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UNENOWN AND YET WELL ENOWN
John 1lsli-11 (

1, I Am the Wﬂ

The main idea that he getscver to them is that 1

—— T —"‘

an the way and that is made more real by the last

. ¥ ! .
| Jasus has beef;ik—mﬁiym his
"No wan cometh unto the Father i ;
worss. of W parqa_p'.aph. - b -—- ’ purpose of going amd guaraniee of his return. ZEven though

but by me', but here are three grest words, way, truth, |

| he had stated, "Jatnot your hegrt be ‘tx'ouble&"j'ﬁ' did

not satisfy all of the disciples. They perhaps bvelieved

1ife, and they are goordinated and he is to show
Thomas that he already knows concerning the way. Ib

him when he said that he would come back again, But there
is remarkable that he begins wi : '-.-\ Ve f

are to sha you the waye Christ agys, L an it, He .

has been teacher, guide and companion and he is the

was some question about the peri;)d during his absence,

e said, “whitﬁer I go ye know, and the way

u say to a person, you know the m,

- de ¥ disciples, know the way., I am 0 ;
T e e A . You are taking for granted that he is well acquainted,
%o the knowledge of God. Ip his perscn and in |
A o R R — ' Jesus has set befgre them the happiness of heaven that they

his life Jesus wag showing that he is the way. Jesus
said he was the way t@gr_mh.gqg) Christ is the

nay to the (Fatbor!s fedlewshigy Christ is the may to |

i PrE———— | may be kept from you, Thereforae, where I am departing for
! :sent In othep{ords %o know _ :
*‘*ew = . . you know the(rosd) The(path)to the Father's house is now

Christ is to know the goal and the way %o it, Jesus

might be better acquainted with the aim of his whole 1

and he says now you know this that none of the secret things

He is the new Wq,m fs 18 the o1d way',
Hebrews 11:L0 He is the way that §oins two worlds)

he is t.h(e m of access to the Father.
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— Y the way snd the_gosl, one of his disciples baldly says
higlmey spokenorg&m‘ e T R

I. The Juestion of Thomes - ver

-

At the conclusicn of Jesus! statement that yeu know

T o o L Ty

_ Jesus is distinctly the
> —
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"we do not know where you are geing," Here seems to bs &

(Zoontrasnﬁgg)we de not know where you are going nor how

can we possibly know the road, This is the same disciple
P S

that we find Jesus havingw

Wand also before his Jeurney to raise Lazarus.

Thomas was slow to apprehend anytiing beyond what he could
see. He could not understend all the Lord's deep words

that had Just been spoken, He said we can neither gusss

it nor inquire because we are still at a loss to understand

* t
the way. The mind was a bit fogged concoWh:t Jesus

had said, ih APEEITINS

W“ riﬁu_tb Did not these

d;gg_;&g_)_q}g{ after a fashion or did they not lmow, They

had hesrd aplenty of Jesus and bis Isaving them in the past,
bt Jesus, like the great‘ master he was, even though doubd

bad been renewed here destination, he takes time

cut and says, wwﬂwkb

As he said, do net be sgitated and troubled in heart,

reflect and rem think what I have told you over and
over gpatn and yo CTTRANERAT You do Kriow Where I &m

going and the way. Jesus was very petient here with these
-

disciples. Out of our own e;:pdriencé many times there is

’
woul anoin

A/favn %w-m ;._5‘0,«»-0 <andbo

3o
much that is dim and undeveloped, Thamas had believed

and yet there was this consciousness or power in his life

%o see the way, Jesus was trying to tell him that it was

There is one thing we rmust say in Thomas's favor, Not
having an accurate understanding he went to Jesus with it,

Andqwhnt we should de when we are unsure about any

matler st A Ll aN =T

There is scmething also we should notes @_

[contessea o2 bia dgnorance,) If good men be in the dark

and know but in part, yet they sre willing te osn their
defects. (Ssgond) he was a liftle in the

For we.vemember that many of the people

Hence it was

when Jesus spoke about going awaj and they are following
t about m.nity_mwmum vhere

huu inge MMMM”{”Z;‘}
M’/mh, ' 4,.‘,,,,%2
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II. Jesus, Their Revelation

