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THE TWO TREES

Matthew 7:16-23

INTRODUCTION

We consideredCi;ég)Sunday night the matter of the false prophet.
iy 7

v f .
False prophets that come in s&%an . detect them and

Egggiégy them. As I mentioned in the closing part of this chapter, you

have very interesting given by Jesus. Remember the entire chapter

deals with the matter of judgment, and He is coming to the final judgment.
PR s B et

\XEEEEZ;ELEitellS ak®m us about the two ways. One is the sfiﬁight gate, the

other is the EEEE§ way that leads to destruction. Now, this evening the

second picture is that of two frg%t trees, two trees growing, and the kind

of fruit, and the judgment involved in connection with these false prophets.

Next Sunday evening we take up ¥=mx Vegggiz::}ollowing which deals
- == /'_'—-—-7

with the two build one who built upon the sand and one who built upon
The

the rock. M % %&Q/ ;'C’d‘_;&;é

Niw all through the(Bible it is very @g - you could take a

study of the trees and consume much valuable time in going into the f-fbidden
///;'/ NN

tree, for example, in the Garden of Eden, or dealing with the tree that was

prescribed a

@ o make the bitter water sweet. Or we could deal with the
S—

tree that is set forth in the lst Rskam Psalm that the Godly man is/like a tree

D




that planted by the riy_w:?s that flourisheth. There is other

@ through prophecy,and then coming to the@book in the Bible
: — —

which tells us much about the n the Book of Rewvelation.
S ——

Now, these [harmless prophets,/as though they seem to be, are

dressed in sheep's clothing, and they come in devouring and tearing at the

sheep. THey, our Lord says, are going to be dealt with.

Erj’_ a pxx‘ picture.) "Ye sh&E lénow them by their fruits.

"Do_men gather grapes of

o

Here is a very heart-searching r

thorns or figs of thistles?" (ﬁg)you think that you could answer this question?

7

@you ever found any figs growing on a thorny bush, or grapes?

)7 : He turns around in Verse 17, "Even so, every good tree bringeth

forth good fruit, but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit."

Naiw, let me pause here to sayw@mﬂﬂnﬁ_of the meani;g

of this which deals with awﬂle ®E (co: ._. tree brings forth
evil £xxu fruit. DNow, this word corrupt doe‘ mean I‘OEEB;}. or decgved in
‘:’-———
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the sense that we think of corrupt fruit. Nor does it mean that a tree does

D."(-J'E bring forth any fruit at gll. Now, this is very important. If we fail

£

to see this, we may fail to see the whole meaning of what Jesus is talking

about.



The attention is that here are trees that each other,

o

They look perf 11 right., Now, it does not mean that they are going to
produce the same kind of fruit. tree may produce good f:|uit. The
‘—aﬁ""‘_’:——'ﬁ.—.? 4 r

gakex other tree may produce poor, fruit. Butgzzggis this corrupt or EEE}
— - 3

fruit? Does it mean that it is engiﬁflz_zggigg, that it is or_a poor

quglitg? It is nqt good fruit. There are two types of trees. They are

vVery id{irLMg. But you are going to‘ them by what? By the_:g_r___n_?_r_:_%it.

And you will find that they are entirely different. One you can use, @ the
~

k¥ other you cannot.

Now, 6;;;;) put emphasis on a man's heart. It isl\got)the matter
- s

=

of appearance here, but it is the picture of CEEEEE%?r and nature, which is the
rq&%zggggggg_of the tree and of the fruit that is produced, This is the danger

which we are often in, we are‘misled Ly appearances. Now, this is what I spent

last Sunday night talking about. False prophets in sheep's clothing. The

danger of = appearing to be Christian without really being so. Alééilmay appear
e .

