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THE SIXTH WORD ON THE CROSS
John 19:30

LHNTRODUCTION

It has been thrilling to think about the sayings on the cross

on the first Sundays of each month, (Befor% the darkness, Jesus said

/ Z
"Father, forgive them." And "Today thou shalt be with me." And a friendly

3
wexidxfs word for his mother,

— 4
QﬁEEiﬁgythe darkness, he spoke, "My God, my God, why hast thou

L

forsaken me?" é?gggr}the darkness, he spoke the word, "I thirst.” Today

we come to that sixth word where he says, "It is fininshed."
M

There is a thrill in being able to finimsh a task. You have no

been e
doubt kkam present when the{(fqQundationywas laid for a house, and then from
v

time to time you have watched it in progress. You perhaps know the meaning of
finished work. You have also seen houses that have been gtarted, the foundation

has been laid, but no further work has takem place. This was the %m situation

in Luke 14:9 which tells of a foundation &ncomplete.

In 2 Chronicles 7:11(:;;;;;;;>finished the house, finimshed his work,
-~ e

completed it.

In Exodus 40:33,@finished his work,
e

II smx Timothy 4:7,|§§§;§L§§ys, "I have finished my gg%fég.”
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$aid, "It is finished." He did not say, "It is begun.'" He did not sa
y g y

that the work was goiné/gg. It is very much like(a seed?that began its cycle,

it is planted, it germinat it brought forth shoot there were b then
planted, it germinated, g _shoots, buds,

formation
Efffﬁggg» and then the fmumdakimm of theagggéﬁ, and then the ripened fruit on

the tree. The same is true in every & individual life. There is a day when

life is finished and complete,

Like a(book,:there is a beginning, and then there is a last gage

7

which finishes all matters. We are very much like that in a number of things,

and yet we leave often a lot of things incomplete. We cannot say with Jesus,
—

"It is finished."

Now this is one of the most important words that Jesus ever spoke

just at his death with great certainty. He said, "It is finished.'" As a man

who was givenga task Jand he delivers his C§i§9’ he completes his work, he has
o7 j T /

reached his goal in view and he says, "It is finished."
" Ve

Little did the world understand all of this.

-

Because man constéﬁtly asks the question, ‘Whag)work did Jesus come

to finish?"
™

First, to provide the axwxx:%nswer for sinx This is one of the changeless
Quee = ‘
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things in a changing world. We might note the Garden of(gg;;kand the tragedy.
. """’»—-—-.___\



We note the éfforts}gf man to provide the RRWEX answer at\géééééﬁégk“

Sin which separates man from God is the work that Jesus came to finish, put an
Anm————r

end to it.

Second, he came to meet theldemands of the law.i The law stated that

g&g must be accounted for by shed blood on an altar. The law had other ®=zam

demands. Therefore, Christ came to meet the demands and finish the work in

=

reference to xmk® reclaiming man from his lost condition.

Qié;;;gﬁwould say that everything was not finished. NWe are still in

the reach of death. Man still has his ups and downs. For almost two thousand
»——-—"“"“"—""'W N
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years of waiting we still dare to hope and to wait, and to stake all on this that

was accomplished on the cross. We know that the new world is finished no matter how

7

much our world is living in sin that Jesus' work has been accomplished.

(Howywas Christ to finish ¥ his work?

First, Qggzgzithe incarnation. We think how wonderful the virgin birth

was of our Lord, but this did not rehlly crush sin.

Second, power is not emough. You folbw Christ in his journey of life
and you witness many miracles. He reached many lost people,
e

Third, suffering is not enough. Jesus suffered much grief and much

=

sorrow, and yet he left a few friends. That would not have been enough to kxmimsh
o A v
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finish the work.

e

Fourth,(éfliness is not enougg> Jesus walked in perfect bbedience -
Gy, . —

At R

he was sinless. But that was not the thing that completed his task.

ety

There is ggiz_ggg_y%; and that was through death, John 12:24, It is
strange that life should come by death that he must go down through this valley
of death. Man has the power to kill, but God has the power to make alive, and it

was through death that {Jesug had come to ti that he was able to say, "It is

finisheg.”

