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@would this do? you mesn by that? Now he might NENT-F A

méke a(Btandsrd generalization or second he myw&. ’ .
€ ; Not all o‘ the dgfi.cgt sspects of witnessing are to be

WINNING THE HHBD ONES
l / Luke 19:1~10

time with a church member, QOr +hird, the person whoChASRALICVodREE FE . Ll - .Sl Pe,
d within the Chr:l.lthn. BEven thgfmost dedicatedy interested
everything he has heard about czhurch members through the years. f'*:;,. oflin 4 { g -
‘Seul-vinoer will be discowrssed. By the kind offresponsep that

Ve have some: fellows on: the

today who come along wvery day [
F'__l % ?‘:‘ xo«:\.vu.
21 they sagJ about church membors, . They f e D )

\ Whon you talk to people about bhrist, you will discover
| are ites. Infacf, there sre noné righteous exgept | =
l — ~ T

| those who speak.

and if you listen t

' ) The world today shows

) Y OV Bl L ' i
| an 1nd11’feronoe) to_v_i_tll_z_'gug;on as in the early centuries. The
Whatever is behind this stetement is. the thing that we - Rk

1 Ch utiam were pergecuted because they held thet religion was

should sgek to uncoveg. We mug; t do our best to undemstand what N

f mpor tant "o life. In contrast todey, the churches are c;ny.
i3 )"

isireally behind: this excuse: ' B e it
 We have freodom of worship without fear,

We m1wht<how them!that th is might be true, There are 5‘ ok ]
But the thing that frightens yg today is the @f-centered)

, hypocrites.  Second, we might s how them th (F 4" i
mesa in the world in which we live. e put God on_the cirgum~

3 }v

Third we might show them

objections « There is cgnterf i Ve

ference., And this is really the opposite of r:.ght Q]gnéi\yuth

@_e'iindividual responsibiliti € - Romans 231, 1L2l2, 1 Peter

to reacheople by

.od. We make it man-centered. Bhurches

)-“170 o A
: | telling them how good re instead of cellin for the death
/ What about the excuse ’- T don'; Eﬁl igye all the Bible, . ) .
Now are we to just defend. the s.crint}res_without finding out (_.:’T' 243 ‘
. o We find that our people we approach are(pre-occupie;&witp
what's behind this statement? It meay be in the ce to :;a{ g |
‘a. lot of important things. People csll themselves succesges or

Ny /

zet rid>of you; it may Toe a confession of resl dcnorance.
. \failures on the basis of the money they make or certain goals |
ABg it may be that he is. confused pecause of somebody's ‘ Sl e '

| they reach, In terms of ho , cars, boats, furniture. In
o s o T

it may be some f R
: | other words ,(phgs:.cal secur;i_;g') ; .
d it seems has ‘ :
! Jesus had an interview wit And weé should find

a difficulty between science a the Bibles Ask himiwhat he !
4 lencouragement for here was & man living in an evil world, And

writing ebout the lost beooks of the Biblg,

——

s
. person who has had:a course or —bw
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: _
yet, if we check his life clesely, we will discover that No WRE S listed, V¥ ght be b ? Different people may use

a_hard one Lo win,

We ought ’m(gbam some)of the responses which different

people have made when approached about becoming a Christian, ."

a8 ' A

I give you this illustratjon first. One Thursdgyy night, Mrs, %
_———_'—p ¢ i -.‘i

ohn Jones\had made a_profession of faith in Christ, And had
) AR ,
asked for bellsyers baptism. So on Fridsy morning the pastor
"l
went to vi her husbiwd in the shop. And invited him %o the
‘ s'l

baptismal service. As he talk®d to him about the wife's deci= "8
|

sion he diseovered that the man was not™g Christisn, And 'bei‘d_‘

he could say snything else, the man said, & 1'd 13
be & Chrisfian more then anything 1 know; but I can'ts My buss ;

néss takes. gll of my time," 3

Now Mr, Jones'! excuse is Jjust om_gf_myy that can be gi*:r‘e--

4
|

for not following Uhrist. : B

o

e Lot

The Christian who witnesses to people will hear some

excuses., . are some of the excuses most often heard? Or
s 0 =

Sn—— — —

most often given? Could you mention some of those &t this poin
——-———/’

ool

iWhat about I am good enough alread I couldii't hold out.

e
There are too many hypocrites in _t_h_e_ghm;ﬁh. I don't sccepl all

of_the Hikle, There are some things I need to straichten out

firsts Or not now. Or Synday is my only dey. off. !