to preach the gospel, but when you judge by thef;§§t which God has set down here
Bt ¥ e

in his word, it may be a different story. A(man)may try to make himself out tp

»

be a Christian by adding certain things to his kfr life, something new, instead
s

of the very nature which needs to be changed. The m emphasis is on the man.
~ el
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And what is the matter in the(last analysis?’) He may sgfgkfxight, he may_}gggj

right, but the source of thd<§£é§£;§lhere_is the sam SOUﬁﬁe which we've had in

the Christian church down through the ages. To be a Christian means that a man

has his very life and nature changed. This is what we call doctrine of the
= 7 e e i

(f;ebirth. Ngrgag;g ms service is of very much value unless his nature has been

changed, and we will come in a moment to these verses where many will say, ”%ordE

LO’L‘! "

So the E;;;;;D here is(;;;;;;;£;>the state of a man's heart, the

seed of his life. Either yo the tree good and the fruit will be good, or
s - 7

else you make the ;;gg_gngggg and his fruit will be corrupt. For the tree is

known by his fruit.

.‘ on the c}'@_x_-_a_m;r and the Ilgl:lu; of the tree. Remember

Jesus said that which cometh out of th defileth a man. Not that which is
on the surface, it is(not/ washing the othide of the{cggf,and//latters but it
is what comes out of a man. This is the picture of a man's hearf. He problaims

a certain life and a certain way. But you will he able to recognize it, Jesus

says, if yau only watch. You just wait a while, and certain things you watch

for you will discover.

P First of all, you are going tofdiscover there is a 1inﬁ%between a
v’ e i —4 peete—————— e



man's belief and a man's life. As a man thinks, so eventually he is. As a

g

maErEh%gks, so he does. Now this is ® inevitable. What we are and what we
/ —_— —_——

believe, nature will express itgelf. You do (;35 get the grapes from thorms.
w—— — 2

You do not get figs from thistles. You do not get good fruit from a corrupt

tree.
Hence, the matter onaéBearance can be very decegtivé;b
I remember reading about th‘ who had for a time the idea
TS
there Z
that ghEy were temporary believers. In & other words they dealt with people

‘.-_'..'_7 /

who seemad to come under the influence of the gos el, and gavg the appearance

that they were soundly regenerated and converted. But there was a change in

their lives. However, the Puritans called them temporary believers because they
gave a clear unmistaken evidence, they did not trust in that, they waited a while.

And then they diggpvered what thpse(é}ogle gave EBXEX as egidence;) Some of them

had never truly become Christians at all. And this is the kind of thing that

happens so often in the lives of people. They may be(%ggpt in the churq§>because
—~ . >

their fgz%;r is in the church or their @gig%;, or people may come along because
of the religious rgvi%al. And during a religious wa awakening, you will find

some people carried along by the flood. Now, you do not know what is hapx

happening to them, but under the =g general influence of the Holz_g%%;it. However,



they neyer truly become Christians. And this is what worried the Puritans
b

about these people, because so many fell by the wayside, like the man swEx

sowing the seeds and some fell along the pathway and some among thorns and

were choked out.
Now, discussion of this is found in 2 Peter 2, He talks about
rl-____-——-—'_"—‘-7

certain people who have cqgg_j;uxLibé_chgggh) have been accepted as Christians,
L e

but who have gone out. He describes them in these terms. "The dog is turmed

to,his_nﬂn;nnmi5,again, and the sow that was washed to her yallowing in the mire."

" {

You discover just what happened, that's af_
sow can be washed, and can appear to be clean on the surface. But there was no

change ¥n e. And she will go back to that mud hole to wallow again.

In the first chapter of Peter and the 4th verse in that same epistle,

he says that the Christian had been delivered from the corruption that is in the

is do men gagher Erﬁnéﬁ from thorgg?and figs from xhkxsxk thistles? Now, these

things can never be separated. A maglg_g%%;gf is bound sooner or later to

manifest itself in his 1ife. Now, make no mistake about it. If it's not the



real thing, you look for the fruit.

