o 1

long before he will see himself, as he is brought in contact

with Christ .

You ma it is

as though you wrote in water,--no stain or qggg;ﬂ.Ll_laft"
But bring your paper in front of a~££§2’ and siléntly but
—

certainly, all that has been written will be seen. You let o

i
man come ;J.‘ nt? thé

rasence of Chris
press himself,

and there he will ex-

Let _a\man co

by and

all that is in his natube will be easily reco d. What a
: asily recognized,

men is in the@eep.es.t d@thg] of his being gets itself expressed |
| :

when he comes close to the son of God in faithe It was so here

in Jerusalem, Jesus did not commit himself to them because he

dlscermnont For 1nstan/e/,éot eveggge! that saith unt.o me
Lord, Lord Bj;ﬁ].&nter finto the kinedom of heaven, but he thst

doeth the will of my father whieh is in heaven,

Once a,airégghey brought/l\ittlg LShil dreﬂ to him, and the

disciples would drive them Pack but Jesus rebuked not those

who brought them but those who would exclude then{. And he

rebuked them for their action, saying, "Forbid them notg"

casting)out devils in thy

"Rebuke hi; t," 8Baid SUus .

Once again, M
name and we rebiked him," Jesus

was able to know the heart.

THE FAITH CHRIST

~ Intros " Our mjtbméht is #__L&h.;n.m George W,

‘Mark 11:22, John 6:1-1l, John 2:23.
25

once said :Lrl a aermon, #The supreme yeed in Lhis heur

Mwm" That is the supreme

L)
need of all men now and always.

Th t appeal)an infinite God ever made to a livipeg
creature is his appgal in the Bible set out in Mark 11:22,

Here is a sentence of i‘m_mawgg which

have faith in Cod,

tells uz of something which if we could just pbssess it,
would solve every problop.

victo_sy for every person that ever lived from Adam until the

last ch ’ahét wi before the end of the world,

m@%w to us in order to ;_Lth
in God, Thchirth Ef Christ and his life in the flesh were
for one purpose, namely, to h in Cod,

The f every sermon and every lesson ta.ug};t from the

seripture is for the same purpose,--tQ halo us have faith

Feith in God is a guarantee of

Urpog

in God, Faith cometh by hearing, snd hearine bv the word of
Cod, J,thout i'vl th it is ;,mpggg;blg Lo.plesse-Gody- Faith is

e ——————

the foundatn.on grace of God, <1 Cor. 13’tells us that faith

hope and love, these three, but the greatest of these s love,

no hopd, and

—

That is true, but without faith there would be

—

—

without faith, the love of God would be unknown to man.
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B

mercy on us,"
A o

so they could see, He asked M_&%M"

They answered, "Yea, Lord." Then he said, "According to thy =

Qgggg,knew they ‘wanted him to open their eyes,

falth be it unto you." When your life is ended and the

tale of it is told, remember your faith in God will determine

L

your achievement here and your destiny'there. ‘ i

L b
A

11, ‘.(‘Jesus can discorn . our faith ]

In@ ohn 2:22 ﬁ iiba large cor.1parir gathered around

our Lord expressing their attd.tude to himy and reveasling his

respons:we att,l_tsm_mm

”(.hls analog,y, these are wordu oi‘ very solemn import for every
———— e

one of us, who have ggmg hithe; g§ his own invitgtipn to meet
with himself, £ ) adbiin sor aifh, It
is a startling copsideration that many believe in him which he

had no belief in them.

!md if I am right in drawing

It is a strange and solemn truth in

its implication of warning. to everyone of us, that there is a

faith to which he makes no re and does not believe in,

1.\ What is faithi

If someone should ask us the question, "What is your

definition for faith?" what would you answer? Well, we would
g

probably give theqiible pnsweih "Now faith is the substance

Qf things lioped for, the cvxdence of thlngsfnnihseen.” But

HTERCIST

who would know just what you mefint.J Jesus knew this, He

knew how difficult it is for man to have genuine faith in

God. Therefore he taught‘iessonf) He used exaples of heroes

of faith to illustrate.

performed miragle a

—

He preached sermons on faith., He

fter miracle, and yet few believed.. He

knew bur difficulty.