Jesus roplied te Iugaas, I alone in contradictica to
/‘ —

| —@¥others Warxd the truth and the
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we are alive unto God only in and through Jesus Christ,
He is the giver of the 1life which carries the believer
to heaven, He has been noted as the living way, He is

TN

the eternal life that was with the father and was

I John 1:2,

of all spiritual lifes So Jesus who is a revealer of
bl et

. manifested to us, He is bid 8 e

truth goes on to state that he himself is the giver of _

life, . As we think of the beautiful earth and the land-
sbapes and the rolling sea, still there is an interest
that is far deeper when we think of the creative powers

of God, when it is said of hh,(“E him is life",)

The life vhiﬁ_was with the Father was manifested unto

R —— . ittt

us, Again he said, ég ar; the resurrection and the
R e =
Lige",) No man dares say, I an the life. As far as

we can trace it 1life always comes from life, therefore,

without contact with Josus Christ there can be no

life, This is a change which enables us to walk in
newness of life more abundantly.

"‘-i

Upon this subject has a complete chapter

on the Nature of E ind he says, to know
God, of course, is a mabter of inner fellowship, Aind

he said that eternal 14fe is set over against abiding

S
3248"end the highway.shall te there and a way and it
shall be called the way of holiness; the unclean shall

| not. pass over it ; but i% shall ba for those, the.
“@ME“@ feols, shall not err therein,"

—— e —

: In Jesps Christ God and men met and are brought to-
gether, These statements overwhelmed Thomas and perhaps

he remembered that Jesus had said before to the Pharisees

|+ "I am the doga¥ (10:7)s "I am the Lighl of the world",
(6:12) And now he says, i am_the way to CGod, In fact

he says, I an the pnly way to God,
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2i He Said| I An the Truth
| .M s the truth in ryterence tofivine matured)

That truth then is not & mere matter of words, It is

mwwr. teaches us, bg!__hj‘gy that

shows us God, His whole e and character, his

-~
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personality is the %rue representation within human
conditions of the invisible God, He says substantially
]

the same thing in the beginning of his gospel when he
calls Jesus the Word and the Iight of Men, Paul says
L]

o is the (auge of tha iniaisleded) Of cowse, there

is-all the difference in talking about God and showing
him, but Christ said, j

Men reveal God by the
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I have revealed him by myself, by my person, I am the
truest and highest representative of the divine that

men c¢an evar have,

Of course, hera are §ibes appligaldonsjeuch as
he is_the truth inasmuch a /in the life and.in history

and as recorded in the S¢rinture, As truth he is

supposed tewfigure and hadow, Chrh-gia the substance
ich are therefore said

to be figures of.the true, Heb, 9:24, Christ is the

052@ John 6:32, The MH@M 812,

W*—-ﬂ-’n’

¢ As truth Bb is susposed boZalsehogd and orrer)

The doctrineof Chr doctring, As truth he

is supposed to deceit, He is the teacher of the truth
which directs the disciples to the way. He is the
revelation of Ood in the world, He is the eternal
truth, He is the absolute truth about God, and man

and cqncerning the way-to-theFather, Truth is a very
large word. In Jesus only do we find the real, the

abiding and that which gan never be ghaken. ifhere
Jasus is men have truth, and truth will lead men into

the way. It will not compel men, but it demands that

Te*
they should go in the way of Christ,

ii 1 am thng

As we come to this third thing that Jesus says aboul
himself we are reminded of the Scrdpture which says,
W, whgtsoewr things are
noble, whatsoever things are of good report..."; this
is a report of Jesus, Now Jesus is the life, . To know-

the Wh, but there must be action and

there must be revelation ', but now he comes to the work

o2 1ifa giver ga hewho quickens the dead. For the(fen
of_the.world sre viotuzed £ dead gegand dead men