S sbememnirmpora

First of all notice this(éE;;;}word suggests thag something had come
e 7 :

159ﬂggﬁgg%27’lt seems that the Bible is revealing to us that there is something that

has been brought to a close., Just as Paul says, "I have finished my courge.”

There was a death struggle that(Jesus jwas working to(E;:;;i}he head of the serpent,
A —— T — e g

the priggg_af_the—pewex of the air had been overcome. The tempter will continue to

through with the torments of hell and on the cross he will soon breathe his last.

7

Now he lies dead and yet he triumphsg,because of the coming resumrection.

Second, this %éé;%\wor; gnnounces that he had executed the documegzz

Qi_gilZEEEEEJ He had finished the work that God had given him to do. John 17:4.
- ; Y -

Now this is usually a common t%ff;ff_&f§ii,2§23§§ in the sense to execute, to carry



out one's duty. It mgggg\Eg_Egg%%;e a deed, to complete that deed, there must be

inserted the dgte and the signature.

Now(éeforé the foundation of this world, God had determined that he
a

would reconcile the world unto himself, and this is the document which became the
LonLnse the wese

gospel.

thiSEWill be the piece of paper that will save whosoever believeth in

7 T

him shall not perish. This backs up John 3:16, Have you ever received this deed

- 7

and this title, this document which Jesus said was finished?

means it was finished as® and as a result it was is

[E— w’“’“7 B ——————

(?brever doné}u”lt stands finished,

F. W. Borham gave an illustration once of g _farmer speaking about his

herd. There was born an animal so beag&ifg} and shapely that it seemed absolutely

destitute of faults and defects. The farmer gawmxghs gazed upon the creature with

proud delighted eyes, and said, "It is finished. It stands finished. It is a

.2 ;
complete animal."

Now this word is the word that<§§§;€>spoke on the cross when he said

that this document of & salvation had been completed.

The great{scholar Bede many many years ago may also illustrate this.

A\ ‘T\\\\h
The old saint set himself to translate the gospel of John into his native English.




His frail body was ragkgd_mixh_gg;g, and his great age made it a question as to

whether or not he hadﬂgﬁxﬁngth_anggég to finish his work. The ééggg‘ggﬁ\wQ3"wrote
Leruel S i e

at his digtation pleaded with him to leave the ak task unfinished, but he would not
% et M——— e T A R S S TR ST e,

gest. They reached at length the final chaptgg. Would death delay? "And now,

dear master,” said the young scribe, "only ome sentence remains.'" He read the

words and the dying man feebly gave the English equivalent. "It is finished, dear
- e L.

master,” cried excited youth. "Ay, it is finished," replied the old saint.

" .
Lﬁiﬁwgg_gpl_plac§~§EW§EWE§at window which I have often prayed to God. Now glory

be to the Father and to the Som, and the Holy Ghost,'" and with that he was gone to

his ;gﬂéle In similar fashion Jesus said, "It is done. The work has been completed.

—7

Salvation has been provided for.'

Third, this word issuesza/a proclamation for every sin EeEREXEIR

bound heart? Jesus is saying the price has been R&if in full. The commercial
premmee e . .

esarmroimmr = e

transaction has taken place. As in the New Testament they talked about collecting

tax toll and revenue. Jesus has said, "I will pay the sum." And now he is introducing
T 3

t he receipt. It is all paid in full. This is the ransomﬁgﬁgg;nggjggigagigggégﬁ.

(

Jesus gave his life for the relief and release of men's souls.

—
So many times (toda Jwe find the emphasis has bemn shifted from what Christ
<:~u22 e : ya
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did for man on the cross to whag)man can do for himself.
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In this transaetion, Jesus went down to the =& depths of hell for our
e i

sins. He dated it, he signed the receipt with his own blood, and he said, "I will

" And now it is paid. And so there is a receipt, but a receipt =X is

pizfgh;sﬁsum.
nothing more than a piece of paper unless it is accepted. And this is the most

authoritative fact in all of history, that Jesus came to free you of sin.

