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THE MISSIONS CALL
John 4:32-36

INTRODUCTION

The disciples must have been very much astonished. As the

e e

disciples witnessed when they Xigk left and went to a nearby city to

buy food, they discovered that he had-heen at work again. And (e Mimparts

to them some lawg of spiritual work and mission work. And spiritual work

is very refreshing to the soul as well as the body.

It is refreshened (oday that we begin what we call afocus Week™

in our church. Woman's Missionary Union has been an active d4g;nization

in the on-going of the Kingdom of God for many years, and we ard honore§

today to have this group seated together at the hour of worship, and the

other various activities of the week which will give focus to their program
of work.

It is vehyéﬁﬁ;;;;;?aﬁﬁto go back into the @igié;} of Woman's
Missionary Society even in the South Norfolk Baptist Church. I checked
back into some old records, and the first page recorded the activities of

the meeting, November, gsecond Tuesday, 1916. They held their monthly
e T

meeting, opening it with the singing of a hymn and then the 23rd Psalm
enng. ) % cord rsaim

was repeated in concert. They had the minutes of the last meeting read
j — —



and the rgll_was called, and 14 members were present. And they collected

-

$Ms. At that meeting, the WOnwan's Missionary Society

;
the action of paying a sum of mopey to the Campostella Bapti h which

was in its early mi§§ion beginnings. The society also carried a motion to

2

give a lecture for the benefit of the orphans. They reported on a missions
a—-""‘"‘\-7’ L P —
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study class in which 12 members attended. They closed their meeting by

T — [N e PR -
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the singing, "The Morning Light is Breaking". Mrs.J. R. Jernigan was the

preiiggnt, and Mrs. 0. J. McGinley secretary.

Now the minutes were most interesting, and of course, in the
. . v
various meetings that followed, they were reminded of cards from the sick,
e N asereeramar ot

and appeals were made for certain needed projects in_the church and in the
Eg:::: ‘__ngl,ngjf L_the cnurcn

community. And of the meetings 1astedé11 day_) They would have

dinner_in the basement. And of course the Sunbeam activities and refresh-
ments for the G.A.'s. was reggr}ggpgn_iu_some of these early meetings. 1

note that even in the ear1y!1930's!dur1ng the depression, xkexwmx that quite

in
often the women had 1071 or 110 present gurirg their meetings. Now, I would

1ike to Qoinﬁ out two or threg_;ﬁiggs this morning, and I will come back to

this matter of our@ to the past, and I want us toa way ahead, but




but T would like now to discuss with you something about thegﬁotives

and aims}of this great organization.

Inthere have been some changes of emphases in

the motives that have prompted women to engage in missionary enterprise.

It is recoganized éissioﬁéwork)mqst be prosecuted amid changing

conditions. The @g;;iﬂe of Europe and America have a knowledge of é;ja
and Afr%%a that in the past they did not have. Books and magazipe:

articles and extensive travel have helped us to understand people of other
—_— 7

mations. The(EFdio and the newspa etg enable us to ddscover every morning
what occurred yesterday or in the last few minutes in Tokyo, Jerusalem,
\‘_._.____————-—'-’—-— N ———r—
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Romet  Nevertheless, the Gﬁ?zg\ﬁzhado not 1ook down upon the men of

another race as he did a Qgﬂggé;;é9@*~ He recognizes more clearly the
good qualities which some 6f the non-Christian people possess. He hears

more about their industrial QQM%}meent. He has seen their military

effiglggcy. He has learned that they possess figgngiglﬁiﬂéuﬁf;y and

professional talent equal perhaps to some in our own country. There is

an awakening on the national scene.

fil]usion has been dispelled. The transition from the first
- 1165 DEEn c1spel e

century of Protestant missions to the second mf was attended by no more

Pe— )




significantechange than the transition which has developed in our age.
« | .