‘cannot walk & roads It is -no use making a path-if it

sbarts from a cemetary, Christ taught that men apari

from him are dead and that the only life that they can

have is by uniting with him, The @nly way) that we
wight have 1176, “axgept a corn of wifft fall into the
ground and die it abide alcone", This is a ‘w,
he is the heart of the gospel., His only way of giving
life o us is by giving up his life for us, He must

die. The alabaster bex.amst be broken and death is

the gate of life, Therefare, as Romans 6:11 says,
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had never seen (od, but if he had thought when Nathaniel
was invited it was with the words, "come gnd gee". 4And
here is Philip agein, but if we could see the Jather it
would be enough, In other words, he sajd, show us the
Father at once. He wanted to discover the Father by being

able t6 see him nxmw_ You know with
sme people/sesine-is alieviag) But be petitions like

a small child and says, I long to see God, and he believes

that Jesus can show Gods

would satisfy the heartg of all Bhe disciples, &haé if such
a'manifestation could be arranged,+ Philip perhaps had

He ds sure that a vision of God

been using the Lord's Prayer, "Our Father", and these

words had not meant a great deal to.him and he is determined

that he might be fgvored like some of the prephets of old,

Jm, loses, Joghuz, m;ag, Isaac, EMM cthers who

M&.w‘?‘}ﬂ .

was not really too unreasonable that Philip wanted to be

practical.

a sy

We also remember that on th

there had been & glorious rev

of ‘the disciples of Jesus, Ixodus 33:18.

L
under the wrath., He said that eternal life denotes 2
£ then quantity ar dura
it is life on a higher plane, morally and gpiritually,

It is a life that transcends death,

ony that

This applies to

what we call death, spiritual death and physical death,
« If a man keep my saying he shall never see death and

vhogoever liveth and believeth in him shall never die",
11'26.

Therefore, eternal life, according teo this

great scholar and alse our interpretation of the
‘ Scriptnrel_u com&' -‘E\e & present position of
S S |4....'.-*‘—..*.'4.- -

. the believer, The believer then is not comdemned but

o ————————

is passed out of death into life, and no longer abides
under the wrath of Gode

e —_

th aggt gegle thatéevea‘ heag aé inu; htere
= —————

the way is closed and where the truth has never been
manifested, and to him life has never been hrought,
But Jesus':haa ,h‘_mpjj&;jhht into the world for
every man, The eternal word is spreading throughout

the world in ways beyond our understanding.

«Eo man cometh unto the Father ut by E_g"S? And
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here we are in Auerica and theve are pecple in other This was also(ggpatiing of a rebuke o them for Sheir
places Who have never had the privilege of hearing of wjﬂ'o) It is also a rebuke to us that we de not get
\ ke whys T4 48 either thab ‘we/must: take ChPist to thes |  ooier.acqualnted wiTh cesuss T therled mom PR
or they will remain in sepsration from God, Jesus is aright, they would have mowm his kingdom Yo be spiritual

she way in that he is the end of the way. He is the and not of this worlds So you see, the key to every

|
true way and no man cometh to the Father but by hime eLtaRulcmte. ous Ledge te For truly if
Fallen men must go before God as a judge. W NOTLSSR SR Gethsemane as he faces the cross and

enduras the resurrection, his revelation of God is his

’ life-giving way to the world, and it is the only way that

men might knos the Father, I is the dying Christ that

III., What You Can Know

WIf yo had Jmown me ye should haya known my Fathert.

Our Lord for a moment accepls Thomas' viewpoint and he

reveals the living God,  Ile is your way to God, See that

you seek him through Jesus, the way, the truth, and he

) will b
plainly points cut to him that.he is a manifestation of i1l beoome your life,
N o
the Father and yet have they not known this., He is telling
/"

then ghat they might have gom quite well, that by is a Y W Bt SR

rovealsr of the Father-and if he has missed-this he bas IV, philip Proposes & Quostd

L —

missed everything, It seems that the lesson here for us He interrupts the message of the loxd at this point

and seems to be very earncegt because he knew that the

is that if we would have lete of our

Heavenly Father W. If QW s many of them, such as the glogra.
you know anything about Jesus in a worthy way, your (of Israel, had Onmn the mount and saw the glory
understanding of the Heavenly Father is mach clearer, of God and it had seemed to confirm ihedir.faith, and as

> N ; 5 - AP

b A l” Y % '9“"7 /""‘) G % all men there was & deep conscipusness that he might have