These words come to us with a strong message of warning, lest
we gather together when we are around him, amything of this
kind should be the record of our conviéibon, as far as we are

individually concerned, that meny believed on him, but Jesus

and how characteristic this

is of his énttre dealing with men. He "draws mgg and then

dl.'___—@"ides they. He wins men to g hearing of his message, and

then the chaff will be turned a51de and he will find himself

at the Jjudgment seat, fhere is that in the Lord Jesus which

~
causes all men to(?ﬁm in contact wlth hlm Lo reveal themselves
——

No man can long bs.insincere in the presence of Christ, because
P

he penetrates and pj L SVery. uise,

And it will not be



-

W— There was a lad standing in the crowd }

near the presence of Jesus and heW {

two_small Lishes, That was his 1P_n°*?: :ju,st enough for one
boys d csll_s__a_§_lg§§l_ig. his loaves and flshes. The 1ittle boy

He C opiidibeddb into the

asked no guestionss,

hands of Jesus, When any person regardless of howgggd e |

L stday i ul into the hands of

Jesug, that moment, his name is written in the lamb's book of

life

1
|
|
|

¢ Ihe spiritual birth that makes him a new creature takes i

place, and that moment, there is rejoicing in the presence of
the angels of God,

Here is a @Eggn for us)
X 1—.-11""“

the gospel, but gzo no further,  Th
,"'-g-——E——., —~—ad

LC L

and he

o

e die withoul God and with-

There may be some who pray without ever being saved, |

out hope.

but they're unwilling to risk their eternal destiny with Chris t}

There are countless others who take the third step and are

saved.

a rule, they're almost as unhappy as the unsaved people are, for|
there is little joy in the great salvation,

lh. Obedi.ence )_— This element, I believe Jesus is secking,--

that isy a £ g life and.all

and complete surrender of one!

to the will of God, That is as far as anyone can go in:faith,

That is all that God requires of any man.

They are savggd, but they do not grow spiritually. As |

———— et

P aad

Once again, when our Lord stood before his questioners, and

angwersd thém not a8 word, we find the same quality in him which

we are to find in these gatherings, revealing itself. Lany

believed on him in that day, but Jesus did not comnit himself
of

Christ faith as the on de ‘ tin d sus-—

m en v, Christ's

getd to the@gﬂgi‘ the whole tree of life when he discerns

the difference between faith which is true and faith which is

not true, Therefore one msy submit his mind to a thing and he

may draw near unto Christ, and he may know a lot of things and

he may the handicaps or the circumstances. Now Christ knows

you better than you know your self,‘ and you know

nev Ji.end you as an individual, would t o WO
more or 1o¢ 52 Is there full faith in your Heart, or
are there w%mﬂhrist knows_gbout that you'd

never "be able to draw near to him because he is sble to dis-

cern it.

1 o e A
A III.I,_What are the true elements of faith: # MA' L, /— (3

As we think about the kind of faith that Christ

seeks, let us hote the(fww e have a

.demm a simple lesson of the true elements of faith
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that Christ is interssted in,

sk Ve

left their homes and their‘places of employment, and ventured

out into the qsgert place with Jesus., The reason for this

be satisfied,

Some were cur%gus, of course, to see what Jesus

would do, That is the reasongunsaved peopl ttend chursdh,

occasionally, or they will wilfully listen .to the gospel preacht

by 'the radio, There are very few lost people ,~-sinners, who
"\_

come to church in order ta—ba.sniszia;aaﬁas The unsaved people

However, attending

dg not come to church for that purpoge.
B R

church does not save anyone, but here is & first step in faithy

it's a8 venture,

M The second step in faith is prayer. Here is
a_great throne of people without fopd. There were .ng_ma:.‘ket

places or ‘eating houses where the people could buy food.
— 7

was a hungry milling mob, these disciples discovered the pre-

dicament, The thing that(brings g sinner)to a state of con-

>
shortc omings,

viction is' that ke d]o gver h{;

and hiis need of #Aod,

/hot until¢&§mnau&&&»hgggggy; Neither does a believer pray
\“'M'—‘:

You

until he tekes inventory of his helplesiness without God.