People at home are(ﬁai)underwil1usions as to %bgt non-Christians are. And

P

they in turn are not under 1]1Eiigﬁﬁ,éﬁ—inygéi,ﬂﬁ_igg- Thd(EEEEEEEﬁbf

missions in the ngglgﬁ_miﬂg_has largely been destroyed. The missionary

ittt

is no longer a hero to the average Christian but he is just a person with
"'_\—\»—--—«-———""-7) pi -

d _Mmessage.

The@. lace of Christ in the change and political and

S

"~

economic Tife in the world - éiiig@ do not change the primary missionary

nEEjj@ﬁ*Of putting Christ at the center. No changes that have taken place

or that can possibly take place can set aside the great central fact that

QE;GEWChrist is the simple, eternal salvation of men, and it is the

[EVREES Rt

dyty of those who know Him to tell others about Him.

Through all the tumult of the world's strife, the one figure who

" 7

5E§E§§,92§ i§~Ehgﬂ§gg_gf,§g§. No matter how much Christians may differ

as to other things, the preaching of Christ is the central thing.

_/ii: /s First, theXE;jmary motive in missionsﬁ

irst) the sou]'s(gxpeeience in Cbrist) This is_what W.M.S.

has been trying to communicate to others. The propogation in the law of
Yy o communicate

seifigggl_life. This cannot really be done. éuskiﬁ%said once: "Without

B

a man feelina in-kimeedf the nower and the will to_communicate it."



This is the product of a normal Christian experience which 1eQ>Andre§5
afggr;hg_@ggﬂgg§g§ to get his own brother Simon and say to him, "We have

found the Messiah," and to bring him to Jesus. No external authority,

no remmmar command can take the place of this internal motive which

Christian women have.

People who assert that(EEéi}do not believe ip missions are usually

e L

qgjjg_gggggigiggs of the indictments which they bring aniﬁjt their own

o

spiritual experience. The(maniwho has no_religion of his own does not

see.the value of being interested in others.
e Pk
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‘Second,;the(world's need of Chrisé&ﬁs the great desire of women's
. S / R e ] s e

program. with'Egul“*they will say, "I am debtor.” And it mg;;;\;;§
o ——— T

~y

deferenggJ@EE}the people might Bp and how much incQnvenience or expeg&g

may be incurred in reaching them. Thelfact) is that help can be given and

that is the reason why the missionary imﬁa;:; is alive. none other is
ason. LA Ler 1s .

thgtgzgglygijon. This is a worthy reason to be concerned for the g% salva-

tion of the én;next to us as well as the person ﬁiye thousand miles away.

¢nyone) can Tove Mw but it takes a high soul to Tove
all people. He whothat which thuurld\ng_ed% should communicate

/

it to the world. The true disciples will feel this. The whether




ngg;q\r_jit_ign people really need Chm‘/sby this counter-

uestion: "Do we need Him?" Now the intensity of our own desire and
LO_We neet NIk Y o

need then has bound us to tell about Christ.

Qggdo not hear as much today as our fath;géjyguxLab@ui_the
7

e

We need to @i@E{Eiigg}zgugiEEEEE_igmg of the conseguences of_gnb%;;ef for

. wlgbgut Chr1:t, we are dead. REEEQE as well as rgxglgjgon te1ls us that

man has sinned andxk that the wages of sin is death.

© ppme——
o

(EE}P&} the[EéETEpd of Chris@]is another motive which has moved

women forward as the éjg;;;;;aflgn*ihe first morning of the Ressurrection:

'““ /
"He h isen from uwiomb.“
The disciples went forth with his great authority for he had

charged them "Ye_shall be my witnesses in Jerasalem, and in all Judea,
vw_’,v po—— /—"’"
and Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of the earth." And Jesus 1#fted
up his hands and blessed them as a cloud received Him out of sight.
Now the circumstances and the command is the motive for missionary

T

-compelling

power. It is pot)just a request, nogmifiggggg%ign, it leaves ngﬁhiggﬁ;g,gur

work and this cannot be done byﬁgéchanica1]performance. It is the {

call which the true soldier never loses %% its thrilling responsé



choice, it is an order, it_is an imperatjve.
—
(gyangelization' of 1d was the supreme thought of
Christ. He sought not merely the rich, the influential, but when the
beggar was carried out to Him, he helped him: "Go_thy way. They faith
hath made thee whole." He had compassion on them because they were

like a sheep with a khepherd.

