who I am, my family. They are very ver . They never distinguished
@od understand who I gp, ny fap ery pogs i

themselves and they never had a_gyl}onor. And they have never been singled out for

anything., They have 1li , they have %d, they have been byr'_?d. And nobody knows

where they are b%j.ed. Or even remembers their n%s. Or why they lived. Lord, why
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do you call me. I am the least of my father's.

o

He went on to say, @_iieini_]__Lis the m. Now when you speak
of(Judah 3 _you speak M When you speak oﬁ@ you speak of@.

But who knows anything about the tribe o

was dealing with a@here - he was (nog a soldier. But he was a true

. H ite. You might say h family. Gideon k
man e was S?EE;"EE ou might say he was ‘ in the family. And Gideon kept

thinking about this - that(God wanted a( common ordinary&man, for this uncommon

‘extra-ordinary job.

I
/That sounds like amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like
- e m—ce v be ——

me., Isn't it amazing that God should chose us. We need to think(twice)before we
: 7 T / i

/
turn down any opportunity of service. 4
And the emarkablg’: thing was, that the very idea, that@ was to be the

here. Hel\asked]God for a‘si£.> Facing this great mission of his life, he

had to have an assuring token that God was with him. Well, th@was@
e S A Se— < x

but it found favor with Heaven and brought a coinplete revelation before us in the

Bible as we speak about QMthingﬁ, taking place in the life of a man.

For Gideon had and had taken care of those( idpls)’that his daddy

had helped to set up. Now remember thmhad been their flMes(DS,OOO

strong. And they took up their confident position in th valleyyof Jezreel and

awaited their opportunity. Now Gideon wanted to c And he could only
find that was not much. Maybe 1/4 the size of the enemy.
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But his@took him further. As he about this conflivct and how

to go into it, here at this time, he asked for a famous gj of the(fleecey) And God

(de)

around was dgﬁ. This greatly impressed him. But it d‘dﬂ@quite satisfy. And so

he approached God Wer, and he said, Lord,/ I will make only thi
request. Let the fleece not be@ and let th

And that very night, God gave him this
Gideon -@gﬂz_e/_a‘.fter that,he even flicker. We have known men like thst. With

Gideon, who have asked God for something, and on the basis of that - they have made

graciously granted his request. And the s on the /fleece, and all the earth
./

undyall around be covered with

That was enough for

a decision for life.

- @the late Supt. of the Ky. Baptist Children's Home,

position as a result of a(signy given in answer to prayer. No one familiar with the
M

work of this great servant of God, will question for a moment, the wisdom of that

decision.

Now the{Lordjkept close to Gideop in those days of preparation. And it was
v e H ~ y -~

marvelous how that{God)told him that the was (too bigifor him to give thgmgg_ggy

Less) the army would take the cre.d‘i/t and the victory would not be

into his hands.

entirely God's,

Now human nature does nc&t_:ygp_p_ly that kind of psychology to things.

Because theor the leader of some group or organization(wantg his name

P
at{EEe/t’qp_, And usually, it is.
/ [ T
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It is@ often that we find people like this. You know, we are disappointed
gy 4

with ourselves. sa_:.i._c}jp_n_l_e_t_:_:i._r_ng_ggo_,. you know, I thought before I became a
I —————— a PR ~ e o e e

Christian, and entered the church - that if ever I should become a Ch;ispian, I

— .
would become the right sort\of Christian. ( 1 zwould be @to go anywhere and do
v - Pl

anything to whicsould call me. And then she sighed with disa ointment
and said, but that (I am very much likefthe rest of t
e TN - —~

implied was I have found that after all, the business of being a Christian is a very
> S

dull q’r@, and common-place affai And I have found - Christ promises much,

he really\dqes» very little. Here again, let me persuade your heart and mine, that

@) And what she

the is not with our Lord He is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all

that we ask, He is able to make us conquorers. He is able to make us winsome.