.
NowA evalus te)these ‘exeuses and responses that we have just
—_—

et .

| low tha t@a,

different excuses or the same _eny;a. A person may use the same

wacuse and yet have ’a('giﬁ'srent ]nggg. For that excuse.
- For exsmple the excuse, Ehe ohurch is full of hypocrifbes-.s

'_ want you to leave him a%one.

He's traying. to get you te jugt be still. Or he mey be thinking

| that a@mmww:) individual,

But remember an excuse ofiten hides the real.prgblem,
The

Let us take this epproach,

talked to her., What did she

. Her_ﬁ}_:_l‘g;e, her many husbands.
She even brought.up the matder of worships

Now if we are going to deal with this excuse and.other

excuses, should we justlégtch m.tsl with them? Or are we

supposed to be witnessing of what God has done through Chitist?

e should renmwmmmm&émmda@ '
We must remember also that an excuse may not he answered
the_game way every time. 'We might memorize a sngn@rd answer,

But two people may have s different viewpoint concerning thése
/4

excuses that people give. There are

oerites in the church,

Now ‘we would(l_i_._}ge to retaliste)and say to the person, well, you 4
aren't perfec# yourgelf. Well, that would be true in 3 way but

it wouldn't be the easy, wj.i_e_, most likely thing to do.

Why would you say to a person like that?

o



duals.®

name which meant'pure.
—— —

— —

‘But.he wes a long ways frem answering

his'mether!s: prayer. #$he fulﬂllmnt was disappointments He

had even'abondoned the religion ofchis: father, o

He had/bid on & jobland had been awsrded the tax collector sl
¢ - !

job and he reose to the/chief' collector.: He was brw,
a liar;'a tr/an.nr, a robber, and.a s
New just suppose someone had:put his name onfs Sunday

school prospect csrd and turned it :u? What do you’think the

reaction would have been?

D ngoe_t q;_khe .Biblg may be confused

bto the state that a man needs and of Cod's requirements.

;f‘(does perhaps - drinking, gsmbling.

Suppose Zagcheus' name had been pregented~at’brayer mesting
>
for somebody to_pr That he miph&%e iiled.\‘L‘Vcrything
would hzve been qulet. “
*'Vx.I;Y town has its quota of Zaccheuj;s. They never attepd;

they never show any 1nterest, they work at JObS that thrch
Pos

people question. And he not only does not have any c'ontact with

the church but he doesn't Want any contact with the church,

you spposes Jesus and Zaccheus got #Hogether? ,

s the thing that caused Zeccheus to went o see Jesus
v 4‘%
We might suggest some of them at this poink.

Some people have felt that ib wﬁs guriositg_)— That this

might have gotten him out of his office dinte the stréets .But it

1 ]

’:laws should be kept.

‘relationsbigs withlife, with yourself,

Now this question

oy oF

wu ecripturc here and thgre. Through the book

spired book which.desls with the redemption, And it comes bacl

&4

—

Whs t about theststement = I am good enough alresdyd This i

d of a negative view, Goédness, in cedtein things which he

Now a good answer here :‘ﬂ.‘l‘.@h’:&i1

— R —

“be th(rieh young rulerz. Jesus called him to follew him but we
;-oee thet God is the seurds of goodness and not men, The extberna)

Then a person sees sin as wanting his.own
waX__i‘)stead of God's way, it is not difficult., To g’et hm to

agree that all have sinned and come short of the ,gloﬁ'{ of God.

You might ask thik manfdo you really feel tha: : .
apd with others, you have

lived up to all God intended for xm;‘ 3 Now that would be diffi-

cult for you to say I have.