Since thef{saving pf man is Christ's supreme thought i% should
- the (Gavingy ught, i

be ours. Q!&lis it -ossib1g_ilu;iﬂuiJﬂHl,B£9f%§;es to follow Christ ir

e
-

potgto believe in missionsriwhen missions are simply the organized efforts

to carry out the will of the Master. Men talk about all sorts of heresy

and they deny these statements, and they fail to carry them out.

hristiang; with the Bible in their hands, the command of Christ in
- - - K’

theirvggrs, the cgggi;ign~niL§~lg;; world before their eyes, cannot,

manifest a lack of interest in the efforts to save the world.

It is dif%;;;¥z3¢o understand how those who profess to serve

Christ can be indifferent to the most important work which Christ has

committed to xkex&xshi his followers. Gg~gg§_gg%%gh, go and teach.

When a young(g?;;;;;;5>asked the Duke of Weelington whether he
AN

p———

deemed it u;e]ess to attempt to convert India, the great general Xixmeky

e




firmly replied: “What-are your marching orders, sir?"

This is the thing the W.M.U, has been doing. Remember the
b o

wex¥d word ("Apostié") is derived from the Etggg_ygrd which means "One
sent forth" and that the wordd"missionary" is the Latin equivalent of

,,,,
-

and while men at home may dispute over who is the real apostles, the

missionaries are going out and doing the task. Going away from home to

preach and teach the gospel to all the nations of the earth.

Remember that @}EE?E?&of humble followers who combined their

efforts to their own cggntry, and then to proclaim their teachipgs to

s

the whole world? ( Nq}exceptions were made. Chris

/

nations save those that you deem beneath <fou", nor "Preach to all nations
e it eyt

did ngy say "Teach all

[N

e,

g N .
except Hundu", or "to those who have a religion-all their own." He

made the command wkexexgx universal. "It is the purpose of God," said

Pauly "to reconcile all raximrg things to Himself." We should never lose

sight of this concept. (Eiristianity)is not a life-boat thrown out to

e

a sinking k ship to rescue a few _pdSsengers and let the rest go to the

bottom. It will save all the passengers unless they refuse to be saved.
bRy 4 pm———— < .




In the , men have{ sgmsometimes. They
A ) ( ;
/ say thatéaiégiiiiliill*beﬂgggdsfor civilizat pn And of course, in the

m—"

higﬁggi_gense, whexgx wherever the missions program has gone, it has helped

, build | , di , and i . Or th
to coggg_ggkedness ull*’lgmes heal diseases, and train people r they

say it will be good for the economy of the country.

< . . (\\
I There are some who want tO[EES,What their money accomplishes.

They want to see the investment_retg:g; some tangible return. They look

at the missionary reports and they count up the number of converts. And

they éee how many people were Egggh§7and how many p%&iﬁﬂiﬁ,ﬂ@ﬁﬁ_ine%ﬁgd and

they talk about the successes by thew way this has transpired as to whether

they will 1ncrease theﬂﬂmglyw,g_grwngg. If there is an quroduc :  o1d

then they question it quickly. (Churches’ sometimes are gxeax eager and

Bas QMZQ%:M ”;MW

impatient for resu]ts as in many lands they may sow and plant for years.
S Hann I 2 0 Y ?%f/é7/7w Gonl  NBF A@?f ~§cm’€. ‘'

MissionsIinrecent years have been changed somewhdt to the commercial and

people have been talking about it in a practical manner or a practical

LS

age in which we are more impressed with these temporal things than we are

the spiritual ideas.