When a sinner prays

his _helplessness,

‘1
|

S,UQO men-not. counting the women and chlldreg

1

]

first step ig faith, that tWhﬂt needed to '

Here |

e

he's getting close to salvation.

I remember'é, B hatth&ws?who told once how that he game

to know Christ, apl at this point Bh his life there's a good

illustration this. For he gaid, two weecks he had been under

conviction of his sin., He loft his wife and baby with hen

mother and went to churchs - At the close of: the gervice the

minister asked those who were ungsaved &nd wanted to be remenmber

in prayer Lo gtand,

L.ew

He said, "I st

It was the first step.. That might

e

he said, when we 'arrived home, they plaged the-baby i d,
7

and he said to his wife, I'm going to goin the church next

"T will, M

Sunday, and she answered, Then wesread from the.

little Bible and kne together in prayer. 1t was the_first
—— e ————

time that either of us_had ever prsyed aloyd., The prayer did

not save us, I do not believe,:he said,
i

Fod does the saving.

that salvation is possible to anybne without the asking. e

know that 1q{Acts 23 21;!"Agd it shall come o pasu that Whosoev

shall. call on the name nf
\w e A BAIRRL

St

MmN

Now I believe that Jesus is interested here inh individuals
turning their hearts and voijces to him in prayer,
disciples said,(?Master, gsend these away that buy

bread. ) That'!s the way-wost S s pray.  We tell God what to

Now these

do instqu_gf §§g51pg his will.
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been comuitted unto thee. When I commit myself entirely in a

sinrple faith to Ck Chrlst Christ commits hiu@_}f

We know what it is for one to b commltte

and we know that we cagn &;g each other,
werare comdbted mutgg%&y,-and we pES our hearta, we diaclose

our g, our pur ngges, we join in :LnteE_,f;s, we oommit our-
selves, Now Jesus commits himself to men aﬂ;ﬁ_iﬁnd-in_ﬁstspd.

himself to us for the protection of his repubation

M..mhmlg

He commits
in the world.
to guard it and to honor it.

Think of it.

.faltho

He makes his word

in our lives.

his been entrusted to us in his great work. This is what {t
méans for Christ to commit himself to men, that men may bear
his name, before the world. We must see to it that there is

nothing in the nature of our faith which mekes it %%Esible for
Jesus 80 to commit himself to us,

How is 4%t effected? How is it possible? Oqahlémitations,

our stained record, our violation of his laws, How is it

possible. He comuits himself o us not pnly for :this Live,

but for a and completion and it is supported by

faith.  These are the kind of men and women whom our Lord
w

commits himself to. It is of supreme importance fo you and

And we are charged with the reputation of Jesus,

TM@W
vital, and vitalizing influence

Therefore we should use g_x_px_dax_jhia_l;:g_gngﬁ

\

|

T e ———

T T P

question of the master..

 the letter,

ey R

Jesus gave thanks to the fakler, énd bresking the 1oava,§

- and Likewige tho fishes, and giving them to the disciples to

feed the .hmmmﬂdea. Did you ever hear of anything like

thatz. Not one of his disciples murmured, hesitated or asked a

ed out his instructions to

They o

That is . 'That is faith in jts highest

funetion,
We know that faith of this kind, that Christ seeks, can move

mountains. ‘his is the course of the heroes of faith. It was

by faithflo i s Mo one had ever built an ark be-

fore., It was a new and unheard of venture. And yet there was

comuibtal Lo the ask, and obedience on the part of Noah.

By W—When he was called to go out into & place

which he should after_receive for an inheritence, obeyed, and

he went out, not knowing whither he went.
faith that is needed by Christians everywhere.

