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"PROMOTING PRAYER"

James 5:13-18

@gny among you he afflicted, let &im Ec_a_ep ©on praying.

'd
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I read the f Frank Campbell, who one day -@man came into his office

selling pencils. As every business man knows, the pencil selling racket is more a
“ P e ———p s

<begg%'%;2activity than a business one. Those that engage in it, expect that the

business man sorry for an elderly, down and outer will give him a quarter or 50¢

for a 5¢ pencil to cheer him up and promptly forget it.

Campbell said to the m n,‘ ::ZZou are going to put in the time and work necessary
:;;;aiis

to go around selling 1 ﬁadon't you get a line of arj:_icles which people need
Ny s M

Ry,

and want - and make some real money:&%'I’m about a man I knew, who had done just
_— = - %
that. This man had selected about a half a dozen time and lakbr saving litt @adgetS).
< s ,——v—-———g
The people to whom he sold, soon came to look f ard to his visits. He always had some

new and interesting articlé which had not yet reaghed the stores. He did not have to
e et ‘—-————-—?-

cakes. In emphasizing to my
e

sell his wares - his customers boughf them like hg

listener, he said - that he_could accomplish much gg‘rg than he was accomplishing by

faith in himself, Conversatio power @

In solving economic

I was born and raised on aéfarm !in Southern Illinois. When I was guite young, I decided
h!

that I wanted to leave the farm and go to Chicago to l7i've. My £ with the distress

of a country-bred man for a big city - urged me to stay.gpctde farm. But I persisted
in my detgw. Finally he said, very well--go if you will, but you are

going against my advice. So if you will, go - we will remember you. But if you go up
TNt e i



—2-

to the city, and you go bxgke — don't look to me, He said, I went. It was in the midst

of the depression., Hundreds of men were out of work. T tramped the streets looking for
- 7

M

a job., I earned a little mone; here and there in odd _jobs. But could find nothing

permanent or worthwhile. Finally, I was down to rock bottom. I shelled out my last

30¢ for a night's lodging. The next morning, ‘

prayed before. For help in my need. I started out without breakfast, not knowing where
v

down and prayed as I have never
T —_ [

I would sleep that night. I wilked aimlessl; down the street trying to think of some
way of getting something to eat. It was a tyfww with the wigd blowing
in great gusts. Down the street, between the ro‘%ngs, suddenly, there
came an unusual strong gust of wind., And I saw some‘ papers_come flying down from one

of the buildings. They were blowing directly toward me. One piece was green. As it

reached me, I grabbed.

for it. Plucked it out of the air and almost fainted. When I
saw that it was 4§ I went to the nearest restaurant to get some breakfast.

From there to the barber sgop - got a shave and a general cleaning up. Strengthened,

I went after a job. And before night, I had one. And my troubles were over.
; =

This, andotlr illustrationsicould be used(fo% promoting prayer. I want

in this sermon to think about some of the things that we have available to us that
— >~ ==
will promote prayer, in our lives. I want first -’ bad promotion. Second, Bible
vl I /
promotion. Third, boundless promotion.

I. BAD PROMOTION

Now the M\ ho prayed for the( torn page lof her geography book to be

made new buté’ound it still to:;) needed some counsel concerning prayer. Now she
e = e

7.
was éo\\E: to_blgme. But it was the @ the one who had taught her. Who told her
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that God can do anything. That a@God intent on a man's growth and goodness could

just do anything. awm/ax_'x_ should say szfish I was on the other side of the
_ | ?