”s . The of saving men_ for theipresent world appeals more strong]J

to some people than the(igga of saving them for the next world. It is

<jﬂ;5?€¥652§1;hat Christians seek the temporal welfare of their fellow men,
s
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to relieve suffering, and to purity society. -BuE/EEg/§EEEEVE52E5§>

e
L
L

through the years may not stand if we,&ﬂﬁég them primarily on that

basis. (E;;E?'f the best qualities in which we put mission money may

not yield immediate results. €hrist's 1ifewas a failure from the point
Py T g ‘._____/7 ————
of view of his ovw.f those who followed him such as

Eggl, Peter, and St@her Stephen, saw greater fruitage, mqng_pegpIEnges

than his missionary toils. But the missionary knows that he XxxweKXREX

-

is-warking with God.

o . »_7;'___‘_____;;,_,_»._“—.‘—-»“"“"’—““‘“"—_”
‘/1i ﬂ Second,[iﬁg_great aim of missiongﬁ— everyone understands in a

//
general way, that it isxuspp is supposed to convert the keatgk heathens.
] r hALLA=LN —

But beyond that, more who support the work and even some who apply for

appointment appear to have only vague ideas. The mission movement has

a definite aim, : | . |
to éresent Christ intel]iqent]y? so that men will accept
Him as their personal Saviour. It is got/enough for a missionary to go to

to a community and p(9c1a1m Qhr1st for a few days and then pass on into

e iy,

belief that he has discharged his responsibility. Many people do not grasp

a new_idea so quickly.

@I:y in and @in.m toiled seven years before
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their hearts were gladdened with a single convert. legp}in South

Africa saw 15 hard pass before the first person accepted Christ.

Whﬂached for 20 years in Mongo'l/ia before visible results

appeared. So mission work at first may be slow, painful, but the church
S ———— -7 S/ B

hqggg_gg_igggggi him in his years of ministry in a given field.

( Second}, missions{fakes the form of many activitié%? Following

iy

the example of Christ, there must be healing, we must teanslate and

publish the Bible, distribute literature, teach the young and furnish
V‘————"“""’?“ P,

leadership.

(iéigé} to p]ggt a<;e1f—propogating churcg?) It is to organize

the converts in the churches so that each new generation will b e
hg‘ e e g i1]1 be able

to carry on Rt this work. This is é19w> but this is the great path.

God in his providences of leadership hase been leading us for these many

many years, and the participation of the Woman's Missionary U“%%“ has

brought great reinforceﬁspt to the t3§5_gf_gi§§ign§ both at hgme and

throughout the world.
o

They have been@éi&q;gzga)to the task, and they recognize the
—— 7 ——

urgent task there needs to be met today. (Half)of the world's population

is made up of young people 21 years and younger, and they feel trapped
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by the situation .

Mature thinkers ngw the escalation of the world's population

/ —————
and the Tagging food resources with a coming famine.SﬁFears}of what
————— o —

e

might take place through Eo]1ut¢ﬁﬁf//fgﬁéhe background of everything,

there hangs the terrible threat of the nuclear bomb. Amid all these

| —

conditions, the average person has to find his way, bear his load, and

his heart cries out for 1ight which only comes from divine truth. The
et

need for sharing the gospel of Christ is more urgent.

The(i%??)is far from complete. In the Middle East, Africa, and
, . A lddlie tas \rica,

Chi ome #ya day th rs will b one-fourth of th d'
hlﬂiss me #x \i{hwﬂfw§99~§.ﬁﬂ_,_—§a92en where one-fourth o e world's

population #s in need of hearing the waxkd word of Tife.

The opportunities for evangelify are opening up all around the

world, and the zeXxistence of these opgg_dogns.is“awmgnda;e for sharing the

gospel.

