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SIGNS QE_THE END
Matthew 24:3
INTRODUCTION:

A great[ére chemist)said that within a hundred years, Gqé_i§$ggigg to

come down to this earth with his big qiggkgf;keys and will say to humanity,

"Gentlemen, it is closing time."

0ne<§5§ﬁ§§g&?n the Mount of Olives, when the disciples were alone with

Jesus, they asked him thrgg very important questioms. Tell us WhEE\EEE}l

these things be. And what shall be the sign of thy coming. And of the end of
A e i

the world.

The disciples had f@thg\jg@% that Jesus would return. And now they
wanted to know when, and they wanted to know if there would be any s%gys preceding
&

his coming.

They knew that the(Old Testamenb was filled with signs of his coming - his

first coming. And they prophesied in detail.

(iflgg}z_the world had studied the siggg of the 0ld Testament, they would

have known that Jesus was coming and would have welcomed him. But @ ignorance
- — -

and blindness concerning the teachings of the Scriptures led them to fail to
s — e Top s
recognize him.

undreds) of years before Jesus was born, the 0ld Testament revealed ~-

He would be of the tribe of Judah - Gen. 49:9.
T

He would be born in Bethlehem - Micah 5:2.
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He would be born of a virgin - Isaiah 7:14.
— =

He would be called out of Egypt - Hosea 11:1.

He would come as a prophet — Deut. 18:18.

His own people would reject him. Isaiah 5353

He would make a triumphal entry into Jerusalem. Zech. 9:9
P

He would be betrayed and sold for 30 pieces of silver. Zech. 11:12.

He would be put to death by crucifixion - Psalm 22.

His hands and feet would be piﬁfﬁfd‘ Psalm 22:16.

Soldiers would cast lots for his clothing. Psalm 22:18.

He would be ggiseé,from the dead. Psalm 16:9.

He would ascend into Heaven. Psalm 68:18.

éé:::2f°1d his disciples that there would be signs for which they could watch.
He warned them on two occasions to bEEEEE?Of setting dates. Y;£:>— But of that day

and hour kngygth EE.%?“* no, not the angels of Heaven, but my feghg;jynly.

It is not for you to know the times or the seasons which the father has put

—

in his own power. Acts 1:7.
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Although he( wame@ them about speculation on the exact time of his return,
e
he assured them there were signs in the Scriptures, as well as his own words,
that they would have eyes to see that the time was near. When these things began
e
to come te—pass, then lift up your heads, for your redemption draweth nigh.

Luke 21:28.

Now the y%xj@m used in vari&::us ways. It may be as a_w_o_rlg;r, a miracle,
but these things which Jesus talked about as signs, were to serve as evidence in
Pt el
the Bible revelation. It was to inform men and ggiighggg the hearts and minds of
b.-——-—-7
people. And oday it would seem that these si_gp;_a;w;pg for the fir

time since Christ ascended into Heaven.

@ are some of these signs.

——— ferm— —————

c
ﬁirst, the(mental stateéof the world. Jesus said there are going to be two

things in reference to this. Fi}s't{ upon the earth, the distress of nations
L._.___——--—-“:),? ——

with lexity. Luke 21:25. To be distressed is to be oppressed or under
—_— —_—

pressure. It means Qggilgggg%g;, In other words!”thE;Egperation before his
e e et

return would be under severe pressure from every point of view. And there would

e no appan wey out %“”‘aw, . 5 sty L 2t I Sekimel

Jesus said the d reach a state of W when gﬁtions)

would @Maﬂg_ys and find dead end streets. Men's hearts failing them
-~

for fear and looking after those things which are coming on earth. There will be

world-wide __fg;_s_.t_r_m._gr_t. A ézeat abundanc@ andéni_lfl@n,s,ﬁan&ng}t the same time.