There may be other excuses that will come up such“'u’E “an

too great a sinner,

Well, we show them t,hat they are ginners.
id

Wil

4
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Romans 5312+ We show them that no one is too grest a sinner te o'
ans pil Bp.pae da, feo grgs -

be saved, 'We show them how to be saved, And use! ths plan of

salvation.

The excuse, 'I am waé E% g to make myself be’bter;s We should;
.|
show_ them that God requires.not moral fitness, b Show

them the need of being-savediat ences _(Isaiah_é:lS,_Ephesians A

2:8=~9) 35954 (g i W
There are those.who say-‘I Show them

that: God- wi wer thems.{(Hebs 7225):(Eph. 1:19-21) We

could show them: the result of rejections (Romans 6:23)  Show the

what Christ.can dos

What about the escus% I gan't hold out) Show them that th

cannot hold-eut in their ewn strength: (John 15:5)

Show them

that' they must approprisdge dévine strength.

them #hat unbelievers de not have security.

—————

(Eph, 228, John 10:28-29)

But a belisver CLOGB'!'

! In here is anjunlike

What about the hard one who says nhaﬁl have btoo much to

givye up to becope a Christian?\ Could we not show them that it

ig better o give up anything than to-be lest forever. (Mark

8336).  Show them that Ged does not require-us to give up any-

thing that is.for our highest goods ' (Psalm:8l4:1l, Romans B8:32)

—

==,
the improper business. (2 Cor. 9:8, Pro.3:6) Show them that

God makes provision for life, (1 i L:8)

"

The excusefl em afraid I shall leose m Show them
that Christ is se friend. (Pro. 18:2h) «John 15:15).  Show
them that God lesds in the ch;ice of Uhristian friends, Show

then the consequences of chcoosing Christ-~less companions. Show

them the blessedness of serving God thoughiit mean the loss of
loved ones = so cslled friends,

Ruth) left her folks, the Mobites

Tell, such excuses[as I shall be gersecuted‘ This is' the

experience of all true CMns. (John 15:18) But it's a

Y glorious privilege to be presecuted for Christ's sake, (Matt,5¢1]

‘.'
\
|

(1 Peter 1:5) Show &

Aets 5340).

These different emcuses we might evaluate. Concerning what

Really involves,

§ church membersﬁip should mean to Christians,

- gpisode. Thabe is no

word better to describe them than unlikely.

’Jericho.] It was & wealthy town, large palm

It commanded both the approach to Jerusslem and the

The town was

—

g forests.,
| crossing of the eiver which gave access to the lands east of
|

Jordan,

=

I cannot be a Christian in

What about the fellow who says

nmy-present business?

and show them that grace will be supplied to relinquish maybe

e

It was a most importent taxation center of all Palestine,

| Now the time wes’in the evening before the cru.diﬁ%pn.

We have to.show them that this is posolble J esus moved back into Jerusalem, With such tensien as the cruci-

‘ fuuon, it is a wonder that Jesus would tske time for one 1nd1m
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For many men have been shipwrecked at this points N would not have like otten him the tree, There may be other
e b - < ey vt - . i+ il S " elbes > ” P gt Jile ’:

in trij:ttyf_myaho might be called @ pan whe was in the
‘1;%‘ ey maccessfully aveided exposure and yet thers were

zood streaks.in Zacche7u's as there are in almost/every men, Jesus|

ssibilities sugpested.

out Jesus, They perhaps were goed friends; latthew being ai
¢ collector, He undoubtedly was acquainted with Zaccheus. And

coming down'the street, the Lerd of glory;  Zaccheus.a short man |

up the sycamore trep. And Jesus inviting him; By saying I'm
going home with you, I-dmagine the crowd regretted to spe dbous

‘he became a (Q_].;,QWer of Jesus, he may have writien Zaccheus

old, him about his new master. Some of the best oppor tuni-

make such a cheice; such a deeisien, . Christ @pberaqg‘bg‘.gwt h o bhet individuals have to witness asre to those that they hav

deoor of Zaccheus' house, - The king of Heasven and Earth and now ontact with in work, These close tiss along occupational lines

site«down and: this was-the dey of salvatien for Zeaccheus, he closer sometimes than those we have with our neighbors.