God has set before us in the midst of a generation unparalleled
— 7 ——

Sorm————"

needs. Newspgpers, ki radio, television, all of these can become instru-
p a0 /<7§

ments of God. The cry of the needy world is for a better way of 1ife.

P —

’7?L’ ITI: We aregworkers in unity.l Jesus said "Ope soweth and another
[ Ed g ——

reapeth.” We labor and enter into the labor where one person has been sowing.
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And that is the law everywhere around the world. How Tittle one individual

of mankind has been able to find out beyond what the world has known before.

Sometimes(&é}persuade ourselves that we are the mpst intelligent

generation of mankind that ever lived, that we are gg§§_gllﬁggm9gr£;on.
o -

That ng_g;hgﬁ,%;ce, no other QSEEEry’ has had such wonderful things to

boast of.

ow)nuch of it;do we owe to the men of the past? Evsrx,practical
- '

invention of today has been a_product of and made ps® possible by the

past. The attainments of others in past centurdes, men who have been
7

patient, who Bw& have investigated, and géégﬁhave Tong passed away and

e

ho ) AU

, . &R

been forgotten. We)stand upon thd kmxd of thg_ggsi,iana we rejoice A5 Y
in the possession of this. I believe that W.M.U. recognizes this. The

illustration of the, £REKXKANXXRXREXEXAXNE XX

supporting his arms, standing him on his shoulders, the Tittle boy clapping

his hands in childish glee. "I am taller than D !" Now that's his _

conclusion. <E§2§332§ upon the shoulders of the past, The higher work of

mqgﬁing, and we ought to be grateful to the past, and mindful of our duty

to the future. For the(gggg)w111 come when men will look back upon qur
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undertake to do some good in a great city 1i his,
you might sit down and say, "What can I do with all this mass of vice
and sin? But@ do not have to work alone. yourse]ves

wgkx with other workers in the church, in an grgani ion, and you can
e st o B

feél that you are a part of a might force of workers. Wide HREXBXAEBRX

across this land over the world are gﬂ-numbered millions of workers in
e e i w— - —

the army fo which you belong. Think how this is 1inked up with the inter-
M

national Sundgy‘Schoo1 lesson. Millions of people study xke from the Bible
7

the same message the same day that you do.

A11 the good that all the devout women who have been zealous in the

e

péig_ggggrand have been doing has_come down to uilopening the way for us to

do good. @E}are linked with the ladies of the past and the future. They

may hear our nam; or_they may hear them qgt. (QEEmay perish from all the

memory of mankind, but our work will not perish, for(he that doeth the will

of God abideth forever.

(ETE;;;;;}seldom gathers half the fru%;'from the seed of his own

sowing as he gathers from the seed that others have sown. There will come
Ao PRSI e

some man who will gather seeds from the sowing of the pastor. Perhaps it
oY ’

my be years before the harvest is #a gathered. We all work together. We
| - e Bt
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seek our work in the one great common c§g§e. We plant the seeds and sow

for God, and we leave it to God to bless.

Chrjsiianiiy_is_indixigya1. (E;Eziﬁman must give an account of
Ve

himself to God. That wondefful woman(Priscillay was devout, and in fact

I

she stood before the delighted assembly in Corinth and spoke to them the

(égrfect“ﬁéy of Géé' And how §ften}does the Sunday School teacher, the
e V ;:7

woman's missionary ikax union Tabor 1q;g in this world and it becomes some
N T W

great power in the future for good because their lives have been planted

in the perfect ways of God. Do you realize the great power of Christian

women?

é%wﬁstian women)have always been a help to the pastor. And to

e
™

the churﬁﬁj

/

Two_or thregjg;gzz;zg;”;agg}they have % [helped in the drawing of
qugggzggifigiz This is an important part in bringing the people together

a place where good is sought.

