This is familiar, but it is dangerousl We are 80 busy f N F.é 8 \ .V
4 fajphfully that' we do rot | INDIVIDUAL RESPUNSTSYLY John 21322
a.ettlo down to the business of following him ourselves. .

-

Some (horgeshhave tio heve b s to ' Intros - rriend onc@ dseked Daniel ilebster, "Mr. Webs :
koep them fros dis‘hractior...so they can't see off & e side you ml us the mostqimoep,-tant, thought that wlh'” ‘::::;::a 'uui
and will keep their eyes on the work ahead. Naybe we Christ- mind?" The great stategman thought a moment, and then ”130
fans need some such device, if we are to have s consmant‘ ~ "The most impertant thought that ever odcupiad my wind was :
and undisturbed loyaliy to Christ. - that of my-individual responsibiliiy to Ood."

Seeing what others hck in the way of help hindm our ' This is the truth our Tord is trying to get across to

Simon Peter, He has an individual responsibility to Ood

growth .
: A ertirely apart. from his fellawa.
Another draw back is see t aknesses and failures. | .
We then become satisfied with our owm religlous progress,=- W
complacent, st 1 5 here with the seven on th
The@‘oﬂ_ﬂdﬂ.ﬂﬂm%f otiérs become our standard instead he now tells Peter of his coming death, that ;es;zuigoiz i
of the high callirg of Ood in Christ Jesus...Christ is owr called upon to guffer a marty's death, that he would die for
example, not some mdifferent church member| the falith. ,
e o As the two talked Johg(Mthe beloved disciple", came toward
them, When-Peter saw his fellow disciple approaching he said
Mast be will...ng 10 pay the prioe of growth, (‘sl. 2320 to Jesus; "Lord, and what_shall this man do?"
Jesun said, "iird your gm business, Peter. Wit is in
"ot for ease or worldly pleasure, store for John is no affair of yours. Only see to it that
Nor for fame my prayer shall bej ' Plﬁ;h for you is carried out. o
fladly will I toil and suffer, . e master turns Peter's ut.tont:lon to h
Only let me live for thee, . cal_ﬁll'hto follew Jesus, 1%, individual
Yy 1ife, my love I give to thee, ' ' : e same is true today. 'l'ho group of student \
Thou Lamb of Cod who died for me, ' ‘ refuge from thwm::.é S5 't:xe:e in *:: n;:;gg‘;e
started a Christianemevembnt that affected the world,

Men want a cgheap Chrnitﬁ gluh_%will—ﬂm‘ Call to put his mird on his own private duty.
downe..1l you cannct say, "l am eruc ed with Christ," you : : ; |
cannot say, "Jesus is mine " ,

An agonizing Christ end an ease—senkmg disciple have ' ’ .

little fellowship.

. VY ), the aost hnportant lessons which you and Ihave to learn is
’ %o 5:24 our gyes off oiher people. |
¥ ana e 1 of 8 Respopnsib e to tend te ouz( doing ‘and
5 ..-l’ \m‘m B DoCHUSE O ONe mea;lt for us to do and to be. 'j- ey bein? mt Cod
Your cententio here are N jtes)in the church _g_nun_u_m_mmfe other fellaw, and contra
does not release 'vou. ou will see a lob professing nation with his., This is a common & e:;mtation, st our sit
Christiane whose lives are iiperfect. Y

because some one wno professes
religion has let you domm. He has given a pootr demonstration It 4s a great day in a person's 1ife when he makes up his

of Caristianity. mind to be himseif and to do h oy
& t "Fhat is that to t.hoe? Follow % special niche and to fdlowo(‘o;?s':nn work, ntoofil{%r his own
thou mel™ : ‘ __._,iﬂ!-l!—nlﬁ £ e
smumwk?baoout hypoorit,eg 1,, t |
cherche . .you mention religion or he church to some and 1



Emerson)- "There is a time in evﬁry -_'t;n‘,s education when
he arrives at the convietion that envy is ignorance; that
imitation is suwicidej that he pust take hirself, for better

for worse, as his portion,"

' Ood had : do == a work for John %o dos
Peter could serve God best by"simply being Peter...He would

have failed doing john's work. '

God's will or plan is neyer the same for any two of us.
He had a blueprint for Peter's life.

You T
Ore L fli= 80 inh sians we are reminded that
gifts unto men are varied., Some.are special messengers, some

pr ts, teachers and Freachers. (Eph 4:11-12)
Lut gaid of Philip Mehanchton "I was born to
be & rou ersialist. I clear {he ground, pull up

the weells, fill up ditches, and spooth the roads. But to
build, to plan, to sow, to water, to.adorn the country, be-
longs by the grace of od to Melanchton."

Luther was willing to be Luther in all the glory and power
of his individuality.

