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"IWHAT IS YOUR RELIGIOUS FAITH DOING TO YoUu?"

Ephesians 2:8-10

INTRODUCTION:

Some time ago, a s to some students in an

e Jurvs a5 aa

American College in Beirut, Le In that body of students, thére
were representatives of somq\iéﬁdifferent reiiéiiZf—;;;;;;j_‘£n fact, the
minister claimed that you could gggl_zhgig_ggi;hﬁ_h;iggﬁéag at one another.
Beipg_a_mise_gén, he began his address by saying,ﬂ&'m qg;_gping_gg_ggk

one of you to change your religious faith. (E;g) I am agking eggh one of
-
. L4 . 4 ; .
you to face this question honestly. Egat is your rellglous faith d01n§

to you? They were ready to argue for their faith. They were ready to

defend it. DBut what an entirely different story they had to tell on the
plain of experience. What they were asking to say that their religious

faith was actually doing for them.

This is for us to raise and for us to think about -
4

)is your religious faith doinE Eo 5%;., There is, of course, many things
that fa;;h_nau_dn_forﬁeﬁ. And I could list some of these things. Faith

can give us a deep Qg%g;ggéigya I feel, and I believe, we are happy people

because we are followers of the Galilean. There is an old hymn they used

ringing in heart. And a peace

from you never will depart. Walk the straight and narrow way, live for Jesus

veryday, he will keep the Joy bells riugin in your heart,
-— :
Yo @y eock Meéa&éﬁ— ’
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Now that is what religlous faith can do for us -7 ut joy in our hearts.

e

And yet, when we look at some people today - they have such a gloomy appearance-

and they are so pessimistic. That they believe that God is gloom.
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It seems as there areeole who have just enough reliiion to make
Aem unha They have just enough belief in God, just enough idea about
‘-é-—&%' —_—

the moral law, and just enough vision al.)\out the mq‘:r_:_a_tl._ life, and just enough

faith in life that they cannot live like the Bﬁﬁgs around them and be happy

about it.

Now there ar@?e’w&_’who talk about Heaven - and they ought to do so
e S

with the light of glery on their faces. There are other people who talk about

lell. 4And they ought to do that. In a way that they will invite others from

itl

There are some people who havreligion and faith to make them

L~ niserabley But @oLenough of the reality of faith that brings joy. Do you

know the parable of the érodigai_} son, ended on the note of j;i?

Amfgiour religious faith is doinﬁ anythin@ for you -@‘U.JJ_SDLLML&L
feog_x_'age) in your life. It will@_zgu_ in the hard_p_l_a$5 of life.

4
President{ Eisenhower)once said, this I did, for no other reason — than I believed
-_———'7 —

it to be the right thing to__go.“ It took courage, it took faith, to make a

—

decision like that.

We need a faith that will stimulate us with a spirit of good will.

jsometime ago of an eldgrly couple - way up in thejr 80's.

ome for the aged, hgught they would go out on a date:

They lived in a
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Have dinner and go to a mo\ movie. So they did! The gentlemen yas dressed

and ready to go_on Lige. Mﬁbe home, all came and

helped the lady ggt dressed. They put a little corsa e on her dress. A little

r_:ﬂ];gn_in her E?_E-’-' And then said to her, that when - she must

tell them everythj that happened. Evggith/h;gl The coupl@round 5530
i _“r_@"’

—— T T

and had dir@f. They went to an early show, and they came back to the home

around 10:00,P. 1I

That was enw gentlemen - up to bed he J_alen./ But the ladies_.
gatt}f:;ed around the other lady,: and they asked her c did hed’l what did

he saxrwhat did he__‘d}land what did he .§y Andd, do you know something

/
- I had to slap him three times.
e % ————

- 0020w

7’
s — they asked whaft_ha enedZ what happenedf (She)said,] I thought

Now when we talk about whae=T r is doing to us - one thing
about it,é:zwill‘stimuate usZand it willw in our lives.
— —— E——

I heard th&out a young man on a college campus and join in a

@ to_make iog anf Why, he was going to cleap up the city and
¢._..._._.—.————=~7
the nation. He was against all of this pollution. His|Ef theg came up to him
_________,_,d_-q?

afterwards - after he had made his speech. And said s nt”I'm so_glad to hear

you say that. Now let's beﬁin in your own room at home. ///
— e N —m—

-

Did you not know, that is precisely where faith begins.




number What happened. The jacket ended buttoned up incorrectly. So it is

- the s Ltarting Eoin§ for Christian l:Lv:Lng is th. And that is what we are

talking about tonight. It is faith - what is it doing in you.