The details of the nature of character of good fruit. We are to
Le ature £00d Zrul

look for this, and there are people who arejgiglfiiigg about thf

The greatest waxx enemy of the Christian faith are those who are right out in

the world as false, and this has been the histo;y‘of the church. There have been

somqigfunterfei s) and they have been the greatest enemy of spirituality, and

the movement of the church herself. What would happen if all the people on the

inside the church would begin bearing fruit as Jesus talks about here?

Now, of course, theres are some!general tests} and one of them is

the sort of life that a man lives. This i1s how you can tésgﬁa man who appears

o
N

N

to be living the Christian life, or he appears to be a Christian.\\Tq;gggLfgfziahh
cqm5~;g_ghurnh_occagéggg%éy. There are They

sometimes come to church just to be nice once in a while, or for wvarious other

reasons. But the kind of life that a man lives will tell something about the

kind of beligf he subscribes to. There are some mighty( goo who have some

high standards, but this is ga apart from Christianity. Ik is

Jsaid that

inside. Now what

there are better Christians outside the Christian church tha
- — -

people mean when they say that k is that there are some good people who are morally

good and upright who are not in the church. Now the Greek pagan philosophers



taught that, but we try to discover the motives and the actions, and from the

Christian standpoint there is one( vitgl;test} :I.s man give the impression

that he lives this sort of life because he is a Christian and because of his
R R

e ——

%E?istian faith? 1If he does not live this kind of life because he is a Christiam,

there is po value in it. The Bible tells us about this corrupt fruit that a

man's righteousness is as| filthy rags| in the sight of God. There may be a lot

of goodness in a lot of people. Some inside and some outside the church. But
their righteousness is as filthy rags in God's sight.

Now, = inevitably, in the next place '.{é’u will discover the poor

—

quality of fruit> EE.EE%§=$9II”P£-L55ﬁ' Somewhere there is

in his life. Now, you may test your own life by this. You be convicted

to be a(slackness

of drunkenness, you may not be convicted of murder. There are sins in this world
= L R )

p——

you may not be guilty of. But if a man is |

you are going to see a slackness somewlere. He 1s not going to bear fruit. Whereas

conscious of his exceeding sinfulness,

on the other side, you are going to see something podtive in the Christian. You

are going to see the evidence of th@ & The test of fruit. Now, the

——— S 7

test of apples, an @ may look all right, but ¥ when you begin to eat it, you

discover whether it is sour, or whether it is really a good apple. And so with

the.C istian. You are going to discover if these beatitudes are in him. He is



poor in gpi:}t, mourns over his sins, he is meek, hquEEEEafter righteousness,

e
is a peacemaker. These are some of the tests. They are tests which always
L . 3
excludes even a good mE pagan, and they exclude the false hets, and they

exclude those who are temporary in their belief. And they tell us whether
P

or not a man has the humility in his life.

Now, Jesus continues to say that in Verse 19 that every tree that
¥ e

bringeth(not) forth good fruit is going to be hewn down and cast into the fire.

Now this section which follows deals with the(self—deceg;égg)which

people have and which we discover in these truths. Here indeed is a great

warning from Verse 19 all the way to verse 23..

Now this warning is still explicit.

Z[ Verse 21 - 'g every one that sayeth unto me, Lord, Lord, shall
:/;//’//7 ) ~

enter into the kingdom of heaven." Now these are not isolated verses,

these verses area all together, and they are émportant verses,) And it is quoted
so and used by people to ar%ue %bout whether a man is saved by works or

biﬁiﬂ%fh‘ But the emphasis we must maintain here is the message which our

Lord emphasizes. Open your eyes again and see the terrible danger of self-

deception, of being deluded. Here is a false prophet in shee 's clothing. Now
X

one day Jesus sald, he is going to stand before the judge and the judge is going

e S ———
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o 11 the sh skin off of him, and is going to reveal the waxif w 5
to pu 1 eepskin . going *Lg#