Crlld Ak "' W e TS 4

Al caost okt Yo ¢ Lo o ;;:""W y¥ ° | ‘beprivilege of same tangihle knowledge of God for he
iany JRikar sxavrrd Ak lrnnnm—
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ideas of John's gospel is that Jesus #s bearing witness

to the Father, Jesus said, #)My Father worketh hitherto,
and I work", Jesus was olaiming CGed as his Father in a '
sense that would make him equal with God, Hence, he has |

power to judg ‘he

fe. |

The key word to this whole situation is
the second portion of the key word uw and the findl

‘portion of the key word % The world says - |

"geeing is believing", but in the 1Lth chapter of John'She |

|
And |
l

gospel says, "believing is séeing". The true way to
knowledge and to better vision is through the eye of faith,
And later on he will say, "Believe me for my very works
sake", Do not put the ladder down, but believe me, I am
the only adequate way to the Father, Jesus will lead you ‘

ultimately to the knowledge you desire. He is the reality,
Mo Lod & Vel Whek A v, Fronl

Woa.
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' esila answers in verse 9, "Hgve 1 been so long time

;‘-Q.I____m_g-';". This seems to be vﬁ.ih deep affedtion bacause
this man was one of the-first dt«soi‘plwd
been originally called of Jesus himself, being with him
all through bis ministry, fHad ‘ \'\'b‘\
uything to him, Vhen you have seen me you have seen the—
L BT TR

But this is th

heathen worship in g‘é land,

they - ~said have come down from heaven, It fs the nature

of man to want to see his e and o handle his idol. Ve
wan! to see and to be sure, This is the hunger-eithe himan

heart. Jesus tells Philip that'he is the revelation of
the Fathegr, Judge my worke, I am the image and the

revelation, Wy whole 1ifé is to mske yisible God, I am
enough for the mind, the heart and the will., How is it

that you say, "Show us_the Féﬂ*er'w
St A G AT »
ds an absence of a vision of di?i Many pecple today are

in the midst of a storm as the Jews, because they cannot

gae God through the eyes @-'Jammr%@.essini it

is for those who have believed and yet have not seen Jesug)

P U TR
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with their physical eyes, The elders of Israel saw Q‘{ '

&

God of Israel, but theirs was a symbolical manifestation,

—

‘«r—-;.
tho@Qillar louddas merely a symbol, but ve who see God

in Christ see him through & reality,

he matval indwelling of Christ is pessible through

"helievest thou not th 2 rsel 10

Christ here claims a w that he is in complete

'oooEration with the{athgr and the Dther is in coopéra=

ticn with him, that the whole fullness of God is manifested

-y L m— i A—
in his life. wor ' he I . And so

his works and his words are the works and words of God,
ool iy e et ~

There is no trace of conscicusness of sin, Is this what
Christ thought of himself, fe ig nol a man like-the rest

of us with blotches and gin and ».;tailurqs. He i;-God'a
will, Ee is not like othexr men,

Here he sets ge us faith and invites us on the

grace of his union withg@ed, The true bond between men

and Jesus Christ is faith, We must trust, and he is saying

BT 3 O
to us that Ygust is bebter than sight, that it is a
v

voluntary element, A& man believes a propesition because

he accepts it., Faith is the outgoing of a man's heart,

15,
will, intellect. This is the Christ that has declared
l‘x:\,molf to be the only Christy Cod manifested in the

flesh and he cught to be trusted,

Cf course, 2hilip wanted %o be as Woses, "Show me thy

glory" and Noses had such a vision on the glorious mountain,
And here was a deep feeling in this disciple's heart that
he would enjoy a closer fellowship if he could but see his
“
Gode A vision would be most satisfying te his conscience,
T—

I would be most satisfying to his heart, Of course, this
would be risky for some gods for they do not like tc be

$ myoalod. But not so with the Heavenly Father because he

had been revealed in Jesus Christ, ¥an cannot see God
with a physical eye, and yet Philip was searching for
some way to feel closer to God,

But God has revealed higgglf already.s" This has been

b?came the word to unfold to us the meaning of God, In

done. through Jesus who came through the

the first book of the Biblé we hear repeated the expression

"and Cod said",) What God said ¢ to pass.  This his

word bacgue flash and dwelt amotng us and we found Jesus

amm‘iﬁiﬁ’ Father are one'. -One of the prominent
, Sw—r L - 5