DEs harkus Do J became a grwﬁlam in life. After he went to the

and after he was oréiiix_ed - he waite five years|lbefore being called to
a church. In a statement about that twnce, he wrote - I did nQf Lhrow
myd_at the angels. Le gave that time to fw and more JEEMration

which must be the reason for the strong writings, which nearly a century later,

are so highly regarded.

anctl. is faith.‘.' ohn Patton yas a misdlonary to the South Sea Isl%ngis.

And was trying to trww Testament into the native tongue. le came

to the vg_q;.:dq faith)- and he could not find a word in their language that would

match. TFinally, one day, one of the g o/ friends came by where he lived. lie was

ver( tired/ and

AN
weig‘nt on this chair,.

’.
e sat down on a chair and said. [It is so good to cast all of you
—— T —— T RIS

And Patton said,fI've got 9 all of your weight upon

Jesus Christ.’ And so he translated that word, faith as putting your whole weight

i TR E ST

on Jesus Christ.

No e understand that statement, then(ug)cgp.clearly undersiand.liov
2 man is saved.s Whether or not you have any religious faith at all. There are
——EE

s0 many ways that you hear people talk about faith and religion in our society.
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I am not surprised at all, that many people are confused about the real way,

the true way, and how we can know that we are hearing so many voices. And some

of these voices our forefathers did not hear.

But in our day, in our generation, by television - we are hearing about

fastern religions,dall kinds of ismg - and somebody has said was and spasms.
fgster religions)all kinds of isug b wasus. and spasns

That spring up in all kinds of places, and some people will believe just about

anything. And some people will join everythipg that comes along. If it is some

new twist, or offers some glamour or show-business aspect. DBut let us now get

back to something about the Christian revelatlon. tm a man know his Lo;sl

.En a man be 57111 a man have a rlght relationship with Chrlst.’;
=

There are several thJ. s that are here implied.

I. A DESPERATE NEED

Lvery man has a need to know Christ

First of all,(fan)

in his heart. It is the only thing that will help this society of ours today

and it will be for men to have the right kind of heart. Now this is not something

that I have said. mgza_bwe,}n man's heart. We are living in

desperate times. Times when Q eedI: eacelwith God. And the need to have

a vic't_:_g_ry. We need to know how, through faith, that our religion can become

——

P

effective.

come into this world wit And because we are sinners, we have a
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desperate need. DBecause of this desperate need - we have all kinds of men doing

all kinds of things today, and you can read in the newspaper about pecple all over
"

this world. Who are having all kinds of experiepces. And they are not_embarrassed
~ V e

=

or ashamed of it.

Do you ever get used to sin - now God doesn't. But it shows the situation

we are in. By the way we put up with it today.
A ;

I

Now abog‘tigi{s desger%te need - that the Bible gives you
/
}/a dear understanding, of these-things is this -{not ev i i o]
bg S‘m, d}_. Now you can talk to‘ people tody, who will tell you that God is

g@/_,df God is a IOWOd. He is not going to let W to Hell. Well,
J

you haven't read the Bible.,
e T

Because Jesus gpoke ﬁ;_'ce>as much about eternal punishment as he did about

He’%n.. The Bible says that men who are lost without Jesus Christ, are lost
\'Z

eternally. And not everybody is going to be saved.

/3 :
y I'11 tell you@\thing_z It seems to indicate here - that_there arefmore

pciogle who are going to bﬂ lost than are going to be saved.’ Jesus said this - there
is that leads to life. And there is a ‘- that leads to

destruction. And many are in it. The Bible makes it clear - that there are a

lot of people that are going to be lost.

) S
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3 ~— A third thing that the Bible clears up is, thww

@d.f; Jesus saild that, there will be some who

——

— g

miracles. Didn't we call you Lord, Lord.

And he is going to say to them - that I never knew you. And yet, here are
going to be people who will say, and will do that. And yet, they have never

trusted him as Lord and as Saviour.