He warns us that whatever we may say or do, wer canngt stand

in the presence of Go Jwe are not truly rightgggg=ggg=g%%;. It is what
the scripture from the beginning to the end of the Bible, and it
‘__._————-——"—'__—'-L__——-——'_\

tells us what true faith is. And the(:é;éé;gg;ggg‘that men rely upon.
Men rely on{false evidepceZ) Some people tend to say, '"Well, I've
] et ‘ /.-f

got a corract belief' - but not everyome that sayeth, "Lord, Lord," There are

certain people who say this and are yet not in the center of the Lord's will.
pocd 1

No man is a Christian who has not said, "Lord, ¥x# Lord" to the Lord Jesus Christ.

But unless you believe that Jesus izmxxke of Nazareth is the Son of God, and

recognize him this way, and live in this way, then you are bearing corrupt

This is very(ferrifying Jthat some are going to say "Lord, Lord."
'“"£E%==EEEE§D} _ e ———

The dgxil,@eliaves this. You may say that(:lygg_brought up in a Christian home,

/

T was brought up in a Christian atmosphere. I've always heard about-these

- L=

things, and I've tried somshow just to kind of %EEggég;gjmith_good_pej§;;.

That is =kex self-deception.

fruit.

We deceive ourselves when(;; are ferven;> There are people who

e ———l

are actually fergent, and we do a few things with enthusiasm and with zeal,

—

—
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carried away with our own emotions. DBut Jesus says, they are going to say,

mora

Lord, Lord, and that is not going to help.

( Robert McCheyne

v/
diary, "Today I missed some fine opportunities of L word for Jesus.
é_ — e

The Lord saw that I wo@tld have sEt_:_rken asm much for my own honor as for him,

_——

as a great man of God. One day he wrote in his

and therefore, he shut my mouth. I see that a man cannot be a faithful, fervent
-——‘——’———————"

minister until he preaches just for Christ's sake, until he gives up trying to

attract peoplg_gg_higg?%f and geek to attract them to Christ the L?ig:” He

ends by saying, "Give me this," Now, this great man of God recognized the

ing thing flesh, and this is exactly what we today

anger of d

so often put the emphasis on, you and I. Quite often we hear people talk,
R R =

e —

"Well, did you see the preacher's wing-tip shoes? Did you see that bright
L (——

shirt.he was wearing?" or something else was the thing that made the
ek —_

jmpression. And this was the thing that this man of God wapted to avoid.
‘%_7-." -

i

He wanted people to see Jesus Christ as‘Eg;g_mhggzgg_ngggshgg. By their fruits
-
-

ye shall know them.

We can begdeceived bg our wogéé) in the verse which follow here.

jl’ ,sz,z’ Verse 22, many will say to me in that Lord, Lord, have we not
) e i,

prophesied in gkex thy name and cast out devils and done many wonderful works?

N T ———
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So the self-deception here is going to be on the matter of prophecy and that
@_________'____._—-———""
is, that means delivering a spiritual message, speaking in the name of the
cyerthg @ e o

Lord the message of God, and he is going to say, "I never knew you, depart from
¢

me ye workers of iniquity." Now it is possible for a man to preach correct
S e ——————

doctrine and yet himself remain outside the kingdom of God.
‘;______-4-

I remember hearingl|\ tell of his conversion experience.

He had gone through CO1leEE and through the semipary in Rochester, and kit had
been preaching in a church for 14 years, and they had_g_ggg;inan;jd;;church 5

and during the revival meeting, he himself wg d. And yet he had been
‘:—‘-—_._.._—.———

preaching for 14 years and ministering the thipgs of the Lord in the church.

Frequently in the we find illustrations of xhem=w this.

(:;éé;;;édelivered the right message. Yet he was a prophet that wes hired, and he
/

was rgprobate, he was outside.

@ is a man of this kind who prophesied from time to time, but he
was not God's man.

ten talked about kWr, bearing the fruit
lest he_himself be cast away. He did not wish to be deceived personally.

