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"THY WILL BE DONE"

Matt. 6:10

We are speaking aboutugwgggxgg%;his morning that many of you know by heart

Or my memory. You can repeat it without any awaigness or any distinect meaning.
v

You can use it in a formal way.
—

I was in a service the other day in which this prayer was used twice. But

this prayer has sentence by sentence some very specific directions that will help

us in worship.

‘MJQM&r why Jesus did not give more specific instruction. But this

was<§ne thing)that the Disciples asked him to give them instruction in. rfrer
s ————

i/
this manner, therefore, pray ye. It makes us understand that this prayer is not

just a formula but it is a pattern. It is a record of the exact words in the

New Testament - that if men could learn to pray - then this is the way that they

will learn to pray in secret as well as in pgé}ic.

)~ this model praver. Nine sentences - 69 words in the Fnglish
L pra; ine i ALY &

translation, and yet it includes magy and much in the way of petitions. We could

learn from this in the prayer life which we experience. Méi&ﬁtimes people offer
eléggxate prayers - Eggg prayers - feeling these are to an advantage. But remember

Jesus in teaching and instructing here, appealed to that which was clear and di}ect.

And if we would be wise, we would follow this pattern.

Many do not know the answers because they do not follow this pattern. I under-

—~ stand(a E;gghggg>in colle?emgpg%;ﬁh\the other day was given a certain quotation from
" , e m———

s
Browning, on his test. Now not knowing the answer to the question - but he did not

;."rv'“wxam‘ame S
K . i
want to leave the blank. So he wrote the roast was in the OVG?)brownlng.
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Many times much of our prayer life is like that. We get off something quickly
——— —_—

- but ;OO ears from today, most of the things that I have worked for and striven

PRGN V ‘_—_—7
for will pass into nothing. But‘l&iyl,l matft;:gr throughout all eternity, the place

I have given God - that he wanted me to do, and the way he wanted it done. BPRut all
ave glvenl wod ) =

b

the other goals and attainments will pass on.

One paid a wonderful tribute to her son -~ shortly before her death she
e e i

wrote —- "I{leave all my estate to my beloved son to do with as he pleases - because

[Z4 - \7
he glgg¥§ pleases to do right."

v

camy,

So it is, when we come to God's will -~ Thy Will Be Done on Earth as It is In
-...—————-——‘V -

feaven.

Certainly this petition expresses the underlying purpose and spirit of all true
%

Christian prayer.

Clement Jof Alexander one day wrote - as the sailors pulling at the anchor rope
b ; 5 = e,

‘L
do not drag the anchor to them - but drag themselves up to the anchor. So those
T i et e o

who are offering this petition do pot-drag-Gedls-yill down to the level of their

own desire. BRut drag themselves up to the holy will of God.

This is true. This praver is a pattern for all true Christian prayer. ot that
—

we are going to over persuade.God who is reluctant to do this or to do that. But
[ - e

rather we are going to come so close to God that we will understand what his purpose
> POS!
is and we'll offer our lives as the dedicated instruments through which his divine

will may be accomplished.

This will give our prayer life greater depth and greater truth when we are
avare that God has a will., ¥Ye must have a will and a purpose that includes each

of us, this nation, this universe, and the things that happen in this world.



I. THE TIRST_EALT ~ THERE IS A WILL OF GOI!é

How this is something that even the universe -~ God had a will. There are some
—-—F-—‘_"V'

Bible scholars that believe the correct translation of this text - "Thy Will Be

Done On Farth As Tt Is In Heaven''. If that be so, there is little wonder when we
Sm—— V

think of the stars and the sky in perfect harmony.
e}
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Apgs-end-=dsgiab had called on men to 1lift up their eyes and to look at the stars
-—-—-—-———“"‘"‘7 -
>
if they would see the glory of God. It brings a nes i into this ancient

petitiogf When we offer it in this form. We look up into the sky with emotion.

And wéysee all of these worlds moving in majestic obedience to the unvarying laws

iqﬁﬁégggﬂ ~ there is the will of God.

On the(EEth fe feel the pressure of the purpose of the divine will. That there

must be co-operation in our own lives because it is God's plan. And our religion
- 7

is made more vital when we catch again the confidence that God has a purpose and a

will. Not only for the universe and the nation. But for every individual.

IT. WE NOTE SOME THINGS THAT ARE NOT THE WILL OF quif/
There are some people who seem to be confused about what is the will of God.

f;’/%irst, they consider\ but this is not religion - this is the absence

of religion. This is the attitude of any animal man. Who is made up of fear and
: v

But this is not the will of God.