;f___, A fourth thing, that is going to happen, t‘neat will make it

W [fZ
clear - is that there will befno_chance )for man to be saved after he dies. llow
—— MISMETEORCE = S Iy

there are people preaching this doctr_:gx_ya today. Well, I just believe that God

is going to gi&wg. I just don't believe that a loving God would

let anybody go to Hell, God will give him another chance, maybe - he just didn't
— =

understand it right. Or maybe he can_get halfouygy to Heaven. And God is going

to get the message to him, and he will believe.

Now the. never indicates that in the slightest realm, and anybody who

teaches that has not looked at the world of God. It is@going to be that way.
wa

The Bible says this - it is appointed unto Lk m% But after that,
&7
w,’ Now Jesus told a @bout a(richyman., He went to Hell. And

the poor man went to Heaven. Both were conscious = both of them moved in the same
o e =

realm. And they were going to occupy eternity. So the Bible was clear. When the

Dible talks about man's desperate need and some very awful things are stated

( / .
about man - it says that man is a sinner. That man's singby omiSSiSF"f that is by
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putting it off. Man's sins by un‘neligﬁ. Man's sins by lawlessness’/ue sins
by his rebellion against ggg. Man is a sinner. And this is a desperate need

that a man has. AEE_EEEE_EEBEES: And that's the picture that you have. And
religious faith doing for yop., Has it taken care of that sip. That
t ¥

you know about, in your life. Or have you tried to cover it over in a pious way.

By joining some church that doesn't even mention the Gospel in this way.

o

7 II. SOME DECEIVING SUBSTITUTES

——
- Sy

Wow as we think about your religious faith and what it is doing - I want to

say two or three things to you about the substitutes that people use in their

religion. Which is helpless when it comes to salvation.

There are some deceiving substitutes for salvation.

Did you know thwm. Almost everything that

E‘(ﬁ,made is good. But did you know that the Devil has pe-rjg_xj,ed all of these

good things and he has turned them into rebellion against God. For instance, God

made us to worship. But the Devil will try to perve;} that. God made bezgty

but the Lord created that to be admired, But the Devil takes it and perverts it.

Satan comes in all of his forms and offers substitutes - he has some of these

substitutes ready in the realm of religion.
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Now there are sowho will say, but

Don't you know that nearly every American will say that he is religfous.

aref all\religious.

// — The first thing is, thatfone religion//is as good as another., A man will

say, yes, you have got §}}_5}3g§pf religion. So you can just say that any

rg&igigg_iﬁ_gg_gg%ﬁ gg-ggz_ggbggf%;nd. That is one thing that you can say about

it.

Another thing you can say about religion is, that man is<?éligious by

nature.s Man is always going to worship something. And whatever you say that
) P

man is going to become a worshipper of God because it has been set in his heart.

Another thing you can say about religion is, that(religion is mig'g uaiard
reach for God/ Men are going to reach for God - that is religion. But the thing
~===:==-—-7; =

we are talking about here is — your religious faith. But that is not Christianity.
And the Devil will substitute - he will make you religious in order to send you to

Hell. lle doesn't want you to be tied up into Christianity and Christ Jesus. Now

that is a terrible, (deceiving substitute.
i

2 _,.65%%%%335 all, he will substitutdq ba tism.//And there are people who will say,

well, I got baptized, We ought to get baptized. But baptism will not carry us to

—

Heaven.
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How there are really‘:é_)_kiggs of baEtism that are wrong. One is, the
!
1 . - = S -
baptism of a (‘-@ One who doesn't have a chagéi of heart and a chance to
trust Jesus. DBecause the baptism does not make the bqa—a-ch—:istian, and I am
sure - agree with this. It dowa Christian, just to baptize
him. It doesn't make him grow as a Christian person.

o be saved) Some who

The o&%@s?- that you have to be

believe that you have to do. this. Well, you have got to trust, you have got to

do this - but they say, you have gow-ized before you can go to lleaven.

<

Did you know something, tha@ accepted Jesus Christ as_his Saviour

___———‘—7'
and as his Lord, the Bible says that he was fille Holy Spirpit —-

he was bagj;_j_ze.d../
!

Why, and . could you be lost — not_saved ;ﬁ;, and be filled with the ﬂgiy

Spirit. Well, if you believe that you have got to be baptized to be saved, you'll
- '?s.

have to run back and check on the book of Acts.

