an altar to heathen gods in the very temple of Jehovah where
S ——— [l

he set up a carved image .

He caused his children te pas he Q

dealt with wiwges. In addition to all this, he shed some
blood.

Among thof his persecution, according te a

very ancient tradition,m h whom Manasseh
sawed asunder because the prophet rebuked him for his sins.
———— N

He made the people of Igrae] worse than the heathen themselves.
2 i)

of his wigkedness, prosperity. He was

the As ans who mutilated him t him in an
syri _____7 s Pu :‘

In the

There Manassehby his sufferings, regpn d of

his sins and called upon God. When he had been restored back
B erm——— — O ——————

to the throne of Judah he devoted the st.rength and energy left |

and the remgining_mxs of his reign
he had done to Israel.

Vi th sorrow and oontra.tion he threw

s he regaired the altar of God , and
did what he could to persuade the nations to follow God.

Manasseh sinned against a godly tragyap' Lz and as a son

of the godly fathers. Now and then you see that and if you

away the stra

have listened to the bitterness of such an unbliever as

Manasseh, you realize how wonderful was his r'epeﬁtame.

R{utrodmt.tbp i

@

(AN SFEXCH THAT OFPENS HEAVEN Luke 13:3 and 5

What &M« viord thlt at opens heaven? ‘@is the word
that no one can pronounce without tne Holy Spirit? What i.s
' k.t the far countr,
the word btmt.m_guimer Lack from a o/ Y
W father's house? TWhat is the word that pronounced by

- man gets a responae from heaven? What is the wgqrd that Job

used after Cod answered him out of the whirlwind?

What is the word with which Jegps began to prgach?

What is the word with which Pe

addressed the multitude
on the day of Pentecost? What is the word that Dayid spoke

B i
when the prophet Ngihan retuked him for his hideous trans-
gression?

What is the word that mﬁ_};, the aged and wicked

King of Judsh, spoke in captivity? What is the word that
ttered when he went out into the night and wept
Peter u _/E

bitterly?® What is the word that opgned the cates of

Paradise Wz the word that is

very M for the saint and is most appropriate for
T

the hardened ginnery” What is the word that ggpnot be spoken

in Hell, and which no one in Heaven needs to hear?
: i
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The word that I have in mind is the jord "Fepent, except

ye repent. And repentance is a word which rings through

every E_x_‘ager in the Bible, from beginning to ends It was the

burden of the g;m%y of the prophets; it was the first
s

word used by Christ Himself. Repentance syms up the Gosgel.
As He is risen from the dead, the dug;gles go forth to Ergach

repentance and remission of sins through His name.

is the word that opens heaven for only & forgiven simngr cen

enter heaven, and only a sinner who repents can be forgiven.

'Ihe@is rich in its illustrations. When we tell
—_

the story of men who have repented, we see how full and

g}_grious the Gospel ;s.

tures; it illustrates that the word "repent®

And it can be proven by the Scrip-

opens heaven.
Sssoresnidlionate il

There are instences of it that are most beautiful and that

are wonderful

I want to describe or illustrate this by three people

Repentance

in the Uld Testament. First I want to use an old man; second, :‘

I want to talk about a man in his u;yﬂe life; and third, T

want to talk about a younz man to prove that repentance is
——

appropriate for people of all asges and of all stages of life,

Repents

I. 4An 0ld it 1 * el
tries to _c_lm e the fact that he is old or mtp
. sre popular; proucmmuﬂl
And, no doubt, 0 A TEREEN

old. The whole
popular lite .

e

degree its over balanced.
‘d\@i& there are lots of o

world, and they ought not to be passed over and forgotbten,

Their souls are the same value in the sight of God as the

eople in the

soul of a boy or of a youth in his teens.

mei'e 15 another striking and vcr): solemn fact too about
: . ———

q____\_\'
@s the Prodigal Son of the 01d Testament. He

had for one of the Godltest men in the Bible, . i ]

T astilialher,
. He ascended the @\When he was 12 years of age at
[ Ty
the death of his father. His rﬁwaa a long-nightmare of

wickedness, idolatry, and gruelty. He built altars to
A ———— m— S

Hezelkdsh. And he had, no doubt,

Bsal, and he made groves and worshipped all the hosts of
= —

m—

heaven. The climax of hi{w“s the building of
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sin. In every story of a brgakdown like that of David it . suffering, hardship, and pawgtimes mww
will be found that the very sin in which the mam was indulging f rebellion to Qod, but if sccepted inm humility, it v
d“_l’lf_d,_am blunted-his sensibilities. Who can understand xn_n_n back to ooi. That was what happened in the case of

this error? W . , Mangsseh.