You remember Paul in ] Cor. 13:1-3, " I speak with the tongues

—

/

of men and of aqgglgvand have not charity, I am become as a sounding brass af or
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a tinkling cymbal. Though I have the gift of prophecy, understand all
-.——._______._’-_1

mysteries and all knowledge, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.

All is useless, 1if Ithe real quality that makes a man

a Christian. A man can prophesy and still be outside. This 1s a %Effifzigg___
&____’7

~

thought as I Lmderstamil/it, and it means that in the day of judgment there are

coing to be some great surprises. It is very clear that even(E;;;;>haé—power

—_—

as our Ldrd sent out his disciples to preach, to cast out devils. They came
Nr——f——‘

back to him elated, but even devils had been subject unto them, that God had

given them great power. And yet Judas was lost, Yod

people charged our Lo;ékof-ddiﬁg mixgatex miracles by the power of Beelzebub,

g

but Jesus said, If I work by Beeifgggb and the devils, by whom do your sons

cast them out? You get the picture? There are people who do certain works
e ey

and certain things today in the name of God, but they are sons of Satan. Acts.l9.

There is the matter of fwonderful works,) amazing things, am almost

inexediel incredible thifigs that have been done in the wonderful name of Jesus,

and some of these people are on the outside. How do we prove that this is

possible? TFor example, the case in@ Theere able to

reproduce some of the miracles through magic that Moses, the deliverer, worked.

L e ————y

They were able to dpunterfeify, they were able to repeat them up to a certain
o \___’-'-“h.,
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point and do many marvelous works. Matt. 24:24, For there shall arise false

EELiSGiTand false preghg;s-and shall show great signs and wonders insomuch

that if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.

<ig§§§2gggiﬁ550f this in 2 Thess, 258? And then shall that wikked

be revealed. Because he had been working through the pouer—ef-Sgtan. Many

men have great rqggigg_;g_hg%iégg and in other . And seem to have a
=7 =

natural gift for some of this power. Curious gifts, Some in readin a
e =7

mind, or in transferring a thought, or stimulating certain situations.
We must remember that the power of the devil Paul speaks of in
%ﬁggzif&%ilﬁi_transformed into an angel of light. Therefore, Jesus said that

we are to remember that some of them have prophesied, and even been able to cast

out devils and do wonderful works.

Verse 23, Then will I profess unto them,|I never knew yog Depart

2 % e

from me ye that work iniquity. Now this is certainly a great terrifying state-

ment about the judgment of God. This is a most astonishing thing of self-

QEEEEEiQE; To ptsghﬁsy, C%EE_SEE«EEEiIS’ WQEE_Eigggles, but in that ddy, and
that's the great day of judgmept, they have assumed they were safe because they

come and say, "Lord, Lord'" - surely, Lord, you know our record. Don't you

remember all we said and tried to do yem in your name? And He is going to say,
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"Depart from me, ye that work iniquity.'" There can be no doubt about it that

——

in the day of judgment there are going to be many surprises.

;rophet who tried to tgish or ggigg people. So often as

I have stated before, people may be more comcerned about the man's physical

anpeaiéhce, about his perfggéligy, rather than about his message. Those are the

things that detract. But they are qugiying¢ How are we going to discover these

causes’of self—deception?s
: /

=

First, by the| false assurance¢ that people have. He that believeth on

Him is not condemned, but receives ev ti fe. But & there are people who
—— I = ~
work out their own statement and their own formula, and they base their fact

on the assurance that they perhaps are Emembers of a church. Others base

their assurance on the fact that they have been chrigtened when they were infants.

Or others base their assurance that they belong to a certain country, and so they

listen to this.