Read about Paul's(conversion!_and check it out. See that it says that the

Holy Spirit filled him, and came upon him, when they layed hands upon him after

1

he had trusted. The scales fg_}% from his eyes and he was filled with the Holy

Spirit. Then he was - and that is what the Bible says, and baptism won't save

you. You get baptized when you are saved.
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3 ~ Another substitute that Satan makes is gfmatte People will

say that I have got religion Iw,it. I really am very sincere

about my religion. Now sincerity is a wonderful thing but it can get you into

trouble, For example, tl ho went the wrong way and scored

two points at the beginning of the game, and g rattled - that the game was

won by those typ points., Now he was sincere - he was scoring for his school, but
LU

that was not what counted,

Another thing that Satan uses to deceive us with, is theétter of good

works.a There are lots of people who say, well,qg_ﬁgxg_;ﬁ;ig;gp‘ Lam full of
L B 5 RS RN i )

god, workss DBut a religious person ought to be full of good works. But if you

have a church of good works. Amnd if your church has ten services every day,
- " p—

and you attended all of these services, and you were nice to your neighbors and

your friends, and worked on all kind of bo in the ¢ d the cultural

things in the community, and you worked around good people. And you liked to
fellowship with these nice people, well, you could do this and still be a lost

person. The Bible says that good works will never take us to Heaven.

Once, in a

Gl mnt,
off Bishop lanningy

to God's plan foy/the future - went into

 pook. fFaith Tn God))

I remember reading a story out of the life

- time of great depression and doubt

e e

a lﬁokstore)to purchase a

The clerk called up to the and shortly a loud v-o/icg called down -

Manning's Faith In God, all gone.

The BifEEE’£§£0¥d6d that it was a rich les§§n for his soul. For he realized
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that faith was the thing that was needed, and if faith was all gone - he was

in a bad, bad way.

There is another thing in which we are deceived through and that is

dr_eformation. > There are people today who talk gbout reformation. There are

people who say, I led a bad %Efe - you know, drinking, gambling, and all kinds
-r——,—?—\

of things that you could think of. And then one day, I decided, and I said

well — I am going to chanﬁe. I am going to straighten up. I am going to go

straight. 1 am going to fly right. I am going to quit drinking, sqe&igg,fand
/ —

gambling, I am going to quit running around with ths*;zowd. And I am going to

stay home with my wife and be a good father. And from this day forth, I am going

\
to begin to live a good life.

You may be able to see what has happened here, He really has changed. And

that man begins to say what a good man I am. I've reformed my act, and now I

know that I am alright.

It is good to {EEEEE_XQQ; act. It is good to ange. It is good to do nice

Gecausd e
! >
what, you'd sa;, @ a good man ;ﬁm. ¢ Look, here is hw%d. And

look what I have accomglished. And I've got to Heaven through my own goodness.

i y o H - know
things. But it won't take you to lleayen, > _Heaven - you

What a deceiving thing — he will look at Jesus and say, this is the way I

got here.
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ITI. THE DIVINE WAY

e —

Liere is a deiBEEEE%;9£Ed’ deéfizfgg_iggge;tute, but here is a divine way.

is your religious faith doing in youy, Let us think about the divine way.

Which Christ gives - for by grace are you saved, and not of yourselves -
e ——

through faith it is the gift of God.

} - Thehing that a person has to do isfrepentd, As he begins the journey
——— T

with the Lord. Now that word repent is made up of ords.

'ggééfj/1; means a<change of feeli%g> Seé%bdf/; change ofﬂdirection’) LCE

means &e-be sorry.- Not that you got caught in sin, not only recognizing that

you are a sinmer. DBut saying Lord, before you, I am a sinner - and T am Sorry.

A (man _has to begin to sense some gué;t, some losses, some separation,

some alienation from a holy God. For he has sinned against Heiggp, and against
— -

Heaven only. As far as God is concerned. That man is lost because he has simned

against the holy God. Therefore, it takes_repentance. And repentance is j%E;;gggg

of directi?€>
M
A{chgge of mind! a change oE hearti, a change that he'll regret and his

sorrow is in it.