—

Second, @said and then shall many be offended and betray onme another,
elroy ohe S0
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and shall hw = V. 10.
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There never was a time when people were go on edge, so easily hurt, and
- s 8> _/1_7,,

offended.
S

And there never was a time when we tired so hard to patch up our jangled
nerves. The pressure of th ,gggexn_liﬁg)ig_ggyggigxig;. In some parts of

the world as pressure builds up, some families actually betray their own members.
7

This sort of mental(?iéééﬁié)is felt everywhere. I read an amusing story
_,7—_____5.___»-—‘*"_‘—(—_- —

where something like this happened even in the hgspital not so long ago. Joseph
Feenan, a former city health commissioner for Patterson, N. J., had been suffering
severe pains in his abdomen and the doctor determined that the trouble was his
gall bladder. He adgiged having an examination and X-rays, and the diagnosis

was correct. He had a rather large gall stone. So they went ahead with surgery
and he had his gall bladder removed. As expected, the Doctor removed the stone
and after a brief' time in the recovery room, he was returned to his own room to
recouperate. Thed%ollowin;}dgy, Mr. Feenam, was feeling wg}l enough to tg}k on
the telephone. While he was talking, a_EEE%Q walked in with a sqgllﬂggpg;_;ﬁp;
in her hand. Feenan motioned for her to put the cup on the beéfigg,;able while
he finished his conversation. She PQE_EEEWEEP down and left the room. When
Feenan f%E}EEEE_EEE_ESEEEEEEE;Q“’ he picked up the cup to see what it contained.
There was a liftle gray object in the bottom of the cup - so he rqéghgﬁ for his
waquﬂg;gssﬁand gulped it down, assuming he was taking a pill. At that moment,
the'ggzié, re—entered the room and seeing what Feenan had done, she turned pale

and dashed into the hall screaming for the doctor. Poor Joseph Feenan had swallowed
Screaminj Sepn Teel, Wa.
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his own gall stone. The doctor assgfggﬂhim that everything would be alright and

even suggested that what his gall bladder couldn't do, his stomach might well be
able to take care of. This gbgfgggd state seems to be everywhere you turn. All

sorts of mental problems.
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P ‘37 Second , theénwf the world - V, 37. 1In the tlw it was

written that God saw that the wickedness of man was great. And every:himagination
of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. God said to Noah the
end of all flesh has come before me. For the earth is filled with violence through

P
them and behold I will destroy them with the earth. Gen. 6:5-12, 13. QeSus%gféﬁ,

as it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be in the son of man. They eat, drank,
g i i
they married wives and were given in marriage. Luke 17:26.

@_Gﬂd‘s Wamwzll_ﬁﬂ/ﬂbL they were so occupied with themselves

and their wickedness, thgzlc@_ngt__m_n_:ll the flood came and took them all away.

V. 39.

@_gl_.go said it was going to be like the days of Lot. They eat, drank,
theybought, they sold, ‘theyplﬁn__;_g_,d, they Md. But the same day that Lot went
out of Sodom, it rained fire and brimstome from Heaven and destroyed them all.

Even so, shall it be in the day when the son of man is revealed. Luke 1728,

Neve has there been a time when men tried so desperately Go have fun)as they

do today. We are Cll bored_) The great enemy of the modern world - public enemy

number one is boredom. Manﬂq_ls bored. Perhaps this is the underlying cause

of all troubles. We know what %{'& do with ourselves.

i@ate even tired from theirg va_ciﬁgt}s;) It is not that T. V. programs are

so bad - we have become sick from too much. Long ago@aid, the trgm_p_h_gf the

wicked is short. And the joy of the hypocrite but for a moment. Job 25.

The world is on aﬁnoral blngg) such as was not known even in the days of

@/We have at our finger tips every pleasure that man is capable of enjoying.

And man has abused every gift, that God ever gave him, incluiiﬂg_sel_; which he no
_—



longer finds joy and satisfaction in them.

Time Magazine reported recently on a festival of free expression in a parish
P e

youth center where young men and women performed before audiences immoral acts
RET o L AN il
that cannot be recoqgggd in words at this moment. Now this is man doing what he

wants to do. This is the human nature without God expressing itself. According

to the Bible, this is a sign of the end.

L///iJ 1 - Third, a(%alling away) V. 11. Jesus) said, and many false prophets shall

\ —_——
arise and shall deceive many. Now the spirit speaks exgre%sively that in the
(iEtFEE_Iiﬁﬁﬁa’ some shall depart from the faith -- giving heed to sqéggigg_gpi;%;s

and doctrines of devils. I Tim. 4:1. warned for the time will come when

they will not endure sound doctrim€, but after their o lusts will they heap to
themselves teachers having itching ears, and they will turn their ears away from

the truth and they shall be turned unto fables. 2 _Tim. 4:3.