P Second, the/?efus oneselfj This is very deceiving, and

this is not popular toda The argument is that the Christian should look only
7

to the Lord Jesus Christ. But Jesus)sx is interested in good fruit, and a good

tree. We are to look to Christ, but we are to also examine our own hearts. If
- C S

we say that we have fellowship with him and walk in darkness, we lie and the truth
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is not in us. There were people who were doing just that i , day. They

were saying, I am a Christian, I am ip fellowship, I am a believer, but they

were living in sin. That is a lie.
—— . =

—_— In the third place, we may deceive ourselveg by [iving on activitie§k7
That is, we have figEEEEﬂgg;_g_gigg_gﬁ_lff}pg, and so we follow a certain activity,

and in doiggﬂso, we empty our life of spiritual powey, and life becomes empty.
: Py UL powery

And I think this is the thing that happens tg@ pec
They have lived on activities all their days, and when they sit down, they soon
die. And so many Christians keep going after the entertainments and the pleasures

of this world, and life is one circle of going.(fﬁﬁjighm I living for? What if

N e F‘
the meetings you attend we so frequently and so regularly were cut off, and you
h_v—_" s

were prohibited from attending them? What if your(health broke §°¥§= andyen
_ -

you could é;sﬁggg%; or you could not enjoy the\ company and th%fpa;ties you go to?

And you were left just alone?( What) woudd you do? If all of your life has been

e

based on assurance of activities, then that's being deceived.

—

—

I il In theﬂﬁourth place, men are deceived ngE}vinz to get an easy

Al

ca&sciencgzgiConscience condsggg,;nem, and so they go and do some good work.

They make a list of the good deeds which they do. I thinried this when

he came to Samuel, And Samuel condemned him. He says, I hEEE_;hgpaheEp and the
(’/—’____ "/‘_____—__‘
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o:cre‘,n,,which were supposed to be destroyed. Oh, Saul said, ”ij_\_ri_l_cg];_x_g_;_h_egg,

that I might make a sacrifice unto the Joxd. Now this is a perfect example of
trying to balance things up with his eonscience. Thewsart of thing that men do
LY Wp——————

in 1life. They think they are ¥a a little bit spiritually bankrupt, and they
W l-r—l-_

try to perform a few good w?ﬁ}';s. But Jesus is interested in obedience.

— In the fifth placWe We

very often fail to take the scriptures as aw our own guide. We employ human

tests instead of scriptural ones. Instead of taking the pli:ff_t_gﬂi_ng of the

Bible, we argue with it. we say, since the scriptures were written many
gt Seem. = ' ,‘ 4 - .

years ago, times anged. ou ever hear anybody use that? And so we
et age, Mlgematiaie: Wndon & T

= —_—

revise our way of life, but was not deceived. It was thas
- = z

deceived in the transgression, and the scripture is plain and true in its teachings.

And sometimes the scriptures are put aside. AREXEENEEINESXKREXEE Th@
bis:d v

of@s he said Well, I can do so and so. Now don't argue with the scriptures
= o = / 7

mag%ﬁ, tyzst %E. But the@ that you are to do is what? Submit to it

at all costs.
e p————

'S

e ——.
R ———

S In the sixth place, youUEeceive yourself when you fail to realize that

A
rt:hf':‘::e i_s onemand that one thing is what God wants and our

Blessed Lord yants abgve all ux else is ourselves, our heart. He wants the inner

e,
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man. The heart he wants, our submission. NWn, our zek
e b . And that is what the prophet told Saul. Hath
ifg;, our gsfggp e _wants that haf R‘;ELEL_______;yg

the Lord) ks his ocreat delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as in obedience
-_—

and obeying the voice of the Lo#d? We keep the best sheep and the best offerings,

and the Lord does not want our offerings, and that way he wants our obedience.
_—

———

He wants us as individuals.

Now, there are someéékggg_;ﬁLﬁgli:dﬂﬁ:p&igg,Pand I think we

discover these signs when we study about these two trees.