God wiited a long time for David to répent, and then

And Nathan,who was a skilled
——

o st il
g v 4

[t

preacher, told a story about a rich man and how cruel he was !

because he had nw and herds but‘ he had a wuest Yet, for that reason the mgn's repentance is more memorable.
to come end visit him and he took the_poor man'g pet lamb We need to thank God thaQ no oné!?ia ever tgg far Eone'!

P {
and slew it for the table of his guest. U"hen he heard the M@d in transgeuip_p_g _to repents To the youth
tale of almost upblievable hardening of heart, David reached who had turned from Cod end to the Old Man we have the words
for his sword saying, "Bx;ﬂ.ng.__ft.hat man . HAs _the Lord. spoken "Let the,'}!i,.ged forsake his ways, and the unrighteous
W" = man his thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord where he
Then Nathan put the sword in its proper place and.seid, will have mercy and unto our God for he will abundantly pardon

@ou ar

David had taken the wife .of a poor soldier in the army to

II. David Repents *
gratify his pleasure. Thou art the man.
ik We leave the 01ld Man who repented and opened the doors

man in middle life Jwho is at the head of the

than had talked t.h_a__t_wal with any other King but » of heaven to

David, his But David repented and list of great pentents. You hen you think
said( "I. have- si__nne.d_..') There is no doubt e;._;._ﬁer about the about repentance. ;was one of the nners and

e his repentance for inu.r;;-bely the prophet yet one of the @ggesﬁ gginta in the 01d Testament. Ensmies
answeredf\\'l'\',ghe Lord hath put away {:hy sin." lof God have often scoffed at David and his high title because




A

the Bible says that David was a man after Cod!s heart.

“IW end his trapseressions =
and hol that up.,ss an.example of an 0ld Testament man because

of the tragedy involved.

But & Christian man who knows his own heart and who
knows that the heart is destined above all

else will never be troubled by the fall of David. On the

contrary, he will frejoiced that the

@gm_nuam:_me
B
@N’j.gjad not fallen so low, his repentance would

.

not have been so wonderful and so blessed of God.

Bible records this dark

me_the joy of Thy salvation and then shall I teach trans-
9gr,essb\rs Thy ways."
That is what David has been doing all through the ages,

lin their heart and of

the wonderful mercy of God.
I think that

and yet the most tender preacher of whom we have any record.

That is what every preacher ought to be, courageous in

declaring the will of God and the word of God and yet tender

in seeking the repentance of sinners.

The human heart is the same from sge to age and there.is
~

is smong the ur acher

ME new or old in David's !g He fe

biaagé womsn who happened to be the wife of another man.

commanding Wﬁm him so that he would fall

fighting the foe. But it was just the same as if David had
This indeed was the worst s:l.n;

'Ih* er of gg,oonea as we study the sinners
progressive ste; into sin that makes it necesgary
for aée-!@.,.t.ransgressi nd another and another and the

second is always worse than the first and the third than the

slain him with his own hand,

second.

z@ﬁw David to reggnt. The extraordinary thing

is that David had been %o:].ed in the thought of God and
>

naturally a man of such deep religioua feeling could have

gone through these terrible transgressions and his conscience

not have constan ierc nd rebuked him,
tly p____g_hin..a e :

But apparently this(8in had strange

it cast a shadow over him. He was not able to see
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degemrmon.

Here ‘is a_&e, ovwm over with life
and _fun,’ ugtenpered by resigalil alumanslity. ‘HERSagex: care

we tajk about all tecneagers as a single @wp-m
hrinﬁ us_8 tigg. These Christian, tesn-agers are a Joi fo

wo_x_‘l_;c_}::;_tp, being 1ntelllgent and hnﬁ-‘_%i_l;d.gc_i_, disci and

self directed. dow dii‘femnt

bea tniks, the Dee -;' w,

S ——— T

hey are from the doomed, the

—

Sems on was_w; and he was strgag. lHe was so strong
that he could Wmnn_mt. Apparently he
cz:x__of danoer came to him, he could, Mmm__bwl
it back. Bub all the while hisffScul‘wes sick h:ls@‘_t_

age of Samson at this time, but we may think of him as a young
/ =R

When this

Really we do not know the

man. He was a

—— e

<Hw_am.§,2)sp_e stegged up the pace, he told her the

secret of his power, that it laE in %s Al%*spair. So she

ek -

p "
3 9
)

(&<

G
Yad, £ andfnea open)through repentance,

Devimsduenr the popgliisn of his sk, here wes nothing

strange about that because s man oan sin for ycars sgainst

. his body end against his mind, and if_he turns and repents,

he's forgiven, tut, the God who forgives him does not cancel

w 2]

Nathan told David

e_man sowth that shall he also reap."

that because his sin would cause the enemies of God %o g‘agtf
and renoéoe, theld never depart fram his house,
It never did, Time and time again we see thof
God upon his house.