Fourth, this gixth -word announces the perfection and completeness of

XSE£’§§gigux;; Jesus was perfect. Jesus was gomplete. He was free from any fault.

You may use any kind of 65;;;;:;E§>and ® search for a fault in Jesus. You will not
7/

find it. And it seemed that the Heavenly FAther in counseling with Jesus had set
this before him. "Until you havgwaccomplishe; this for me' - he seems to bid him
farewell, and he comes bQEE*SE_fmZEEEEE;Q He grew in wisdom and stature. He was
baptized and he walked perfect before men. And he was like a servant. And this

is the real powtrait of the whole picture when he puts the finishing touches on it.
And he states that his misdéion is complete.

Dr. A. T. Robertson;>one of the great scholars who wrote many books,
R . S Pt

was rich as an author, a student, a preacher, a counsellor. He was always in a
r—— . LN - /

rush, he worked hard, and = he hated anybod ed. Shbrtly before his death,

he § agreed to write a translation of the Greek New Testament. On September 23, 1934,
: -d ‘ LDy 7O

k& on %ggggy, he worked at his desk until 3:00, the hour of hiﬁﬁgzggg,glass; removed

&



his eye shades, he hurried off to class. Thirty minutes later he suffered a
stroke which took him away in less than two hours. Afterwards it was discovered
P Po——— . P e

that he had just completed translating the gospel of Matthew through hig accounts

of the five thousand. On his desk he had left the unfinished manuscript amid a

scattered array of books and papers, and though he intended to return, with all the
. S lpet; pa A =

dedication of his life, because it was incomplete. Egég)was not so with Jesus.
/

Despite all that people say about him, he arrived at each station on schedule.

i e e —

Study the @;&;;QJzﬁ_perhggig%7in the 01d Testament of his sufferings. Study the

and salvation is now complete, at least khmxhsaxd the hardest part of it, because

the fountain of grace has been opened.

Full satisfaction had been made for the redemption and salvation of
— —

man, the hardest part of the undertaking is now over, and the justice of God has

bean satisfied, and the fountain of grace has been opened and will flow until God

sges fit to shut it off., Jesus died voluntarily as a priest sacrificially giving

his life.

.

seedrof the womaniwill bruise the serpent's head

Y

/

The ¢romise the

had now been fulfilkd.

, /- \
Theéé%i)of theftemp%;ihad been now rent, and the way into the Holy.-
S - bac 2



of Holies was open, for God had fulfilled the substitute, the representative

[E SO

had satisfied the requirements of the l;w. No)longer would the slaughter of
e , .

animals take place on the altars, nor would this be necessary in the temple or
- . —~

elsewhere. The old ceremonial sacrifices were nailed to the EmsEX cross.
& ‘A~——7

We consider now in the fimnal place!to whom!was this spoken? "It is
- 7
. —

finished." This sixth word.
inis 118 S1XLTl WO«
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beli i /\m k J4 W s th Je
E?;;t; I believe it was/spo éQ\EQZSQS e may be sure that Jesus
answers back and says, ”Mzkfiifzggwiswaccom lished." Jesus s®%m sent somewhat

of a telegram with a very brief report. However, it was enough. It was a famous

SO

report. ggéuganeeded only a few words to say it. And he said, It is fipnished."
S/ -t 18

You remember(gééggg}when he k& had a successful mission, said, "I came, I sawy

1"

It is only when we fail or succeed that we need a lot of words to

I co?ggered.

support our success, or even a failure. It ® is extremely important here to note

that Jesus in his success merely said, "It is finished.”

(Secondy I believe this sixth word was Siid to th;X;ngels in glory;y

e

tells us that the angels desired to look in upon this scene., I Peter 1:12,
el ittt Agaaliviial s el L

They did not really undersiand the exceeding sinfulness of man,<éof>could they

really comprehend the grace of Ggg. And as they looked upon the ravages of the
D

cross, they looked with wonder to see and to watch how Jesus went about the task
o~ Fr— — - EE—
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of rescuing the world from sin. It was a word telling them that redemption
N s e,
had been satisfied.