This all seems to point to a time of wide spread hypacrisy. When multitudes
== S

of people will be herded into the church with having had QABEEEEEEE_§§25£igﬂ£§

with Christ Jesus.

(fex will grow. (Eglgg’gggghggé)will be in the church. The(éiE}é)will be under
~§L—-———~77 S——

R

severe attack.

r

has not changed, since he asked Eve in the Garden of Eden, yea, hath

God said. There are some teachers—ef religion who try deliberately to destroy

the(;uthority of Scripture)and the faith of the church. They are(gglggg}in

sheep's clothing about which Jesus warned his followers. They are the leaders of

— T —



the falling away and this he said, will come at the end of the age.

éude 1:4; for there are certain men crept in,6unawares who were before of
= —_—————f = =

=
=

old ordained to this condemmation, ungodly men"tuzgégﬁzfggzggggg_of our God into
e

denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.

P

/

The word,(éiépt in unawares) is an unusual Greek word occuring only in this

place. Literal translation means(''to creep in side wayéj:)- liggﬂg_hgxg%é; in the

house. The burglar has come not to SEEEE_EEEEEial possessions - he has come to

rob us of our faith in God, and in His Word. When faithful men of God rise and
cry against the presence of the burglar, they are accused of disturbing the peace.

They are accused of old forms of error, known in earlier times.

The APOStle(Eééiszig that day shall not come, except there be a falling
away first, and that man of sin be revealed the son of prediction. 2 Thess, 2:3.

i alling awa})refers to abggging thehks’,af Many Scriptures speak of this.( Amosj

/
wrote about it. 'The day comes, said the Lord God, and I will send the famine in
—_——— —_— 7

—

thgwlgnd - not a famine of bread, nor a thirst of water, but of hearing the word

of God. And they shall waq__g_ﬁ;gangﬁ.to sea and North even to the East. They

s

shall ggg_zg_ggg_jgtho segk the word of God. And they shall not find it. Amos. 8:11-12,

There will come a time when people hunting for the truth will seek it where it is
‘\_’-'—‘_—_-._—‘—‘--7

supposedly given out. But they will not hear the word of God. (Instead)of receiving
\__‘________./'-_'_\

a message to satisfy the spiritual longing, they will hear sermods on current

political and social preblems, or about ,art and literature, They will not hear

sermons on the Bible and God's Word, and the SEEEEEE#EE—EQQLE_EfﬁéﬁfEE“' And so

they will wander from ongfgigce to another. Going from hope to despair and

=

eventually giving up.
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ﬁT//An increase in(&awlessnesg} V. 12. As lawlessness spreads, men's love for

one another will grow cold. 4his know also that in the last days periless times

—

will come for men shall be lovers of themselves and covetous, boasters, proud,

e e —

—

blafggggers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without neEural affection,
truce breakers, false accusers, fierce, desplsers of those who are good traders,
5€ dccu

high mlnded lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God, having a form of Godliness

but denying the power thereof from such - turn away. 2 Tim. 3:1-5. You will notice
T i e — .

that this passage teaches that these are the characteristics of the last days.
Our re filled with accountsof rebelli outh, of the over throw

of governments and riots in almost every country on the earth. We have only to

quote the (crime record) to show that law sness is increasing, at a ﬁ;igh:enlng

rate around the world. ig;;Q taught that just be§235q532=235 lawlessness would be

worldwide. You would hear of wars and this carries the idea of rebellion, and is

a sign of the end of the age.

Fifth, th%i;omin of scoffers.) There will come in the last days scoffers,

walking after their own lus._t/s, and S&E_El_g, Q is the promise of this coming,

for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the

—_—

beginning of the creation. 2 Peter 3:3. Many professing Christians say this is
a false teaching since the second coming of Jesus did not take place as the early

church expected. They say why hasn't Christ already come. Did no,

surely, I come quickly. But that promise translated says I am/ﬁz/;elly on the

way.

In our(skyscrapers)which are as high as 70 or 80 stories - an executive on
the top floor mgzqcallﬁgg_ghg‘hgﬁemgg;_and say, I am on my way, get my car ready.