Zaccheuscresmngg] %ﬁ Jesus, THe group praised the. Sawdewc . Zaccheus, may have7hem_ in the third place, that Jesus was
before were.net qriticixdng him, Jesus practically traded a E@nﬂ of p&bl:l.cgnn) And sinners. Now to the Jews the w@ord
& — g

whole town for one person, Jesus mst have bpthered and gone publican was right, on the seme level with sinner, . They felt tha

out.of his wsy, to win Zaccheus, . The crowd now felt: about Jesus | it was alright to lie, to a robber and @ t ax collector. And th

as they felt sbout Zasccheus before. ; ‘were certein that God would not have anything to do with a tex

Another question we might think on is ere some of the | collector. So the Jews felt that Jesus' association was inem-
exd that Zacchey eceived silvatign? What were some |cussble, That it discredited Jesus. That he wanted to be a
of the changes? In his Iife that had taken place? friend to the publiéans.

Of course, there was the idea to‘get; now it 1s to give. Fourth, there could have been al< inner hunger Ehich his
He stated his intention. For Zaccheus received him jgﬁ% wealth and power had not satisfied, Many people set goals for

( .
He received Jesus inte his house and by his conduct he showed themselves in life but when they are attained, they find an
that he had received Jesus as his Saviour, . emptiness, No man will ever be completely satisfied outside of
y the purpose and plan of God for his life.
For receiving was not a passive thing., . Itiwas something : ! :
Occasionally there is s tendency not te witness to pepple

that| involved actiorhon the: paxrt; of Zaccheus.: ! What did he say
e g

-

| |
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who are well-educated,.cultured, rich or Eowerg@.- Lo
v——h_

with Gods 'This dealing with Zaccheus should mske us. more.
confident about speaking to peeple like this.

Wha tever the reason, Zaccheus had a desj

The best desire any person ¢can have ds to have a ri
ship with Ged.

thought sericusly about this.

That the hply spirit working

ine their hearts. : ; o

Among the problems, were the problems tb;auﬁﬁﬂl% 3

hedp " In potiing to saeulasus: Wel
Cpr TS US

in the street, he still couldn't see

one slse, the people: might have moved back for him and let him =

go- through.

had: to resort to was o 'ge elimb a tree,

the invitation? What kind of invitation did

gone unnoticed (5 %6)5 and no doubt the people underneath the
—

tree were shemting theii' abuses at him, But Jesus was not

desirous to have the approval of the crowd, He called Zaccheus
by name and asked him to come down the tree, announced his

intentions of spending the night in his house.

Few persons who have not at some time or anothe

| ends it with thou ; the. donl. vy T R

When he go

If he had been any-§

But he was a little man, he had no friends, and he

experience of grace, needs forgivensss,

Jesus give Zaccheus? -Zaecheus climbed t.hg tree, got up and had ‘

dovm the tree (v:é).and",nw; He ‘had

day without purpese and now he has purpose that God is ¢

his life. He had begun the day with thoughts of

We ought to make clear what the invitation ‘:l_’s. and what W/g
response must be, Many times when we invite geg@ e, we do not
make it -clear, |

We: say accent .@@mawmeﬂ

we have allowed the surrendered life to become synomous with
joining ‘the ohTFGh: ; g7 S T SR

If the invitation of Cod is feithfully given, it will be 3

| blessed, .

The purpose of God (ve8-1Q)we begin right with God is a

< g
ot

deserye; he cannot esrn it, But what happened to Zagcheus ¥as

GRS

]

not an attempt od; it was an evidence that

he had alreasdy changéd'.

The Bible says th er, ng many fine men
have been ruined by official position? Now this might weil
deserve some answers.. It's an awful'for a man to seek a govern—

ment job unless his. principles and integrity are deeply fixed. G2
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~where he would and what he could. o R o
""".,L'.i came n Jerieah Oy the lest 15.&813‘ mn

lodlower of Jesus. You know, €ome ofit

r.-".'ic nicht become fﬂ We

s_should spesk to them:bout Christ,