Py

u_(/»

Suppose a man coyld_gax on a day that the worldswoul t today. The

mountains and @9 would be v by gray_er.

world., And there upon find himself instantly transported from é_m% to England.

ictmized

There is all sorts of bad promotion for prayer. And a majority of prayers remain

unanswered,

Huckleberry Finnm) conducted several amusing experiments in his connection with

7

prayer and finally gave up the whole thing as a useless venture. \Miss Watsonj she

took me in the closet and prayed, he said. nothing come of /i_t. (@ to

ren't so. I tried

pray everyday and whatever I ask for - I would get it. But it w
S———— —

e

it. Once I got a/fish 1 e) but/mo_hooks,) It wasn't any good to me without the hooks.
x 2 £ish Lige) bur(go, ‘. hout the hooks

I tried for the hooks three or four Limes, but somehow I_couldn

pake it work. By

4 / .
and by one day, L asked Mrs, Watso\% to try ﬁgx;,\%. But she said I was a@ She

never told me how and I couldn't make it out no way. I sat down, one time back in

(tpe woods >and have a long think about it. 1 says to m self,@body can get anything
they pray for don't deacon Winn get back the money he lost on ork. cg:z can't
" ) — i

the wi&d get back her silver snuff box that was stolen. @_can't Miss Watson fat up,

No, says I to myself, there ain't nothing to it.
R

is;what 1 call‘roion gor prayer. It is something like a serious

e—writes about. [Here was an
L -

.

individual in bondage that prayed for the he That made his life



) <Rufus Jones» the Quaker, prayed once during the final i

e

4
so miserable. Somewhere he had run acposs the text - whatsoever ye ask in faith,
/ ”

ye shall receive. He therefore prayed in absolute.faith, that h

gave up his praying altogether.

He arose from his prayer confident that was going to recover. And confidence

increased when the\minister pr d for her. { She died; And he went through a period

of rebellion and doubt. That shook the foundations of his faith.

Ly
who have been described as - oh God, Iftried todg, bl,é _E_hou

didst not answer me. re

\\

prayer by cold, hard logi; is a bad way to promote prayer.

There are those who say, I get what I want from God, éi!—l might as well give up praying.
W \/ﬂ

Meaning that if God refuses, to answer, it is like a football team losing a game.

So we give up our mgéic wand.,’

But there are hp seek to promote prayer for its deeper meaning and
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But(EE;;glEggE_Eg_é_ggggg£=§§égé5§;§%§n this in the promises.af.God - and the deeper

purpose in prayer.

We misunderstand the way in which God actually responds to our prayers. And we

do not practice prayer as we ought.

o g " “.‘\“.
{ Thomas Merton

pin a satir% talked about thae

They are great promoters of useless work love to organize meetings and banquets

d ferenc d . Th i i d letters. (T kéh
and conferences an l2££8§§§ ey print c rc%%ﬁfs an evygrs al ours on
the teleghone“in order that they might gather a Jundred people together in a large

room where they will all fill the air with smoke and make a great deal of noise and

roar at one another. And clap their handg. And stagger home at last, patting one

ancther on the back with the assurance that they have all(éggg\great things to spread

the Ki God.
4 e

He concludes, from such men and their programs, may the patient Lord deliver us.

AR G o Wi ) 4 By
g f doey e Pren o é@f s

There are many things that we could say that are bad when it comes to promoting

prayer. And some of these illustrations that I have given I hope will take roots.

ITI. BIBL

It is stated that someone once asked(Luther Burbank, Jthe great plant wizard,
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Wwww To which Burbank responded. J have na .

reason
4

real/ to believe in a life hereafter.

isbane a great writer of hls age, énsweredi Burbank and said - the
swmmk seeing an express train flash by on its

T

(@‘_‘ ot _mean that it isn't Eo:.ng to get there,
M

_ @ is, that we have
the majesty o And the over-all plan of his wonderful beauty.o
that he cannot and does not answer prayer, Thus we ‘@ﬁ the Bible - there are

so (any, parts of the Bible that promote prayer. And as you think of th¢ Scriptur

as promoting prayer, it will promoted through the Bible in various places.

| promotion - and that man is unable to grasp

f:, Froyf’gir_xi%t was promoted.

14
- Acts 12:1-5 - Now when Herod, the king, stretched forth his hand to vex the
ST

church, he killed James, the brother of John with the sword. Further, he toolfPete
i ——— A —amwm@

also. And Peter was kept in grlson. @@ as made without ceasing unto God

for him,
L
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Here is Peter. He was in prison and prayer.