Now this does pot mean that he has actually arrived at the garage. He is on the
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way and by the time the car is ready, he will be there. Now this is the
meaning conveyed to us, I come quickly. Those Christians who are now in the
basement or in the grave, shall be raised first. And when they reach the

/.f ————— —_—

ground floor, in a moment - in the twinkling of an eye, we shall be taken up

together to meet the Lord in the air.

This is why the scoffers in Noah's t refused to believe in the flood
== \———-‘7

of which he warned them of. This was a sign of his coming.

Sixth,éggde—spread persecugi;;:?

V. 9 and 10 - hall they deliver you up to be af‘f__l_i_‘_:_t_e_gl and shall kill

you, and ye shall be hated of all natioys for my name sake and then shall many
.___—.’-=-—-7

be offended, and shall betray one another and shall hate one another.

But take heed to yourselves, for they shall d%12233#322’32—52\2222§9%§ and
—_
in the synagogues, and ye shall be beaten, and brought before rulers and kings
s

for my sake, for a testimony against them. The brothers shall betray the brothers

to death. And the father, the son. And the children shall rise up against their

parents. And shall cause them to be put to death. And ye shall be hated of all

men for my name sake. Matthew 13:9, 12, 13.

the emphasis Jesus puts on for mx name sake. Thousands of Christians
._’—’7 ——

compromise their faith and deny him. This is a sign - Jesus said.

Seven,‘éf’f_f]mm:g.J James 5:1-3. GCo to now ye rich men, weep, and howl for
\ [

your miseries that shall come upon you. Yo_pirricwm\aﬁd your gar-—

ments are moth-eaten. Your gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of them
e A
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shall be a witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have

heaped treasure together for the last days.

heard of a millionaire, we thought of him with awe. Cﬁodai}in the Western world,

e et

U A

there are thousands of millionaires. No longer with a man of $100,000 considered
P
wealthy. There is nothing wrong with being wealthy if the wealth was acquired
=

honestly. However, neglect of one's stewardship of one's resources is a sin in

the sight of God. And of course, warned, the love of money is the root of

— e

all evil.

This is of course one of the great éggzgigﬁgi_ggggggigg’— the disciples of
materialism have gone into the poverty stricken areas of the world and called the
(?éople their comraqg>. This appealgrgo those who live in sub-standard conditions
- while at the same time they see pictures of prosperous weg}EEZFEEEiggg. Paul

says this will be one of the signs.

j///\! é Eight, tha(éreparation of Armagsgfgjzl V. 6. And ye shall hear of Eg;s and
\

rumors of rs. The Bible indicates that toward the end, wars will become more
(;ide spread) More destructive and more frequent.
""T__-__'__.—_.—'.’ Mo

There is no doubt that the nations of the world are setting the stage. For
0 guibE pations

one of the most terrible scenes in the drama of human strife - and the world being
~—
pushed toward a war far greater than anything known before. In the Scriptures it

is called the Battle of Armageddon - Rev. 16:14, Joel 3:9.

Nom'&pdern wab is the most highly developed of all sciences - we have perfected

our weapons but we have failed to perfect the men that use them. There have been

a —
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men as Hitler who would have used any means whatever to conquor the world. Can

we believe that there are no such men living today.

i

Nine (l—cgolledge and travel)— Dan. 12:4. But though, oh Daniel, shut up
the word, seal the book even til the time of the end. Many shall run to and fro

and knowledge sh_a;l._}__:l._rg:;ggg;_.d The meaning of Daniel's(words) could not possibly

been understood until this generation in which we live. The Scripture says that

they are closed up and sealed until the time of the end. Today we know what Daniel

meant. (iilis}is surely the age of speed and travel and knowledge. Human knowledge
Vi

doubles every 15 years at least. Andhas gone from the horse and cart to
a5 b

missiles in less than twﬁg__‘_f generations. We will gain>more knowledge in the ne_:g:__}._(_L

—— =

years than we have acquired in the last 2oom think about the automobile,
s ek I e s

the airplane-- it was hard to understand what Daniel meant. Run to and fro. But

now there are millions of cars on the highwa;s’ - countless planes in the air day and
= &
night. This passage could mean that knowledge will increase. There is greater

interest and more study than ever before. This is just another sign.