Not only is he able, but@is eager for us to do it, And he@ for us to give
v —

our best. Did not(God)spare not his own son, but offer up for him freely. That he
— - . i

might give us all things. And here w he was concerned - he had not given

God his best. And he was searching for th@ Tor God to give him the go ahead.

e s e \

R s

Well, God said apply a Ww Let those that are.afraid,
And

turn back. And Gideon gave the invitation. 22,000 returned. Can you beat that.

emr—————

What must have been his thoughts. God came nearer and said, Gideon .prayed - there

are still too many men. Let's make \g practical{test to see who is alert and efficient.

Sort of an old-fashioned intelligence test. And so this was based on their conduct.

—

And he led them to a stream of' water. And it resulted in onlyéOO passing that test)

@ told Gideon while he (prayed, that now they wer@for t@.

And just as soon as he could go down in the valley, that he could take them. The

pomve-rnm e

laws. How many people would have said, the man has gone @ﬁad.) He is out of

very idea of his going out to meet a 100,000 men with 300 men. With pi% and
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his mind.

@vzg_ie'an upon ourselves, we will have faith., But if we lean upon the

arm of God, we will see how swiftly God will give us victory. God wants the glory
——— —t—iy :

and flesh shall glaory in his stead. Look at what he said to Gideon. He called

v .
an a The Lord said you have If I give you the victory, you
will . You cannot work with so many, because I must have the glory.
So the fearful depart. And whosoever is let him return and depart. Early

from Mt. Gilead, and the 32,000 went and there rema_i@)

I can imagine at this point, he was a 1iwith only(10,00Q left.

But the Lord came again, and said you haye too many. If I work with them, you will

w. So he brought the people to the@ater.ﬁ Everyone that lappeth the

water with his tongue as a dog lappel:wg, him shalt thou set by himself. To everyone
pS ¢

that bows down upon his knees to drink, 300 lapped. And _970(_)J ere turned out of the
e —

line. I can imagine they were like {many Christians), What can God do with those

who were like Gideon's army. Who were full wf fear and doubts. Look at the regx:gtion.

300 men with the Almighty God. 300 men with God on their side, and the power of God
P ~

on their side. Why they could move any city. They could destroy any force and with
V L

a little spying expedition, why theyfound out there were great Eumbers of éame)_ls and

soldiers. And that was not too good.
/

So God told him through prayer, to@p into |three compa.niesA. 100 each

And he armed these men with a trﬁmpet, and empty pitcher, a lantern, lamp, or torch.

g

And furthermore, he told them to watch him and do as he did. When he blew his trumpet

- they should blow theu‘s and _sho ( The sword of the Lord and of Gld@
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IV. THE CERTAINTY

e e——

The sword of the Lord and of Gideon. Everything was in@ It was

the middle of the@ And his 100 led the attack. And blew their trumpets,

broke. thei'g___gj__:_cyxs, and other companies joined. And they had their trumpets in

their right hands, and all of them shouted. <(he sword of the Lord and of Gideo@
The{battl% cry must have influenced the Midianites. They wer They were

confused, and Gideon and his men stood - every man in his p%ace. And the enemy

fled and and the Lord set every man's sword against his fellow. So that

they SW& While a remenant attempted to escape. \Gideon'd little band

in hoE__Eggsjit. The greatness of the victory is measured not so much by his conduct

in battle. But his behavior after the victory. In this respect, Gideon did not

disappoint. A great people sought to make. And to establish his

sSONns as successors.

Here is the contrite man 1ll not rule over Lu. And@ will my .

~ gons rule over you. he Lord shall rule over you7 They were nob ;e_ words. And

that insured the certainty of this man's prayer being answered.

does not come because of the largest army. DBut because, even in our
. ,
g —a little small group can work for the kingdom cause. And sustain the church

on the victory. (Sometimesjwe sorrow because there are just_a few who will attempt

e

t&ﬂw&. Only a handful will come to a prayer meeting. And just a very small
— — ———
group that register some interest. God does not hate this - no matter how small the

ompany. The victory is personal and public.

Listen,listened to God. And he dared to God fo of his
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promises. What an invitation to all of us, to put our trust in him. He trusted
- L

him with his power, and with his prayers.