That is the kind of
As we stand
face unbelieviéng and frustrated

of every nationality under the sun, only God can give that

which will satisfy. The hungry multitudes were seeking bread

that day when the dis@iples came to Jesus with only five loaves
and two small fishes belonging to a little boy. Jesus, so the

seripture says, knew what he would do.
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the heart, an unquestioned obedience,’

Faith is esiabl#shed layalty st all costs. Taith to which
Ohpist always r a faith whichworks by love. A faith

which is responsive to his every dall. A faith which will

= L'.:»‘ad

Untrusted faith |
Now desus is seeking faith that can be irusted, I
return to what Jesus said concerniﬁg that group,--that he did =

not commit himself to hhg'{zl. Why, mark you, this is of the

utmost importance to us, standing where we do. Mgy believed

= N

obey. How simple is i,vt.‘ Fai:th which is just entire heart

. sympathy with Christ ss he reveals himself,
on him when they saw siﬁns. That is the kind of faith that

f
v ‘
Christ does not respond j‘g,—-si gn §gggoﬂ?¢$§i% the The faith {|

}
so-called which{mmsesito beljeve him unless it sees signs 8

_ ) h | that is created by cupiousity seekers who seek signs. There
and wogdews&, Taith which is not the sincere kind which will 4
: | are large numbers of people who will believe in him today if
consent to the Will of God. < | l
: | their faith can only be bcked up Dy some jisidviewetsnss There

Of course, 1 am aware that the devil) makes meny times, faith
T | are many who abtempt to ask for signs from heawven,

There is great need for us to exercise that sort of faith,

Too, essentially in our own present age, that there is a faith

hard and difficult and vgpatural, but if only we can get bsck

) Jesus said, 'Many shall say in that day, Lord, Lord, open to
to the simplicity that is in Jesus Christ, What is Christ'.s 1R e !
ideal of faith? 5,',; A :

P@g’%@f his dealingdwith men for answer. True ziil Wam, "No_one may limit what God may do
faith ‘o@gin;s in'ﬂwimulation of conscience which we call ‘ iwr’ tO_E}_th; but_he will yield nothing to the.denands of
convictim{s‘i_r‘l. It recognizes the utter impossibility of ' unbeliei‘.. i
meeting God's standard., It expresses itself in penitence,-- | Therefore wgycome to the donsideration of an aldwewt Tt
in sorrow for sin., It realizes an utter sepse of emptiness, :, tal of oneself which these words record,--that.legug will with-
and it means the utter and eglire survendsr to Christ who4ds | holdihimself,  And Jesus will commit himself however, unto us,
revealed as meeting &l the sin created need of life. As any- as we are.comnibtbed unto him. itog to Timothy,"I know
one who can do helpless sinners good. Faith 18 just not merely "Wlmwwble té keep
an act, or a series of acts. Faith is a maintained attitude of  that which T have commilled unto bim." Keep that Wnich has

B s S A R
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deemed of the Lord say so. 4
No preacher ever lived who was more given to relate his ex-
periences with God than the apostl_ He ‘. not hegitote

b isL-lis Fonarable sxpass sasa iiieCiuagh o SheNDanassus.

Roads

The world is waiting to see and to know about the mirac-

ulous and supermatural power that God gives abundantly to those

who, willaccept it oo [

For example ,éi)r. H‘Eegﬁk sed to tell about the conyersion of

Big Jim during.a revivel i Dre Lambrell was present

A

when Big Jim was saved, He ppbl ed an article in the atate

papers, @he greatest. convs \g;‘gg,‘;[.mm.': The,s tory

was. told from coast to coast for years., There is no telling

how:-many lives were affected by it.

I heard Dm. lia tthewsi who was at Travis Avenue church in

Fort Worth, tell of making an appeal at the close of, the mes-

sage, A woman came forwsrd to unite with the church by letter,

Her husband, in his 60's; came with her on a profession of faith

There was algo another couple that came on profession of fait_h.

flhen he baptized the men, one of them pulled out of his pocket,

a.clipping from.a paper, and he said, "R_eﬁ_%_j-:hi?."