2
Ten,éeace conferences) I Thess. 5:3. For when they say peace and safety,
RS S —

then _sEgg_tmdest____r_ty_:_g._gn cometh upon them as travail w%g_h_xg_gggl_with_ch-iid and they

shall not escape. has there been so much talk of peace. The world longs

desperately for peace. But no peace seems to be in sight.
e e

Even the admit that most people continue to believe that %

will continue. That there will be no peace.

In - David asked, why do the nations rage. Because they do not know
~

which way to turn, in the age of violence and destruction. The kings of the earth
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set themselves and the rulers take council together 38%12§E,EQE.L%§§ and against
-~

his anointed. Now this matter of taking council together speaks of a desperate
LS BHOLILE:

effort to egtab;;sh_world_peaﬁg but(éég)is left out of their plan. The prince of

peace is never consulted., And foolish men pursue their own programs. Claiming

boldly that they will settle it without God.

Eleven, the(;oming of the world dictator;) There are so many interesting
) =

references to this , about the future of world government, and of one
man rule. In a conference recently the historian{ Arnold Toynbe¢ said, living
ey

together as a single family is the only future mankind can have now that Western
_<—-'_'_-"’-'-’““-_’

technology has done away with distance. The only thing left is to combine all

nations under one head. There is also thehip in many of
ﬁ__‘—__-_-_._n_——'-'—_—-

the merging nations - and this means a break down<-of democracy. GQuernment in

thenhands of a large group has often failed to function, adequately. Endless

differences, debates, and discussions. in Africa said of
T i— L e ———

—

his state people have to be informed. He said we will’not be ready for a democracy

for_g bundyed yeara.

for Cod hath put in their hearts to fulfill his will and to

agree, and give their kingdom unto the beasts until the words of God shall be
R
fulfilled. He tells us there has been lawless power at work through the ages.

And that toward the end of the age when people have pleasure in unrighteousness,

the Holy Spirit will restrain until the believers are taken away. Then ggggﬁ

ca{lEE_EEEFEEEEZQEEiEE in the Scriptures would be permitted to take world control.
The Bible teaches that the qorld)will reach a point where it will set up a world
government and the world di559E33_EE_Effffffﬂflifflfgﬁgzge' And this news will
be flashed around the world that here is a man of peace, the universal ruler,

)
The word peace in Rﬁg;eng is used to express the idea that this would be a man

of great strength and ability, to force his will upon the world. The term is not
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meant to indicate repulsiveness. On the contrary - this man will be admired,
feared, and worshipped. He will dominate the world with a cleverness the
world has never known. He will temporarily be able to put down war that has been
destructive. He will put in economic methods to help and prosperity will return.

And money will be plentiful everywhere and tears will be taken away.

l////1;5l% TWelve,C;orld—wide evangelism.? V. 14. This Gospel of the Kingdom shall be

preached into all the world and witnessed in all nations. Then shall come the

7

end. In the &ear 1500 )the B%Ele had been printed in only 14 languages. By

@ it was in 71 languages. B it was more than 1250 languages. There

are a‘iew places todailwhere the Gospel cannot be heard, because of modern travel

communications, it is possible that this prophesy is being fulfilled in our own

generation.
There are many Eigns)of the end revealed in the Bible. And
allow the mention and time. But this we know, Jesus will come. I do not know

—

when. I do not know the hour or the day, the month or the year. It is wrong

and unScriptural to try to set a day. God alone knows the date. Yet the Bible

says he will come back to this earth. And there is no possibility that the nations

of this world can solve the problems of human nature until he comes again.

There is a great meeting) going on in Dallas, Texas, this week with upwards

of 100,000 young pebple. And they are claiming it as their last chance to

EYEEEE}EEE_EEEE_EQElQJ Each person in the conference is supposed to go and tell

and win five peoplﬁﬂggngh;iﬁg. And to dinvite those five people to win yet another

five. Cf%lthin W no?:)the coming of Christ is near. And nearer than when
we first believed. It may be that many of those events will transpire before

our generation passes away. ﬁ@;;ﬁwe see happening in-the world today maybe well
S TS TARPRLS, lype well
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be the preparation of God to intervene in human affairs with the coming of Christ.