There was a vile conduct and Amest of Amnon.} There
 S—

waaémrder of Anmog)by Absalom. There was the(rebellion

of Absalompythere was the(W_A.bsﬂm;) there was the
e ——

(sorrow of Davyas he cried for his son which was slain,
- David had SW.

The joy of salvation had been restored to David, His

repentance had opened for him onge more the cates of heaven.

Only one path will bring him back to self respect and

God and that is the psth of repentance.

communion with
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saints is the path of repentance.

y there would be

« It would go down the l_t_gggg. Tou would

certeinly be inspired by the thousands of people who would

sing the praises of God. And time would fail us. Today, if

we could talk abeut Paul in' his moment of ‘reatness, how he
e

became the great enemy of~Chr:lst and then in his supreme

by repentance.

Thetas a s:L.n , Who wash@tbe uakur's feet

with the tcars of repentance and love, and wiped them wi
4

the hair oi' her head.

D e

" £Feter) mho when he cursed and denied his Naster, was

called to himself by the 1MWhen Jesus turned and
N

looked uwpon him, and went out into the %,ta-waoy—mly

Those tears of repentance that washed his soul and brought
-— 7

him beck to Christ , and of that poor

who hung at the
1
Redeemer!'s side on the cross gnd

mocked and cursed, rg‘ %d of his sin and asked Jesus to

remember him. That is wonderful music. Sinners give to the
$ o

church on earth and to the ct{m'ch in heaven because they have

s while his companion

been cleansed.,

In the o gaidy "I have sinned apgainst heaven

end in Thy sight," and his father came to groet hims =

opened heaven by repentance. HM 3 |

in his family, by reperitance.
plece to discuss not only the old men who opened the

repentance, not only the man in middle life, but I want 'omx !
come next to the next portion.

III. Samson Judges 16 '

moment of life he became the greatest friend of Christ, simply%

Butnowleomointhm;

e
0N li

As I think of this young man, of the youth, what a

agiy. ode; vou QuaRsone sveh Wragedy on cvery bond

on the national scene you've seen such cases. We think of

o taiinsigle?) he kiskaok, trilgr, vigtisa of

w On the sociel scene that which dm,und all

individuals.
——————

When we pull [ LoV
a quick look at r ;:.3, we feel a sense of pride and shame.

Such an experience differs from our pic ture OM

We realize that

PELso E ouhvht to_act in Christian America,

Gpnd nice Americans are subjec
Wiy? Well, e samsony

called Americang are Su.t‘ferim, from dgterigation of soul.
When a youny msn like Samson sees the epem.approaching hea ead-

blast, ready to. grash, it is a éign of soul

retails his ware. when Yol
STty

on, £
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devilish talk.

As a pastor, wa&eg the coggemaof people in strict "
—— : 3 '11 .

secrecy, but oh the cry and h of souls
) (5} ry an anguia 0 sg&.to r,oll'off thL

conquences of px_xggmicious soul deterioration among once won-

derful young people, 1I -m:_u_;__”_ Whom meant - to-do dits So late v,

does one learn that nothing in the form of plcasure can ever _, |

e
be worth the cost of an outraged conscience and the burden of

6:7.

Some: day everything goes wrong.

—ee

shame become unbearable, gets caught, and then one tells

1% 321,y éever meanﬁ to'{:: it, Wg
Whengevﬂonei else was doi_._nf it, I didn't reslize my

« ‘I thought I could jugi shake it off."
And he out of his sleep

The sense p&ﬂ t and

and saidy "I will go out

as at other He knew not that

the Lord had left him.
-May the church og,-"/ﬁhe living God bear a people that have
/
forssken God as this foung fellow, and it depends on whether

or noté&u awake béfore it's too late to repent.’ If he does so
¢

awake to his periless state, he will discover. not that God
————mSm———

hes forsaken him but that he has forsaken God.

Now the end of soul deterioration, unless the young man

kes and in this ’W' :'_!‘_o_r‘&

wages of sin-is death," His love, His kind of long suffering,
but His love cannot earnestly cancel out His justice or His

final judgment. His redeeming blood can olea_n;e his soul

from every guilty sin. Meemle;Wb
next gopner. o hamer 8 youne man down into ficll. Hven now,

@waiting amciouaH for 3 man to re;nb, but He wishes

for him to open his heart in order that he might come in,

If I might take one out of @ecular history

who wrote mamy poems, érea&:thoughts, but he wag
e——
He hadfplendid powers of the body and from eading family




s >
- (L.of_hope.) ‘To Tegelve Ohrigk does pof mean.fhat
| waﬂw~w-
| e @d’ Cod have been exposed to the
tire, pupEdyess, QMM
W There has no temptation taken you

.~ © but sush that has come to men. Pt God will not suffer you
R e ® ~ to be tempted above thst ye are sble, but with the temptation
- \ A A ' '; will also make a wey of escape that ye may be able to bear
| S 1t." T Corth. 10:13
D

\’, fég about the gme;. Eg's Eoblem. But a sure way to escape
|

the way open to every time of need is that of repentance.