A’

;lei;;ous acceptance}of anything that is evié?&s not the will of God either. Quite

often we hear individuals say - this is the will of God. We'll have to yield to it.
e e

self-deception, and superstition

Let me illustrate this.
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S Dr. Studdert Kennedy ministered to the slumg of Tondgon. Once told about sitting

e R

by the bedside of a little child who was éz%gg of rickets. The wother)stood by
weeping, shedding tears, and crying -~ it is God's will. But said th&:££§é§E§}> I

never knew anything that was less God's will than that. The whole business was

smothered in sin and denial of God's will. The cottage in which the child lay was

a shamef lace in which no decent animal ought to have been asked to live. The
whole district was an outrage on humanity. The ﬁ%égggzof the child was sy

and he said, T knew the mother had sqg&g@kthe child in gylnk It was typical

modern poverty. And that is(ééi)God s will. It is the Deyills will.

Now God's will is not to be found in pious acceptance of anything that is evil.

That is anything that is against which in our best moments we know we ought to fight.

P (ﬁ;. Speazdone day said that he was in the forest talking to a bhoy in the Axmy
e . 7

who had just received word that his broth%; in another regiment had just been blown

i:“ i J
to bits by a shell. He asggx the chaplain if it was Godls will. He said, T told

him that it was not - it was the riiylt of the concentration of all the evils in
i s N e T B—

Hell.

V h@sﬁe&mh%“s‘\

e No, that was no more God's. ss} We need to make a destinction
between Christ and the cross. The 3p; &.'othhrlst that kept him 1oya1 to the way
of love. And kept him both trye and courageous and able to ask the forgiveness of
others in the midst of his agony. {gl} of that was Godle will, <§;;:ihgﬂ£ross itself

N‘k was the 6;i;~g££3231 Indeed, we come nearest the truth in answer to the question

For Jesus is EH?“TWVJng picture of God'q wlll "On earth, and you will seé one yxhijV

SEm——

who is perfect fulggll/the will of God., That he lives in re]ationshlp of absolute vagr%b

g g ]
truth, lov1ng obedle ce of God the Father. So what is the will of God. It is Jesus, &auﬂ?

Mﬁ‘{w"‘«ﬁ {Nﬁ
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Therefore, the of God is not many things. @it vhat you want r is that
: Y -7
the will of God. Do vou want the lLord to give you a dogen new dresses. Or to hand
you over something else. Or do vou want the Lord to destroy your enemies. Is this

to harmonize God's will.

ITI.

I have said that Jesus is the will of God. 1Yow let us come to some particular
\ %4

decisions and disggverdes, that may be most difficult sometimes and sometimes they

-

are agonizing. Y e are going to find out what Cod's will is.

Many people are about as confused as the
the steps. And he met a Qggdggt that he remerhered $eeing 20

nindedoprofessor. Going down

miputes before, on the

same steps. Ve asked the student 1§’§§_E§§_gglngﬁ& the steps or down the steps when

they met a few minutes before. The student said WhPﬂ we met before on the steps -
/4 .

you were going up. Gooﬂ then said the professor -~ I have had my 01nner, And he

(( T

went on.

I heard the other gay about this i/ at school whose wife had given him a

wmlittlgﬁpiece of_paper when he had left home. And she told John - don't come back

S—— e

here. We will have moved this ezfging and the address of the new home is on the

little piece of paper. OCh, he says, you don't think I would forget that - do you?

P

That we are moving? On to school he went as for 20 _he had done. That afternoon

omprareUe Rt

.

he returned to the same house, he found the place empty. His wife and children gomne.
T've been ruined. We said - well, I'1ll have to find out what happened. FHe saw three
bgzg_playing down the street. So he went over and he asked one of them, if he knew

where his family was. FHe said, I've been living here for 20 years. One of the boys

W ‘g

said, say Daddy, come on - let s _Bo«home. $e-said-you.wouldn't know where to go.
e, W SRR S A e e S
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When it comes to the will of God, there are many, many people who do not know

where to go. How to find out - how to discover.

(Isaac Newééglpnce said, with a telescope I can see millions of stars miles away.

e e / -

But he says I can go to my room, bend

knees, and 1lift my prayers to almighty God

and see the Heavens more than if vou put all the telescopes at my disposal.