Therefore, as @ai/d_ﬁgthe Christian friends - (&m@.one another with

—— ———

these words. I Thess. 4:18.

R

Now let me take just a moment with this question —/ :@ should you do. Is
o ——— —

all hopeless, fQE_EEE;EHELEElan' All is not hopeless.(.If)ng_gggg_hggn_lixigg___

a life dedicated to God, 1aY§E§_EE_££§éﬁnres_in_Heayen, then you have no reason

PR

to despair. This could be the hgyr beggggﬁihe dawn when Christ appears. I think
1 I

V;V'y /your attitude)ought to be along this line./-Freparing to meet im./ V. 44.
— /‘ 7 —

Therefore, be ye also readz, for in such an hour as you think not, the son of

man cometh. Are you ready to meet him if he should come today. In many places

in the Bible he warns us to be ready. You may say that this is an appeal based on

fear.

By faith, Noah, being warned of God of things not yet seen - moved with @

£ - ——~’r//,/w*”*

7{§f?par6d an ar%jﬁor the saving of his house. e
' - ///
///
The word uld be translated (éerrified.) Terrified at the prospect of
=1 SN 3 -

,/J‘
the coming eggntST/fKnd it was this fear that drove him to build the ark.
1——'_‘—‘——-——

e éggéﬁa,iwaiting with patienéé] For we have need of patiemce that after ye
have done the will of God, ye might receive a promise. TFor yet a little while

and he that shall come, will come. And will-mot tarry. Heb. 10:36-37. God'
\

promises did come to pass., that he made to Isaac, Abraham, Sarah, and to others.
S e e TR

f/’ Ciéiigj watching with anticipationy To watch implies not only(?ibelief hat
. - T R K o LB . 2
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coming. Looking for his coming as sure — even though the year and the time is

uncertain.

il. 3:20, we are waitiﬁg with longing and expectatiom for the coming of
the Lord Jesus Christ. looking for that blessed hope and thg\ﬁ}gri.oi

& ——
appearing of the great God,

our Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.

After hearing a@preach on the second coming,/Queen Victoria)said,
= v
)

{wish he would come during my life time so that I could take my crown and lay it
e =T e

1
at his feet.
BRI

Is there not a desire in your heart that he would hasten and come.

e /,év Fourth, iworking for E’Q V. 46. Blessed is the servant whom his Lord when
: sse

he cometh, Shw,_d@g. have the idea that if Christ is
coming, then whl’w.-./%y not quit working and watch. Now this was

-

one of the @ that@ult—uith. He explained some of the details of

the last days. He ur them to get to work. The hope of the coming of Christ

should make us work all the harder so that we shall not be ashamed for him at

his coming. I John 2:28.

The Christian, at the ¢oming of Christ, will be{glorious momen> To those

b 74

@ of Christ it will be the great calamity. A tragicc.separation, and unbelieveable

disappointment. But to those who are ready - what a glorious consolation. You
remember down almost to the last words of the Bible, we have words about his coming.

Surely 1 come. Even so, I come, Lord Jesus.



WHAT THEN?

When all the great plants of our cities,
Have turned out their last finished work;
When our merchants have made the last bargain,
And dismissed the last tired clerk;
When our banks have raked in the last dollar,
And have paid out the last dividend;
When the Judge of the Earth says,
"Close for the Night!"
And asks for a Balance, —-- WHAT THEN?

When the choir has sung its last anthem,
And the preacher has said his last prayer;
When the people have heard their last sermon,
And the sound has died out on the air;
When the Bible lies closed on the pulpit,
And the pews are all empty of men;
When each one stands facing his record,
And the Great Book is opened, —- WHAT THEN?

When the actors have played their last drama,
And the mimic has made his last fun;

When the movies have flashed the last picture,
And the billboard displayed its last run;

When the crowds seeking pleasure have vanished,
And have gone into darkness again;

And the world that rejected its Saviour,
Is asked for a reason, -- WHAT THEN?

When the bugle's last call sinks in silence,
And the long marching columns stand still;
When the captain has giv'n his last order,

And they've captured the last fort and hill;
When the flag has been hauled from the masthead,
And the wounded afield have checked in;

When the trumpet of Ages is sounded,
And we stand up before Him, —- WHAT THEN?