+you need to thank God for His promise that there is & way of :

escape. Yes, the Lord wishes you toXQ &our part to flee,
R . o
He does not wish you to yield to sin for\ Christ died for sin

and He opened a way of escape. Throughout\this 'pr‘ocesa of

T — | —————

W, sqyeme from 19 quilt o

f
| But Samson came back to himself and with his repentance
y
!

soul deterioration we find there is one word’ t ogens heaven,

pardon. He was changed

{,Z{oé';a, w AL i
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He soon began to

of Scotsmen, he was a hero.

ngl_gf_ggg 14

/ ’
he uic ave way to two evils
quickly g ¥y ’o__. A lw m And then

it was not long before he knew not the Lord and was dgparted

he was responsible for k

4 s &
i MW that stood-for loyalty to dod.

¢ 'm Me who did not know that he had beccme

from Him. e ]
Another Scotch writer who might have labered for many
years and increased his usefulness, but aftér a few months at

the peak of his poetic powers, he waiged because he turned to

the bar and was taking a free drink from any person who 'lh.htleT

to him. Now another

Scotchmag, Robert Eums Stevmdeclared, "The Almi E E

wasw kind . to take him ao fas‘b." I trifled
away 'his life and he e l .
e -

wanted to die that way?

>

Do you not suppose, that -again ag aggin he said to DI
» = - /

will go out as at other times and shske myself free." But he

knew not that the Lord had departed from him,

Iheé g"“é'eca@om such deterioration and from such

e

lowering of self and there is no contradiction about the needs
, o

of the soul. The great burden that you have and the helpless-
ness, even though you are on the brink of the bottomless pit,

the weakest is the worste.

e —————eee

Man or woman here, there is a door-

Here is

weak as vaer vhen be noke ug Ut ol ks #1P%-20° =
I_will go out and make

I can

ssne youny men ever deliberately

teen young person @ver meant to bec

down the m or to become a slave to sin, but, when

night after niuht he secks his{companions amon the

among people who _are not holy.,by God!s standards, when night

fter night he keeps doxng g.his unc_onspioualy‘ he deteriorates,
a f P )

and he leaves his soul hegggs. And why? Because God's
patience is destroyed

Tus does God's book set up a danaer signal for young

people today. Many of then constantly bhreathe the atmosphere

mark at all costs.

of of a lot of Qetting,

this just won't hurd anybody .

The youlth sayg

how 1o andle '

ism, not with the young_f_allow who \knows

liquor.” And vefore long they begin to believe all this




: '.'/'*‘T -
devilish talk. / ;.'

As a pastor, wefkeep the confidencesbof peop:
—— .

e in striet
Pm————
secrecy, but oh the cry and anguish of soﬂs to roll off the

conquences of unconscious soul deterioration among once won=-

derful youns people, no_one.ef whom meant o do it. So late

does one learn that nothing in the form of pleasure can ever .

*;
be worth the cost of an outraged conscience ana the burden of

637 4 ' ! we‘ do~not live neax™enough to Gac 2)

Some day everything goes wrong. The sense of cuilt and
shame become unbearable. Ope gets caught, and then one tells

; | wakes and tur in this ’W’ "For the
it ‘al1, "X &ever meangto do it. IW J ———
| weges of sia- is-death," His love, His kind of long suffering,
ar. When(e\rﬂonei else was go% it, I'didn't realize myw = :

1 "ot T eould 3 i but His love cannot earneatly csncel out His justice or His
. 0 could jugl shake it off.

And he out of his sleep

Now the end of soul deterioration, unless the young man

final judgment. FHis rede blood can cleanse his soul
and said; "I will go out 4 P

: from every guilty sin. Mearwhile,' Jat_the
ree." 'He knew not that it » ’W’
_Wm.%__aﬁg.lo Even now,
the Lord had left him.
/ @niﬂng anxioua& for & man tg regnﬁ, but He wishes
.May the church of/the living God bear & people that have

gor him to opén his heart in order that he might come in..
forssken (God as this Aroung fellow, and it depends on whether

ﬁ . J - |-.-  1f I might take one out of @ecular history ,)
or notfrou awake béfore it's too late to repent.p If he does'so -
¥ who wrote mamny poems, éreag :Ehoughts, but he wag headstrong.

ewake to his periless state, he will discover.not that God

He had#plendid powers of the body and from eading family
has forsaken him but that he has forsaken God. ¢

as at other
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