B8k
The will of God mayAdigg;qE££¥£pgg,gme. It may be agonizing for others. To try

S

ey
%

to discover jus

&
)is the iJesus like thing) to do. In ny bus}ess, as a DNisciple
of the Lord. For my c?i}gfen, neighbors. Sometimes these may be the hardest things

in the world to do.

Remember that T said, the will of God is Jesus. Now it means making yourself

receptive to any thought that God may wish to put in your mind. It is your whole
vV

spirit and your whole being.

Now it ig*ﬁéineed for us to know the whole plan of God for our lives in a single
M e e SRS R

moment. It is just(éiéééﬁ)if we know day, by.day.

In the same prayer, Jesus taught them to pray day by day fggﬁhﬁead. Why should
they not do the same thing in respect to guidance.

/f

One great man wrote, kgggwghggﬁgy feet -~ I do not ask to see. The distance seemed

1

one step - enough for me.

Now we can find God's will on the basis of step by step and day by day procedure.

This is the way to do it.

If it is

A}
<,
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not right according to the standar s of Jesus, it is not God's will. Unless we are

i

willing to make riggt the onéh;hing that we know is wrong - then it is useless for us

",

to expect to find the next stgg;ip God's purpose for us.

in the one little respect in which we know,
~

it may be giving up of a personal/ﬁabit. ﬂf """""" d-harmful or wasteful fhing in our lives.
EE T

It may be changing some of our business practiges. It may be our willingness to confess
T " - N

o It may be our willingness to make(res

somebody else or some other person. Vhatever it is, if we do the little thing that we

know is God's will, then the still small voice of God within us will tell us thely
'A_—-——_.—’—"'——“W

thing that-we should do.

It may be to right some other wrong. It may be to undertake some piece of unselfish
service. It may be a wise thought in regard to our work. It may be an unpride approach
in some personal relationship. It may be a flash of new truth. Do the thing that is

next to you. (Rightlthe wrong that you recognize is wrong. Perform the duty that you

know about. Take the first step, God will make the next step very clear.

1
J— And this is the boldg;ss which we have toward him - that if we

ask anything according to his will, he heareth us. And if we know that he heareth

r/
us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions which we have asked of him.

This passage teaches us plainly to pray aright. That we must pray according to
-

God's will. 3But maybe still there are some who are ponder1ng,(£3;>am I going to
P

discover God's will. FHow am I going to discover what Jesus' way is.
‘r%%&i

- Let me make a couple more(suggestions)~ firsti,

his will in his word. Vhen anything is definitely promised «in the Rible, we know

¢

RIS

.2 God has revealed

that God will give it. If then, when T pray, I can find some definite promise of God's
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-2 -~  One other suggestion - you can find the will of God b

. =

Word - and lay that promise before God, I know that he hears me. And I know that T

have the petition that I have asked for.

For example, when I pray for wisd%g? I %¥nov that(itlis the will of God to give

me wisdom. { : wisdom ~ let him ask God. That giveth

to all men liberally and upbraid th‘none. And it shall be given him./II ask for
wisdom - I know that that pr%ZQE*ig_hgard. In the same manner, when I pray for the
Holy Spirit, I know from Luke 11:13 that it is the will of God that my prayer is
heard. If ve then being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how

much more your Heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask them.

dvas teaching a Bible class. And some \ ame up and said, you
SRSy s . 5
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produced.in those voung mgn that they can ask for de
SRR, e i

RIS,

ings - and get the very

things that they asked for. Ue said, I don't knpw that I left that impression, but

certainly I desired to produce that. But he replied - that's not right. Ve cannot
; p € g

~,
be sure vwhat God's will is., Then he turned tqigggggizzgf— and-xead.to him. TIs it

not Cod's will to give us wisdom. And if you ask for wisdom - do you not know that

vou are going to get it.

He said \ywejdon't
SRR S '«m\-a&-wﬁ*

know what wisdom is.

we would not need to ask

HEREE

said Torey. Whatever wisdom may be - don't you know that you will get it. Certainly
[ : '
it is our privilege. That if we doubt that God will do the thing that we ask, then

we make him false. This is one of the great ways I think of discovering the will of

God. To look in the Rible.

to teach vou. There arethings that we need from ng” 22
like manner the Spixit also helpeth our infirmity - for we know not how to pray as

we ought. The Spirit himself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot

be uttered. And he that searches the heart knoweth what is the mind of the spirit.



Recause he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of Cod.