I remember a story in White Sulphur Springs, Virginia. When

Robert E. Lee, an Epigggpa1ian attended a preaching service in a ball

r—— s S

room which was held by a Presbyterian minister, Gen. Lee came in a

1ittlgilate. And some of his frieq§§ thought kX% it strange. He was

e
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always prompt. They learned afterwards that Gen. ng,had waited ggjjl

all the people who were 1ikely to attend the service had entered the

room. Then he walked quietly around the corridors and the_parlors,

outside under thehigggs. Whenever he saw _a man, or_two or three standing,

he would go up and genEly say, "We are goingkx to have divine servis;s this_

morning in the ball room. Won't you come?" And they all went. And its

very touching that that(@rand old man whose name has been known all over
——— ey — -

the world quietly went around and assisted the pastor of another Hemmmimz

denomination, and persuaded men to go_and hear the message. Should we not

take means to help our pastor draw the congregation? When he begins to

preach, should not we help him preach? This is effective when we offer our

sympathy as af{good listeneryto his sermons. When the soul is in harmony

with what is being preached.

b Another practical way that women have helped is that they have
ot A \/—,9—"

égjked about the XEmERX sermoné?j/g;; talked about the performance and the
i££f9£%§¥’ but they have turgggﬂgygy from the worship hour. The sermons %3iey
they have listened to that have been éngggfgﬂ_fgr_gggﬁ} and they have

talked about the thoughts that have been given, and they have E%EE§§Ed

e

them sometimes to someone who has not had an opportunity to hear them. This
7»"":—7"" B
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and her conversation . Sbﬁgﬂ_;aid that she aiwazy always was impressed by

her}x__@,ﬂld) When he heard a sermon preached, he talked about the good,

things in that sermon and the application of it. She said that he talked

often in the fami}y about the thipg he gk heard preachers say. He repeated

them to thekhﬂdren], and she said that it made an impressio on her
e T s

boys and he repeated the sayings and the message of the sermon. And to

think that the words of a sermon are repeated even to strange;s. This be-,

comes_the truth. God's truth for the world.

In the third place, quite often women ({Furni sh 1‘11ustrat1‘on§> and

I would encourage you. that when you read something that is wonderful and

gﬁg@,@rite} it down, give it to the cher. He may find an opportunity

to use it to fit inte some illustration. Quite often we he@

of people that will refresh and add power to a message M“féh the preacher

is giving. On last Wednesday evening, we had testimonies of experiences

that people have had, and one in particular concerning the prayer breakfast

of the President in(b-lashiggton, D.&) Yes, W.M.U. has a Tink with the
res ALL

church and with today.
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In the fourth place, Rom. 4,(%?e way ahead.[ There is much

that could be said as we logk_into the futuge.

{ba11 for
First, the gxxef missionaries. } This needs to be set

s

T——
in the foreground as our women‘annointgd>by the Lord with spiritual
— g___LZ;;;; > oe

power and equipped with excellent training and experience can give

themselves the work of developing churches and missions at home and

akramxkrx abroad. We face this vast call that we might have an effect-

jve ministry with the & youth and with the student population. The sight
of students taking their places at studies and all types of work - we

need to witness to these young people.

We must amgk make every effort(?%at the call be clear\)for them to
. : —/
follow Christ and then to crusade in this land and in other nations.
We Took forward to the day when we shall all gather around the

throne and sing praises to the Lamb of God.

In the next place, there 1seg;éa1l for larger particihat{zizyn
Y

the part of people in our church, And throughout our convention. The
, i

task to which we are called is to persqna]]y share with the many ministries.

Many others have participated in special efforts, but this is something

that is sustained in the development of the work of the kingdom. There is
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much value in dir icipation.

There(;ust be more missionarie§€) He thank God for the
Y

objective of 5,000 missionaries, and of course we know the timing,
that is with the Lord. We need to remember that our Master instructed

us to pray.

We need greaterf financial reinforcem
eed greate (/1 ncial reinforce ent{)

WQN&QW” Wrt';;‘ég’ ZVZ}D%'
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