Jesus said, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish,
—-_—\-\‘_;



— I remember reading a

14—

John the Baptist came preaching repentance. So if you are going to come
A2

into faith in Jesus Christ, you must first have repentance.
7

——
@ M old, he is a pastor down in
Orlan_Mgg._d_a. How he was a Junior in High School, and he had a young

teacher., And she was a fine person. And he always( calleé_:h__is teacherg Miss,

As he was properly taught-.at home. But one day, the\lﬂl__rang,

or lirs, or Mr.
and he was going outside. He walked by and he said, T'11 see _you Elizabeth./!
(S'Whag did you ggg.lim Henry. He said, see you Elizabeth..( She said, my name is

not Elizabeth to you young man, I said, wil_]:‘_j:hat was what was in front of

our last . It says your first n is Elizabeth. She said, you are a
y A5t name ys you ane > ¥

student and you may call me Mrs. And he said, it a free, , I can do

el

vhat I yapt-to do. And she said, it sure is free, It is a free country, and

y°u.23§m§£22»2£5g3=5ff391 until you learn to say Mrs.

low those were the ggod ole days when schools were schools and they put the

fear of the Lord in you. And your parents didn't ask you what the.feacher.did
e —

wrong. They @asked,(whap/did you do wrong/ But Jim Henry said he wasn't about

——

lle said, alright, I'll stay after school. And all of his buddies

to zepent. | :
went out and just left him., And he just sat there and so did Elizabeth.
L= —— e

W d and sat. The day grew longer and longer. Then he
nis;i.,—an we sa an wef EM g

said, the greaééo__%_ﬂ;[gt in his mind begin to generate. I knew that sometime

my mother and father was going to come home, and I wasn't going to be there. And
‘.—’--"-—-—__

I knew the next thing they would ask was, how come you were late coming lhiome from
l——

school. And then I knew the third produc that kind of decision, so I pressed

it as long as I could, and I repented E said‘ Miss Kate,|I want to tell you that
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)
I am sorry. That I won't call you that anymore. ;>
e o ————— v

llow, he said - in all honesty, there was @ much emotional repentance
% ————Sma— ‘!!!—-———!--"--féijvﬁ

in that = but he hintellectual rE His heart still said you

are Elizabeth. But his mind was saying, you are a Mrs.

So she leE EEE go. liome. Dut she was not going to offer him any help

until there came a repentance.

Now that is something that the Lord can't do anything for us. He can't

move past a certgin point. He can lead us. He can ceawict us. Ile can guide
us. He can help us. To see, to help us tq get to a certain place. But God

says — this is all I can do. You've got to say, I am sorry Loxrd. I have sinned
against you. Before repentance takes place. And if you are going to be saved

by faith in Jesus Christ, there has to be the element of repentance in 1t.

You are going to have to repent.

i g [
2 — The next thing I want to say about the divine way is, you have go W

to be saved!{ God never saves Jou aggiqgt his will, A man has to say, Lord, I
T ey

want you.

Now you don't want to get married to someone who doesn't want to be wmarried

-
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to vou., Who doesn't want to have lovers who doesn't love him. He loves us
already. And it is up to us, to want to turn and say, Lord, I am sorry. And
— 7 -

I want you as Lord and Saviour, of my life.

enber came forward to Jesus, and said - Lord,

I want to follow you. What does it takeffrne had a long list of things - like

keeping the Comyﬂp_ents. Hon:'r}ng,hi; father and mother. Not committing

adultery, being a rich l_goxJ - I remember that some members of the church probably

said, well, let's fill out a‘card.én him. We already have three jobs in the

church picked out for him. DBut Jesus sgj.i, you sell all that you have and follow

me. He went away sorrowful - do you know why. DBecause Jesus saw the man's heart.

And Jesus offered, but he wasn't willinE to give his heart.

liow there are lots of people in this world that love things - they love

——

their ca!r_::s, their boatg, their hous;s - they love everything more than they
,

love the things of God. And God says@ﬁw mO}e than anything
or anyone else in the world, Q are not fit to be in my kingdom.

.— Another thing, if you are going to come the divine way,ﬁgou've got to trust
J%sus Ch;E9 Forour text says. That is what God does - who he is.

We can't even define grace. We talk about unmerésgd favor. We don't deserve

it, God simply loved us that much. And he says it is through faith.