—

@ became thef

R

-" of Pcst. The spokesman of the early chapters of

Acts. Sleeping between/two soldi@boumd with two chains. Prayer can get into
OSIINEwmain-- S PNer - —-—

Ay

any prison.

1
éaul and Silasg» Acts.16:24, With their feet fast in the stocks - and at
RS TRRNE _—————-’N—“‘?

s P f
midnight Paul and Silas praxeg and sang praises unto God and the prisoners heard

them., They had been whlpged pith many stripes. And their feet were fastened.

But there was@ in the prison at@r and they sang praises. I

| S

they were singing at that hour. And then the answer to prayer

came and the( éarthéuak%‘shooh the foundations of the prison, and the doors of the
v

jail opened. All the bands on all the prisoners loosened. The sleeping jailer
TR ~7

aroused. He called for a light and he came. And there was the prgaching to the

jailer., And then the preacher's stripes were washed.
<.

e

Gen. 41:38 - sold into slavery. Put into gg&'son in Eg%pt. But Joseph

was on gQod.Lexms with God. And ptratac) testified -/he said ugt_:g his servants,

. . co Y]
i i . in whom the Spirit of God is,
can we find such a one as this is A man d

m-,

seph and that which he did. The ord made it prosper.
N e ey

Gen. ég HA He _had the Spirit of God and(he Erazed.) And here is something that

promotes prayex. For we see that he was set over all the land of Egypt.
_
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4
And Pharao id unto Joseph andéithout Thee, shall no man 1ift up his hand

or foot in all the land of Egypi.y Gen, 41:41,

‘ ngarelhi"ah Wn his prophecy was put in Brison./I Brazed unto the Lord saying,

our Lord God behold, thou hast made the Reavens and the earth. By thy great power
PO s— -~ s

and stretched out i rm. There is nothing too hard for thee. Thou showest
- R e

loving kindness unto thousands. And recompense the iniquity of the fathers. Unto

A e

S
3

1
the bossom of their children.

Then came the woWd, saying - behold I am the Lord Thy God of all

)
flesh. Is there anything too hard for me9 Jer. 32:17-27.
AT i —’ﬂm

i B
time he was put into prison. In thﬂ dungeons- and made to remain there
for sexigral days. And he was then put in the court of the prison and given‘one(piecej,
e . s @

_ger. 3836‘}- But during these days in the dung_e% and in the prison - he was
praying. Jer. 4034z%.

These are Bible gor%ions that promote prayer.

\ In James 5:13, 18. He says if any among you are
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aff;[ictedI let him_pray. And he illustrates the matter of prayer by thq_ég;:é;;;;:B
who was a man of like subject. Whq _prayed earnestly that it might not rain. And

it(EEEEQQ_BQE,Qn\EEE_SEEEh for the space of 3 years apd 6 months, And he prayed

et et

again, and the rains gave way.

Here is the personal prayer that is spoken about. Let him pray. If any among
s

you are afflicted, let him pray.

sick, let
e

him call for the elders of the church. V. ”"And pray over him.

-
4

L
vz' & lHere we are told, to b ;ieygw;%mmmiﬁe;- YLS;:> The prayer of célzﬁy

V’ b « And here is mutual prayer that is emphasized in yg l6.§
¥

one to another. Pray for one another that you may be healed.

]

23 V.c;h Avails much. Here is earnest prayer
\ -

that is stated in V, 17. Here he continued in prayer. And is urged in V. 18.

y who was a king but was subject to Queen Jezebel. And the worship
of Baal was beingAset up. And the events of Elijah's life are focused in over the

priests of Baal at Carmel.

(!535 prophets had gathered on that great mountain, And

Elijah said how long halt ye between two opinions. If the Lord be God, follow Him.
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If Baal, then follow him, I Kings 18:21.

We know the answer - that God fSent fire

in answer to his prayer. I Kings. 18:31-35.

