
The 2/23rd Infantry Battalion was raised at the Albury Showgrounds in New South Wales in 
August 1940, as part of the 26th Brigade. Initially the brigade belonged to the 7th Division but in 
early 1941 moved to the 9th Division. The battalion did its initial training in Albury before 
moving to Bonegilla, Victoria, before sailing for the Middle East in November.  
 
In early 1941 the 26th Brigade, along with the rest of the 9th Division, moved into Cyrenica to 
complete its training. Despite British successes at the start of the year against German-led 
counter-attacks, the 9th Division fell back to Tobruk - colloquially referred to as the "Benghazi 
handicap". Sub-units from the 2/23rd entered Tobruk between 6 and 10 April.  
 
The battalion helped defend Tobruk for eight months, manning a series of concrete pillboxes 
located in a semicircle around the town, called the Red Line. In April the 2/23rd defended the 
western side of the line cutting Derna Road. From May to July it moved to the eastern side of 
Tobruk, where the line cut Bardia Road. The battalion continued patrolling along the line 
between the El Adem and Bardia Roads. Its heaviest fighting occurred while defending the 
Salient from 20 August to 9 September and again from 17 September to 3 October.  
 
In October the majority of the 9th Division, except the 2/13th Infantry Battalion, was evacuated 
by sea. The 2/23rd left on 18 October and sailed to Alexandria. The division was transferred to 
Palestine and then Syria for rest and garrison duties.  
 
By July 1942 German and Italian forces had reached El Alamein in Egypt and the war in North 
Africa had become critical for the British Eighth Army. Consequently, the 9th Division was 
rushed from Syria to the El Alamein area and held the northern sector for almost four months, 
as the British reinforced for an offensive under new a commander.  
 
The division's orders for the first attack were issued on 7 July. The 26th Brigade advanced along 
the coast, driving a wedge between the sea and the German positions by capturing the feature 
known as "Tel el Eise", which ran north-west between the railway line and the sea.  
 
During the main offensive from 23 October to 4 November the 26th Brigade and, further south 
the 20th Brigade, crossed the Australian start line south of Tel el Eisa and moved in a sweeping 
arc towards the sea. The heaviest fighting occurred at the "Saucer". By the end of the October 
the 26th Brigade had suffered heavily and was relieved by the 24th Brigade on 1 November. The 
2/23rd had 29 killed, 172 wounded, and six missing.  
 
Alamein was a great, although bloody, success for the Allies and by 6 November Axis forces 
were retreating. But the 9th Division was needed elsewhere and with the battle over it returned 
to Australia to face a new enemy - the Japanese.  
 
The 2/23rd left Alamein on 2 December and headed back to Gaza in Palestine, where it 
participated in the 9th Division parade on 22 December. The battalion left Palestine in the third 
week of January 1943 and reached Sydney at the end of February.  
 



Reorganised for jungle operations, on 4 September the 2/23rd participated in the division's 
amphibious landing at Red Beach, north west of Lae. Shortly before the landing occurred, the 
invasion fleet was attacked by six Japanese fighters and three bombers. Most of the Japanese 
bombs missed the Allied ships but one bomb hit the landing craft carrying the 2/23rd 
headquarters - killing the battalion commander and the ship's captain. The landing craft, 
however, made it to shore and the 2/23rd participated in the subsequent fighting around Lae, 
Finschhafen, and Sattelberg. After Sattelberg, the 2/23rd continued to move inland, capturing 
Masangkoo, Kuanko, and finally on 9 December, Wareo.  
 
The 2/23rd returned to Australia in February 1944. After some leave, it reformed in Queensland 
at Ravenshoe on the Atherton Tablelands in June, for what proved to be an extensive training 
period. Indeed, the war was almost over before the battalion went into action again.  
 
In April the 9th Division was transported to Morotai, which was being used as a staging in area 
in preparation for the 7th and 9th Divisions amphibious landings on Borneo. The 26th Brigade 
landed on Tarakan on 1 May. The two lead battalions were the 2/23rd and 2/48th. After the 
massive pre-invasion air and naval bombardment, there was no opposition on the beaches but 
sharp Japanese fire came from Lingkas Hill. The two battalions pushed inland towards the 
Tarakan township, overcoming Japanese resistance as they went. By nightfall they had 
established a beachhead 2.5 km wide and 2 km deep. Tougher fighting was still to come.  
 
From 6 May to 16 June the mountain ridges behind the town were the seen of bitter fighting. 
The Japanese used mines, booby traps, and suicide raids to delay the Australian advance 
through the tangled hills and jungle-covered ridges. Towards the end of May the 2/23rd moved 
along Snags Track from Rippon, fighting to clear the area around "Margy".  
 
Meanwhile, the 2/24th managed to capture the Australians' last main objective, Hill 90, and the 
fighting on Tarakan was all but over. The island was divided into areas which each unit had to 
clear of any remaining Japanese survivors. The 2/23rd sector was in the centre of the island, 
between the Juata Oilfields and the airfield on the west coast.  
 
Following the end of the war in August and Japan's surrender, the ranks of the 2/23rd thinned, 
as men were discharged, transferred, or volunteered for the occupation force for Japan. Those 
who remained in the battalion returned to Australia in December. The 2/23rd was disbanded at 
Puckapunyal on 17 February 1946. 
 
Battle Honours   
 
    Borneo 
    Busu River 
    Defence of Alamein Line 
    Defence of Tobruk 
    El Alamein 
    Finschhafen 



    Sattelberg 
    Tarakan 
    The Salient 1941 
    Wareo 
 
Campaign Honours   
 
    Lae-Nadzab 
    North Africa 1941-42 
    South-West Pacific 1943-45 
 
Commanding Officers   
 
    Evans, Bernard 
    Tucker, Frederick Alfred George 
    Wall, Reginald Ernest 
 
Decorations  3 DSO; 1 MBE; 11 MC; 4 DCM; 20 MM; 1 EM; 33 MID 
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