The vehicle is faith, and faith is trust. All the way through the Bible -
" 7

from beginning to end, it is faith, trust, belief.

And Jesus wants the whole

heart.
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All you need to do is trust Jgsus, and say Lord - be mercy for me a sinner.
Z =

That is the prayer of a contrite heart. We must recognize that Jesus is who he
3

is and trust him. Now that's the joy of being a Christian. The trust is not a

set of rules, not a creed, but it is a person.

That is hard for us, isn't it. @a-. it so hard that we try our own way.
{

And there are people who try to do it their own way. M Becwt_a_s'_usl,iied

il
on the ¢ross and paig what we owed, In his own body.

@u know (what! the/:ross‘ means. Lt means two things - fMat man is
< N
a(sinner) Mnd this is what iéosh God, His son'.

The second thing it peans is, that Go.

When you trust him, you receive him as Saviour, The wages of sin is death,
— ("'_*

and the gift of God is eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Eph. 2.

That God's gift is salvation when we receive it.

And you can say, L've got to takey into my heart. I've got to say, Lord,
”

I believe., I've got to receive.
e

/

there is no other name given unto men whereby we must be saved. ”
— — g

Only in Jesus Christ. A Christian is a Christ truster, and follower.

—
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in Christ as a grown man. And then when he
il
met Jesus Christ, u One night, he went to his

father = his father was way up beyond his 60's. Ille sat there and talked to

-

him and shared with him some of the'vérses [¢)
e —

About trusting Jesus

to be saved. 4And he(;;;;;>him, now wouldn't you like to receive this wonderful
(o e Bl =

=

gift which God holds out to you. He just looked - and he said, all you have to

7/
do is reach out, take it, receive it eﬂg_zggent of your sins. And trust him

- wouldn't you do that. He said, I don't w if T ready for that or not.

7
And then he said,(fiow)much longer do you think you have to live.' lle said, I
- e

don't know. Well, you could die tonight. He said, that's right. Then he

—
called his w;fe - come in here. I want you to be in on this. Then he looked
him straight in the eyes and said, yes, I'11 take Je and got down
e
on his knees and prayed - Lord, I am a sinner. g:;&ou will have me, take me.

Come into my heart. I want you, Come into m me. He got up
Augged his wife and said, 1'11 be in_church on Sunday. When the inyitation was

given, he made a decision that was ﬁublic. And was baptized.
£ 2

But .that man said, was this - he said, you know I hai/;en a member!of

a church many, many years, but I haq:never reallgﬁgiven my heart to Jesus Christ. Christ.
@EEQ is _your rellﬁlous faJ.Eh doing in zou.,?

Years after that experience, the preacher was in the eritical unit of the
and he heard an invitation, and someone led him to this friend. What
——— £

e

are you ng'here. The man said, my old ticker is giving me trouble again.
- Re——

—_——

Awe, he says,

n, you'll be out of here in no time. They tell me they are going
- -

o,

to roll me into anqéﬁgg;:ggm_aixel;gﬂhiég. And so, they had a pgggggﬁnngggher.

.,

And before the Preachgx;lgfb\\he said, come here - I want to tell you something.

You know what(ZE;f? not going back home.) No, I'm not going over there in that
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other room, I'm going—wp—thexe., Well, the _nurse, just said you are going in the

next room, lle says, I am going up there. That %, he got a call after he

had been home for abouLWr. And heard the news that he had gone up there.

———

But he repented, and he twist.
@M)&-ﬂ&;. In Jesus Christ. Ask him to forgive you and to come
Pl

into your heart right mow. It can be done. If you mean business with God.

God means business with you. What is your faith doing in you.

There is an old @ b £ @ hat was drifting long after the crew had

fallen in ixj’%m. When a passing shig was sighted, they signaled for water.
1) if T

The reply came, drog zour buckets where you are. No action was taken by the

thirsty crew who thought that was mockery. The sewp seeing no action,

—

signaled again. You are in the wide mouth of the Amazon - which is fresh water,

drop your buckets where you are. For miles, the mighty Amazon flows fresh water

——
——

into the o_% At its mouth. In what they thought was _’s‘a;t;,water had come

abundant fresh life-giving water.

All is not despair. We live in a world of sin. But all about is the grace

=
of Cod which is ours for the taking. And the first point of this fact, is faith

to believe.