Hethe altar of God. And it came to pass, the time of the

Elijah the prophet came near and offered a prayer unto God. What words these are to

promote prayer.

l)

leading the people to rebuild

the walls of Jerusalem. Neh 43 2 3.<ﬁ;’verthe1§§§E ¥ﬁ made our prayer unto God. One

prayer was, hear, oh our God, for we are despised.

And turn their reproach upon their
urn tne.

4
B

his experience.

is heart, that he would not

Danlel purposed

windows being opened toward Jerusglem, he kngeled down on

day, and he prayed and gave thanks to God as he did aforetime. Dag%g; 6:10-11.
LY

Daniel with his faith in God said, I set my face unto thy Lord God to seek thy

prayer and supplicatio with fasting and sack clothes and ashes. Daniel 9:3.
R [ ——r PR 4 “-‘7

N The(Prophet 2 Kings 4:32-33, He came to the woman of Shunam., Her
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son had died, and therefore he went in and he prayed.

Elisha prayed. And he ask his ant g d be
And the éervant saw God's hosts, of horses and chariots<protectinglthem.
g—-mmafjﬁ“ hﬁ-n1,7

"
I Sam. 12:23 - God forbid that I should sin against the Lord in ceasing

to pra§ for you.

These words of Samuel teach us that p{iyerlessness is really robbery, of our

fellows. When we do not pray for our brethren, we sin against them.

L:_k—e‘_l?. Jesus gives the Disciples the parable about the widow.

mem

To teach men that they should pray and (not fahﬂﬁ) He knew that they needed this.

b

That they would pray always in prayer. It is interesting to note that these men

were not to faint. Not to give up. Not_l

o o RS R T

7/

i ‘
yf' I read about a man once. It was said of him, that he was so lazy, that he
T Y ‘ - -

would not shake if he had a chill.

p————

sed these parable to promote prayer. He said that a@came once

7
to a judge. And she kept coming back, and coming back until she got her answer.,
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Gog is not id%}. When he does not answer quickly. I think .even the feeble

cry of the sick child or the poor widow, was heard.

4 You have the contrast o and the contrast of(p
Ny = I S _ . o

certainly have the contrast ofSresultsa In that situation.

P

The<§§§§€?ee prayed with himg
Publican who stood a far o;f. He thought of himself being in that holy place, but

As the pigture is held up. But here was the

he had not right even to approach God because of the sins in his life.

Matt. 20:30-34, They were helpless. Dependent upon those who

passed by. They werg.ho-qless. How gqg;gupligﬁwyggww

s vk i

xpect Lo see. And yet they

prayed and they were persistent. And God answered.

We have looked

(:;E"’M" And we could talk about some of the The study of the%&%ﬂﬂ\) —
- T
Would help you to discover something about what a man needs. enty-two different

trouble% in that Psalm and distresses are mentioned. But four times is the

expression found ——lthen they cried unto the Lord in their trouble. And he delivered

: f
them out of their distresses. /
Ao, T £
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Beyond these Scriptures, to promote prayer — there is always an immediate
need that promotes prayer. An urgent need. And perhaps you are thinking now of
Dy W

some need that you have.

B OUNDLES S PROMOTTON

The more I consider this prject of promoting prayer, there is bad promotion,
but there is Bible promotion. And there is also a boundless promotion that we find
in the{ lives of men and wome%)that have proclaimed the/grgmises)of God. And have

- . =

J
prayed. I would like now to use some of these men and some of their lives, to encourage

-

you in prayer.

In 1789 he wrote in his jouxnal, this day

Je—
*#\<f’ Let us look first at (John Wesley]

N\

T entered my 86th year. And I now find that I am going to grow old. My sight is

decaying. So I cannot read small print without a strong light. My sgzggg;h is

decaying - I have to walk much slower. My memory of names, whether persons or places
oy v N SN B

is decaying. Until I have to stop and think a little to recollect. What I should be
- v <7

afraid of is — if I took thought of tomorrow, that my body should weight down. But

thou shalt answer for me oh Lozd, thy God.

ater, he confessed this. Above/86 lyears of age. I found none of the
infirmities of old age. did not wax dim, @e_i_the? did my natu;a7l strength
ha 7 g — 7

abate. But last August, I found almost a sudden change. My Gyes/were g im that
no glasses would help. My strength, likewise, quite forsook me. And probably will

not return in this world. But I feel no pain from head to foot. Only, it seems
~7

that nature is exhausted.