Gambrell's story of Big Jim's conversion, writtenQl years be-

He asked him did he know Big Jim,

It was Dr.

fore that night, He answered

'W. A And the woman who came by letter tonight

e

-l -

+ 4

It 4o possible that you are saying that I am the kind of

Whose faith Jesys will.acognizg.,. —
! W%_‘Llsten, take his

b word apgein, Read through tho record of the days of his flesh,

»
5

. man whom Josus will trust,

Cand you will find that the kind of men and women to Wwhom he

unstavable

k
| sommitied hnself are these ‘e ve

e,

W,‘N’ ed revutation, but earnest devotion
qa: i‘ iogm; m uiﬂl but sime%evtrg;t’ mnen' of slow understand

ing, the poor, the broken, the gtained.

We know that we might test our own individual faith, ss to

whether or not we are sleeping, and whether or not we hawve a

- zeal for hie glory, 6-‘;gvg. E - ;:9 Iy life a dominating passion for
holiness?) Have I anWﬁmﬂ

besause Jesus has never committed himself to me?

We must searc

our heart,

e

N et
The fruits of an obedient faith I

ni—

As we think about the kind of faith that Christ seeks,
we cannot help but mention one or two things that will result

if we truly find this faith.

one of the fruits of faith is that one

This is the richest

will be obedient in the matter of prayer.

“““‘-—-___. ok

is Big Jim's .da.ugh‘l}?;g‘."

experience and the haf)pie_ﬁ;b communion known to-man, It's



forg || s
found in a consistent prayer life.

4+

anielWwas untouched and unharmed in the lion's den becaus:

——

. oy 1
of ‘his consistent prayer life., {(Elijeh) because of his cone =
sistent prayer 1ife, he

ont*libs Carmel,

@n the Bapti@ipreaghi_gg_in_tha—vé&éerneea, realized

great power, in that -people left the cities and gathered in
e e el

yrrev

the valley of Jordan to hear his sermons, And

—

gionder they

followed. saurht his'

ALk 2y enr

disciples to pray," 'stme of the followers of our Lord said

later‘on, = The multitudes would' never have de=populated the,

cities, and left their comfortable synégogugq of worship to

have gone'in the wilderness to listen to a man preachy had

John not been‘a great man of prayer and of power,

If there is onaj&hing lackine #oday in the lives o6f the

™ b ¢ } 5
‘members of our.ghurc Wherever there is

4 it would be ‘rs_erw

feilure in winiing the ursaved to Christ, or in growing a

e T ottt o

congregation’ of fruit bearing Christians, it is due to the

lack of prayer., Vie may Have our ajr-conditioned churches,
almﬁé%wmm - -

trained people, orggnizaté &, money, up-to-date p_rogragls,
o G § . - " B racs /

R e s T ey X o

educated ministers, but the one t}1’£f1g we lack is praying

churches., A rea'l prayer meeting where people ferve'ntly and

ay, is absolutely unheard of,

, \ 't
y to ‘consume the sacrific

worth telling,
D TIPSR

88 Christ would have it, unless he has the faith that Christ

seeks, Multitudes never would have been fed with the Jpayes..
and fighes, had not the diseiples not pone to Jesus and learned

fyom hig yhat to do, The multitudes would have been sent away

empty. Thq{riches n this earth is not the one with
the largest hank agfount, or the one with the grestest amount
of real estaia. richest person in this.world is the one

who has the mogt « And we should thank

R

God that it is within resch »f the humblest person.

2. Ixperiences with Godt- I believe &t this point as often

we ask in

Are there those who would share with

us some ric ience in the way God has blessed

them in the pastMeek, This miracle of feeding the multitudes

There is a reason.for this,

is recorded in all four gospels.

The disciples hadffsomething to tell peopl when (they got up

+to preach, and when they wilpassed to a _pelisver,

{_ Do we have anythi

n the way of an experience with God ,
idflzg_""_ é&——q il

texperi 87

It is per-

fectly legitimate to tell how God used other people. 'But how

much more effective it is for us to do as the disciples of old
who stood and told what God had wrought in.their lives. If we

have an obedient faith, God expects us to do this. 'Let the re-
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