‘ —
ird) he said the word to the]multitude in heaven,|that great number

that no man can number. I imagine they looked forward to this day that the
— 7

Yessiah would come into the world. There was A am who rejoiced to see this
NG é%—: 4

in his day. And as we read the Old Testament, they were in heaven on credi;,:gLMz

to s <. We know that Moses and Eli'a%/appeared with Jesus on the Mount of

Transf;g?;atlon. But these{ggg dled>1ook1ng forgg;d unito the Efgglgg_ggﬂg_ggglng

Messiah, through faith, and they would hgzg_bégﬁ_losgxin hell had it not been

fulfilled through Jesus CHrist.

This is the greatest proclamation ngx”?ﬁde’ that was ever heard by
mamatls o

v

heaven, earth, or hell., Today it ought to echo throughout our churches.

T ~ '
‘Fourthj I believe Jesus spoke this word to the]people on eart;;7 He
S et m R i

did not delay. He went to the cross and hnggid_Lgvgggkigg, "It is finished."

R L ——

The note has been paid, the deed has been dated and sig&iéwip my blood. The
——

receipt for your ra ,/m has been signed and it stands paid forevermore. And
there will never be made a demand that it should be paid again. This is the

mystery of all mysteries.

EbEEEEif{ﬂSSEEEQ an Englishman and® evangelist, held meetings in a
) 2, 2nen A——
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tent in the villages, and following one meeting the last service had been

P A A sn b P S b

conducted. The crowd was leaving, the evangelist was busy taking:sdsmw down
N e e P Rahiieadil

thehsigg;, A.yggggwiellow apprzoached thelgfeacher and rather casually said,

~,

"Mr. Wooten, what must I do to be saved?"(ﬁpo late"/said the x& evangelist in
— _ 7 7

a matter of fact way as he glanced up at the inquirer. "Toolate, my friend,

poes

too_late. "

This sgartled the young man driving away every appearance of indifference.

ey,

"Oh , lon't say that, Mr. Wooten. Sumrely it isp't too late just because the meetings

8 —

are ovyer,"
L i

Yes, my friend, " answered the evangelist, looking him straight in the
R s - E >

P

eye. ''It's too.late. You want to know what you mmust do to be saved, and I tell
- [ p L B rd

w

you that you are hundreds of years too late. The work of salvatiom is done,

7

completed, finished. It was finished on the cross. Jesus said so with his last

breath that he drew. What == mo;gﬂ@g,;nuJMan%}

Then the €§£ﬁ$ dawned upon the young man, there was nothing for him
/

——

to do to figish the work of the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus had perfected it upon

the cross. There was nothing for him to do but to fall upon his knees and accept

the Saviour and his finished work of grace.
> 181

(ﬁEE§>you gmnk done this, or will you do it?
X — -
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Dr. Robert G. Lee once went upon a preaching mission to Adstralia.

v

He had preached severg&ﬂnighgg'withgg;fmumhw%es?eﬂse and one night he suddenly

et

gave an illustration concerning the blood of Jesus Christ on the cross, and he

7§?€4 yL”wv “éé [Jén i%ﬂ“;7 Y% ’C%{iﬂééi I e

stated to some people that this meant no more than the seeing of a dead dog or
% e [ R —————— _N

a dead kangarog along the highway. He illustrated it as how some singers could
LS.

A
sing about the &363762 Jesus Christ without any meaning at all in their hearts.

And he tried to picture it to them what Jesus was doing on the cross, and then

he goes on to tell how that g following that service, a very nicely dressed young

woman came up and said, 'Oh, Dr. Lee, I mever understood it like that. God sent
g = . )

you this way to help me to see what Christ was doing on the cross." Now this
Gt e st o

——

is the thing that I am talking to you about today when Jesus said, "It is finished.!
D 2

He means that blood that was shed will be able to save you from all your sins.