They ministered to him in his(éast hoursS) And when he‘:’mto his chair, they
rrinad \ -
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4
saw that the change of death had taken ahold of him. He said, Lord thou biddest

stgggg;hasg_LhQse—thgt can speak and to those that eannot. Speak Lord to all of

ouw. And let them thou that loosest tongues - and @ ,_now Fathe

and Holy Ghogt who sweetly all agree,
. N I ALY

He said now we have done - let us all go. They were obligated to lay him down

on the bed, to which he rose no more. He called for them to pray and to praise. Near

the end, there was a little pause. And with the remaining stremgth he said,/%he gest

. v/ . .
of all - God is with us. And then, he felt that God had kept his promises and was

faithful - that God would comfort the hearts of his weeping friends. He sort of lifted

up his gging arms in a token of victory. And repeated, the heart geviving words -

; /
L@he best of all is, God is with us. /
T o

To me(§2§§is a boundless portion to promote prayer.
, —

— ; _
\\géf The next man we think about is(Thomas Chalmers. JHe is a Scotch man. A wonderful
Aot sieodededl?” e e

man. Bornin 1780. But his mind was keen and he was always searching and seeking. And
[ ,_,.,é%. ===

one of the great characteristics of this man was his ability in power and prayer. This
- 1%

is shown by one of his public prayers. Oh give us some steady object for our mind to
’ L= Ay

rest upon.

At the a

,e_of_!!.‘durlng his mlnlstry at Kilmany, he was layed up for many weeks

by illness. For four months he never left his room. For almost a half a year, he
R ——

never entered his pulpit. But it was a beginning of a great spiritual revolution.

That was accompllshed in him. For he q;pte in 1810 somethlng of his private prayers.

;;’ Some(é;;;;I:; "Heaven Father, compasses with thy error, L 1mplore Thy forgiveness




‘é; - Next we think of [Mr. William E, Gl
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for the past, And thy direction for the future. Keep me in the way everlasting.

LIRS~ St

much oppressed by its anxieties.”

Father, in Heaven, teach me what is right. And enable me to adhere to it.

In all of my undertakings, enable me to sacrifice myself. Give justice to my

conceptions of priority. And may I give birth to all thy purposes. Father, in

Heaven, teach me thyself. May the gentleness of thy religion shed itself and its
i
influence over me.

He wrote in 1810, May 6th - I preached this Sunday. After being away from
R ey g ~— —

public duty for 31 weeks. But he says, I felt myself empowered by the gracious God.
i — BN Aag -
-
@s. that his family over heard from him was this nT/oh Father,
i NIRRATZE R, e e

BV s b i

A ———

QﬁEEEE:EEE?;;IQ said, I believe there is not in all of Scotland or in Europe,
p—— f 7 ’

such a Christian priest left.
T /

adstone.] A wonderful man of God. Who always
EARYLIKS n 4 e

T

made his way in the church. And was not only a great statesman. But he was a great
Ay 4 7

man of prayer. Mr. Gladstone, it is said, blesses everyone who comes near him. Even
___.___———-—"7
/

as he lay dying, people came to his sick room for is blessing. His faith, has never
e e — 7 ”

failed. The hope that he has is bright.