Here we are told that the Spirit dggyg_ggg_gi_gnl;p%f;er and brings it in line
with God's will, When we are thus led by the Holy Spirit in the direction of prayer,

God lays the burden of prayer upon our hearts. And he leads us.

+ L

John Si;ér & This is the confidencg_Ehg; we hgye in him ~ that if we have

anything according to his will, he heareth us. And if we know that he heareth us,

whatsoever we ask we know that we have the petitions that we desire of him./ /

Doubtless there are Eimes%that we do not know God's will. But in prayer and
g — ““%—--———-—-—7 ————

submission ~ to the excellent will of God - we come in confidence knowing that we

have deep dependence upon the Spirit, in prayer. The@iéiggzggiﬂid not know how

to pray as they ought. So they came to Jesus and said, L{;ﬁl_;gésh_u&w. We do not
‘M

know how to pray as we ought — but we have another teacher and guide right at hand
to help us. The Spirit helps our infirmities. ¥He teaches us how to pray. True

prayer, His prayer, in the Spirit - that he guides and he directs us.

TO DO THE WILL OF GOD AND TN WHAT SPTRIT IS IT TO BE DONEJ/’/

This is the last part of this text that I would like to place upon your hearts.
(W ¢
We offer this petition of our Master, that he taught us, Thy Will Be Done. And the

éééég;gﬁﬁiggggiiggly comes - by wh

do _we expect that God's will will be done on earth.
e, o . - Pty

m?

Ye ex ecting.-God-to
perform His own will. That is a foolish and unnecessary prayer. There are some
g — et

things in God's plan that never can be done unless he finds men and women to do it.

Ttlis God's w%é&mﬁhat your home should be built on love and mutual understanding

M s  n P
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and helpfulness.,

But that part of God's will must wait until he finds men and women, and children
0¢C & Will. mus =

in your home who will do it.

The devastating competition today for personal gain in the world ~ is not Cod's

will in business.

@Eﬂ@h Thy Will Be Done On Earth )
TR s

agfggged. Do we have a vague hope that someone, somewhere, will do the will of God.
; -

we

i

i

That is a poor and worthless request also.

Je offer this petition rightly,;it 15 a 9.1?93%;,“ bl TORMICY-5 A (R

TR 2
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pray that God's will may be done on earth, and at the same time, we pledge ourself
[ e

" T

to the doing of just as much of it as we possibly can.
We pray that God's will may be done far beyond our own poor powers. DBut so far

as we can, we pledge ourselves to do it. God's will must «.eventually be done.

By everybody.

But thd:;;;;:blace to begin is with you and me.

Thy will be done on earth.

On bended knee we pray.

Then leave our praver before the throne.

And rise and go our way.,
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And earth is filled with woe

tnd war and evil still

For lack of men whose praver is lo

T come to do thy will.

Thy will be done on earth

Lord grant me grace to see

That if thy will is to be done

It must be done by me.

S8

Then it is no light thing that we prav this praver and mean it. It involves

absolute dedication of ourselves to God. The giving of ourselves completely in

loyalty and love unto him,

ter)said, Lord, what thou wilt - where thou wilt - when thou wilt,

— Yy 7

Richard Bax

SRR

It means a dedication that we see in this pefition -~ that as a rledge we shall

up every morning saying@much of God's will can I do this dayj
M u - 3 £

Sometimes this prayer involves resignation as one grand old Christian in the
face of painful illness said - T must bear this affliction inevitably, and by God's

grace I shall try to bear it nobly.



Think what a transformation there would be in the world's attitude toward
death if every one of us Christians in the presence of the loss of some loved
one said - those same words. I must bear this affliction inevitably, and by God's

grace, I shall try to bear it nohly.

But as often as we offer this praver - let us do so in active co-operation.
- V

God's will is not simply to be accepted but to be done.

Look at the example ofCé;;;?zn theéigggg;j Fverything human is urging him
T

to escape, the agony - and discovering it was God's will to go ahead, He took hold

N

of the purpose and there was the attitude of co-operation and he went on and

accomplished it. And even on that occasion - Thy will, not mine, be done.

Always, this is a prayer against the sinfulness and the laziness of this world -
that we might turn and say, thy will he done. Not with bowed head alone, in meek
submission would we say the words. Not only in the gﬂfggn's agony - may this be
our prayer as it was our Lords. But through the smoke and turmoil of our life,
we catch a glimpse of glory to the one, our Captain calls and we plunge into the

flight and shout our battle cry. Thy Will Be Done!
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