@ of all, there are people who are interested more in meetings>

than anything else, and they are barren in soul.

our main interests may be in Qrgénization and de’nomimation)

There are so many people today who are in danger of saying that this is all that

their ?g}igion consi§£§ of, cast out devils, d3 many WEEEEEEEE_E%E;S, and spend all
t heir time harping on a dggggination or an organization. Now people whose real and
ultimate interest is only in a particular church, not in the Chri§tian salvation, not
in the Lord at all. And so they merely are involved because they like the church or
they like thegmmp people.

But they ar 1e ' 1 things. In

7

the third place, their mqig:interest is social, There are people who are interested
v
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the
in the social rather than the soul. Many jpeople today know about—Ekspreblems

of this country and society, and their attitude is mainly in that category. In

other words, there are some politicians who place a great deal of interest and

emphasis on the social conditions of this nmature, but they never worship Go?_on

Sunday, or never seek to increase the word of God through missions in their lives.
——————— R

They are not active and practicing Chrisgians. The majop dangers confronting the
e

Christian church tomight is that we shall get sidedtracked talking about anti-
[ S

Communism and advg;tiaigg_gg{_ilggggg_and such 1like, anQGé:EEEZEEYQersuade himgelf
w-9———j7 "/,f” :

—

to believe that because he is antiaCOmmuniéftihe must be a Christian. Gigiiﬁ_ﬁi
e e

by 0o MEHS means the thing that follows. x¥he Ve must not be deceived. The

substitution of these social things puts us in real danger.

In the ég;gga place, ourK;ain interest may be apologeticsf We may

——

spend all of our time trying to defend the géi;h, arguing about the Christian
% ~

faith and denouncing evolution, and neglect our own souls, and feel quite happy

about doing this. We could spend all our time attacking the church at Rome, or

/
modernism, and we may have some reasons for debate. But do I find that I spend
—_— LRAS p

most of my time arguing with people about the different ideas or positions that
— 7 —~J2-——*—77

may be held? Or do I find that I racticg}%y’never talk to people about their

souls and about Christ? How much time do I spend on the center of things?
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’ ( Fifth? our|main interest may be intellectual.) Now, this too is a.

danger. There is nothing more exciting or more interesting than to be intellectual

e

and study some of the deeper things. There are people who follow this, and it

have

becomes barren. I/watched people become somehow pgggg_ﬂi;zhai;_iggg%%ect and
g

their knowledge. Then they have a tendency to comprqgigg_gg_zéf_ggbif%} and the

moral issues. And they disappear from prayer meetings and worship services, and
w“"".—"—'_‘rr

they lose their balance.

p— In the(SixtE}place, ouy main interest may be the times and the seasons.l

£

That is to say that we may be so interested in prophesy and overemphasize this. We

‘think and talk and preach nothing but prop?igy. Now we can easily spend outr time
— =
k talking about Rugsia, Egz%;, Israel, and EEEEEEL_§7’ and 38, Daniel 7 and Daniel 12

and other prophesies, All of this FE_EEE neglect of our spiritual lives. Now we
- - — 7

twr (have an interest in the seasons and the times, but we should not forget that

the ain;thin is 6ur soul. Future events and some of these things we are going to

have to wait before we stand before God in judgment.

I think sometimes we are lead astray on the matter OQ(I;;—;;;—;;;:;)

A

A lot of people believe that we can forget all about the ten commapdments.

Now, Jesus is talking about the final judgment here, and he says

Depart from me ye that work iniquity.
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A cowboy \put it this way. Suppose I am working for Ragke Rancher
e, —_—

Jones, and if I sat around bragging on Jdnes to other people and singing pretty

songs about him, and that would be exactly what a lot of church people are doing.
"

But that ww, and he'd soon hire another cowhand to take my
place. But w@ggéi:ggz_lg,;ha_ﬂaddlg and scout over the plains and see that dxhmuk

Jones' cattle is all right, that they get water and pasture and keep the rustlers

from stealing them, then Jénes knows that I am interested in Him, and he treats

"me mighty good.
T K ‘! ,1,"],\»