And came in_and_took him by the hand, and said —éod blessw};gu;}w%ml{e said, .

will you give me your prayers. And the person said, well, T have always prayed for you.
SRR .
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aL.prayers more than the poor sipngr that lies here before

you. This is something that took root. ThaICEGEE)with his great height and pgggr,

-gsd and necessity for prayer. And was always blessing people.

repare for the ministry had to walk

C John Patton fho set out for Glasg

40 miles. To Kilmarnock and travel by train. His dear(a;;;;ﬁwalked with him the

first six miles of the way. He counselled him with tears and Heavenly conversation.
And when he had walked the last half mile or so - they walked together in unbroken

%E}ggpe. He said, his father had a habit of carrying his (hat>in his hand. And he

e

said his lips kept moving in silent prayer for me. Tears fell fast when our eyes

e
met each other in looks which all speech was vain. We halted as we approached the
e ,
paEEigg‘plggg, and he grasp my hand fi:g%y, and said, 6aiaﬂ“$,uw,5_.éw SOD Youxr

1/
Father's God prosper you. And keep you from all evil., Unable to say more, his

lips kept moving in silent prayer. In tgaxs_me_gmhxasséétand parted. And I went
off. When I turned the cormer in the road, where he would lose sight of me, I looked

back. And saw him standing there, with his head uncovered, gazing after me. Waving

my hat, I was around the corner and out of sight in an instant. My heart was toa full
my fiet

he said, to carry me further. Then rising up cautiously, I climbed the dyke to see

if he yet stood where I had left him. And just as that moment, I caught a glimpse of
S - ——— SRSl
him climbing the dyke and looking out. for me. He did not see me - but he eagerly gazed

in my direction.

And I felt sure that{ ris

ing in prayers,

he continued to watch through blinded
R 3R e R oy

eyes.

Patton went off, and he worked. And he had

he risk much. And he said this, I been a stranger to Jes&s, - my
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reason would verily given way. But my comfort and joy sprang out of these words.

A\ ¢
Never leave nor forsake thee, lo, I am with you always. Pleading these promises,
e Y

I followed my guide.

é"‘ Let us look at one more Christian hero soldier of the South. { Sto

ewg}l Jackson.,

e

R RREN e R

And those who wrote about him, wrote about his custom in silent prayer. His life at
~

‘home, says his wife, was perfectly reverent and systemat%s. He Eggse about 6 o'clock

and knelt for secret prayer. He took a bath and then he took a brisk walk, and he

would call the family together for an hour of family prayers. He prayed without ceasing
unto fire and to camp. He never missed his own impulse for his revelation of divine

will. This is what we need.

Many times we follow the impulses of our own feelings instead of the divine

will of God. He prayed for help to do his duty, And he prayed for success. But he

knew that prayer was not always answered the way that man would have it.

cvhe gathered his staff together for evening devotions.

e T

And conversations about the power of faith. And the mysteries of redemption.
174

There ware<§any Etories about him as he walked in the woods(é?sorbed)in prayer.
e i k4

And lifting his left hand as_a gesture which men believe was his appeal to Heg;gn.
: ; = 7 - -

»

His devout habits, says {enderson who wrote of him, were‘ﬂ!!mJ,J.HmL
i — —_— N

His faithful servants knew about -this.

He made no secret of his ég;:i;éggdependency upon a higher power. Every action

was prayer. For every action began and named in the Almighty. He was the happiest man,

s
P
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said one of his friends, that he ever knew. And he expressed his surprise when others

were less happy than himself, Qmuuxée lay woggded on_May l§§3, he asked, who is preaching

at the headquarters-today. He says, he was told that the Army was praying for him. Thank
< 7

God, he said, They are very kind to me. And of course, as his energy was parting, and

H

things were getting low with him - he said this, lSt us cross over the river and rest
- . e e ]

/
under the shade of the trees. /And the soul of the great captain passed into the peace
B i b - 7

LI

of God.

diiggﬁthese testimonies of the boundless promotion that we have for prayer, there
1o tliese te ___———-—Jl~_f;, e -0t

should come inspiration for you to pray. Remember there ision, Bibld promotion,

and(Egaggzgggﬁpromotion. I(EE;§E§that this will be enough to promote prayer in your
11 =>

life. (ig}do you not pray, that this will be the beginning. This will be the moment
| P 4

when you will determine ‘that pfa;er will become a part of your life. There are so many

(;;;;;%;§~df'cod that we could recollect - but let us recollect these things that we have
v N/ B

falked about.
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