Yes, God did show him a sign., And gave him a sign, that certainly was

powerful.

Henry Weldon yas a student at Burleson College. He condugted agrevival’in

th church. One da a small group had assembled. Just a little group.
, . Y group *t o group

The weishg;‘was threatening. Instead of preaching, he called for testimonies and

prayer requests. He had noticed that had been plowing in a field near the

church. And he had slipped into the church when the sudden rain storm had arrived
- — 7 —

and he was unseen, by anyone else. 1In that meeting, a( 'stood up, and after a

struggle to regain her composure, she said, I have bee

summer for 40 years to pray for my husband.

but he isn't a Christian. I haven't the

Ing this church every

is a good man and a gpod husband,

durage or the faith to ask you again.

J
It)must be that God does intend to saw€ him. Although ;whgyg praved for him daily.

She sat do then and there was a sudden commotion in the back of the church. The

Y v [ —

ho had come in out of the rain, dressed in his wark clothes, unghaven, came

down the aisle. @ don't say that.l For 40 years I have depended upon

yogz_géégggs as(lz'only hopei I q&ygxg_igggg@g@_;g_mgkg_my peace with Egg, someday -

but gfzyou lose fai;h. Please pray for me and the rest of you pray for me now that
a———
I might be saved today. They did and he was - after 40 years.
—" -y

@@_d_i't shall be given unto you, @:ﬁxﬂe shall find. nd

it shall be opened unto you., Luke 11:9.

- Yes, after(gé;é;;>had been many years h(j%%%é;;; this man prayed foi:proofg
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And God answers his prayer.

A few years ago, there wa who lived near a church. He was @
- -

The preacher called on him, and talked with him, He liked to argue about the Bible
n——-——-——qu . o= -

TN ,
and things. So they talked about an hour. And he:‘hiw;him to join with him in

prayer, Then the preacher went home feeling that he was a(,failuré\. ) Not many days
later, he came to church. And at the close of the sermon, the preacher went back

and said a word to him. We talked about these matters -@ou act upon them.
" M

And he said, turning t-( I would as soon confess my sins to this p}g, as

to _confess them to Jesus Chri QWell, the preacher replied, I will not argue with

you about that. But I am asking you a@h - ée you satisfied with liie as
_:._-—-—-———%hav

you are living itg

Well, there was a struggle. He said, I am satisfied. Well, the preacher said,
c L

I have nothing mere to say. And they went on their way.

There was anow, this man came, and when the invitation was given, he

came forward. He said, I have come to do what you suggested, I am surrendering to

Christ. The service closed and a number shook his hands. He said,(don't)ymisunderstand
Y . Pompe— —

now - don't think that I am a Christian, I am a stranger to Jesus Christ. But what
[ —7 - g

I say is this - I have done what you told me to do. I have surrendered to Christ.

-
But/I do not know him. Alright, the éreacher)said - that is all I ask. that is
4 ~ b= .

all&ﬂ__Gg\/\cMsks. A fe, the man's told the rest of the story. When

reaching home, he said to his wife, can you pray. I will do my best, she replied.

So they kneeled in prayer together. And they had hardly began to pray, when this

man who declared himself a stranger to Chrirg,@he lead of the prayer. And when

he az/‘aie/g_l;gm his knees, he had light in his fic7e that was never seen in land nor sea.
«—-‘__,_——-——“_——‘—s-\_“‘
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The neg;,:iﬁs7he met the preacher, his doubts had vanished. And he was able to

say 1:i~know whom I have believed,

Maybe it is\time) for some of you to pray for proof, to(get)the certainty in
7

e e ——————————p-

your life., The outcome that you need of divine presence, that gave Gideon the

ourage to go to the task. A map without faith cannot make it. His G;i;Ié will

multiply. A man of faith reallzeswiand<noynumbers. So Gideon

selected - put God_first, and brought about a great deliverance to God's people.

Hence, he is put among the worthies - and the writer had not time to tell all that

he would like to tell about Gideon.