II1

God knows what he is doing when he hands to each of ug
a particular set of abilities,"™ ' ' ' "

We should ' € he has given us. Can one
know How dreadful it would be %o be in total darkness and not
thank him for light and gye-sight?- -~ - -~ -~ W
. Can one knew of maimed bodieg and not be thankful that he
can hear and have feet towalk and & tongue to speak?

Can one know of .the of dis and fail to be

thankful for medicines that restore?

Christ has given-us gifts , are we thankfuls

Think oé%ghensh full af intellectual knowledge, yet a
ariter laughed at them beczuse they had more goeds on her

streets than men.

Think of(tqm%‘ excavators found marble steps before
heathen altar...steps w@rn dovn so hard as to ::P:e 'thé;eagi
most a smooth ramp.,..behind that altar, the ashed of Vesuvius
had buried 30 pecile who fled there for refuge, but there was
~pothing to breatin, but flame and hot ashes and no cover but
steaning 1avae..biind to bheir gifhs. s oy

ol T atiluLn

Think.'or(%rag?m» thers ;iying to get right with ﬁod‘ﬁy
laying the babies that nursed their breasts in the arms
, red=hot Moloch, . AR b ot

" 1" Think of wm_@gbmmi
h v ] : i ng to the eries of their
|  babdlies drowned by the preedy gulpings of the crocodiles hoping

to get the smiles from God...nothing man could do, or
will make things right betweemnhim and God. AN,

A Bankrupt ca{n not pay his degts...a sick man cad not care
f;rugiauelf...an eagel with broken wipgs eannot scar to the
clo < B! Sl
"Yould my tears forever flow,

Could my zeal no languor know,
These for sin eould not atone;
Thou must save, and thou alone. o

God Hates sin, but he loves the sinner. Odve thar v
for the gifts bestowed, ' P barks %o Him

Iv. . :
R whé.taohal others slows cur omn spiritual growth
‘ . t 1 thia man do ut what ‘about yourgelsi"

working hard il u.and“aoe*othm who are not
ey seem wWo.

2ldly, indlfferart and free,..th
responsibility for the Christian cause...as we :{é;e&:ﬁlﬁth
begin to feel sorry for ourselves. . yoreggss

He think our lot is hard and we
of the burden, and we_bear more than our portion

| in the sponge, - T AR -':thm{-'h
hould I be asked to
go scot free? APTE. 8- hosyy ]_'“d» while others
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go like a te drap out moth-eaten about & bad
deacon and splach the rud around.

Now the people who attend church are confessing that they
do nead what Chyrist hag to offer.
The Church is not a

Tt is aspiritual hosgit%or people who know they ars sick
and are hopeless withou: .

caugse I think that I am
better or smarter than someone else. I do not stand here
because I have "arrived" spiritually., I am here becauge I
think that this is where Cod wants me to be and because I have
some good news about Him, ¢

nswer
that He had an individual
responaibility.
I end in the ch ' will answe :
r fridnd ou FTYOU W answer, what you

say about certain church memberXs may be true, but it will not

weather the Judgment,
K

o _man will sirut through the gate of heaven swinging a gol
headed canea

No man will go in on his lMggonic lodge.

Ko man will go in on his political achievements.

Ko man will go in on his stars and bars and silver medals,

Ko man will go in on his college diplomas.

No man will go in on his record as a soldier or stalgsman.

No man will go in on his ordination paper.

No man will go in on his pile of money .

No man will go in on his seigntific discoveries.

No man will go in on the life of an indifferent hypocrite
in the church,

We will all go in, if we go at all, just as we are, with-
out one plea,

There you must speak for yourself and only yourself.

If some pecplechave missed what Christ came to give, whip
should you miss 1it?

rou. B 3 A . ¢
If some of us have hurt the name of Christ, ﬁ you help

te redeem it?
I




If the church is not all you think it ought to be, will
you come in and help to make it better?

Sw% the Spirit meve %
prince of the prophets; Is s and he wrote, !

Great comfort and inspiration come to my he a8 I read '
this passage, ! : 1d is eving, Black
clouds of discouragement can be seen any day, billows rise J
high on a storuy sea, but like a shaft of a beacon light comes !
this assurance, "Hg shall-ret-fail,"

The wom&mmmwm&w of l
old, nor the Cassars soon to appear in history, who in vanity ]

strutted across a brief stage. .

e mas spegking of the Chrigt who was our leader, and he |
said "He shall not fail, not be discouraged till he hath set
Judgment in the earth" no just in our blessed land, but in !
the earth, and the time shall come of final judgment,

Mﬁs_mmmfmm_mg_gﬁ"‘
he will come to reward his own and complete his grea .

"Bven so, Come Lord Jesus." ‘

. l



